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An ANSWER to various QU ERIES | 
concerning the Salvation of the Heathens,. and 


the Hope of the modern Diſt: upon their 
Pretences to Sincerit 7. 
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John 11. 36. He that believerh on he San bat torrldting 
Life, = be that believeth not the Son Jhall not fee Li 2. 3 
but the Wrath of God abideth an him. "OLE 
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Heb. x. 26. 1f we fin wilfully after we have Wy the 8 
ledge of the Truth, there remaineth no more Sacrifice fur Sing, . 2 


but a coriails fearful an. of Judgnent. HE 
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the Year 1722, 
theſe Diſcourſes were com- 
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0 tent * to 3 the numerous 
Train of Arguments, whereby the 
Chriſtian Religion, i is ſupported, and 
ſet them in a fair array. This has 
been done in many Forms, and in 
SY many Volumes by Writers of the 
firſt Rank in our Age, which are ſuf- 


ficiently known in the World, and x re- 
id wich jolt Honour. . 5 


: Vet 1 65k pleaſure on cis Ry 10n 
"4 "a point out to my Reader two leſſer 
| Writings lately publiſhed, which are 
' worthy of his Peruſal. The firſt is 
= the Lord Biſhop of London's Paſtoral 

Leuer, written in Defence of Chriſti- 
arity, -whercin he has drawn into a 

- narrow and comprehenſive View ſome 

of the moſt conſiderable Arguments 
for the Vindication of our holy Reli- 
gion; and by exhibiting them in a juſt 

And perſpicuous Manner, he has re- 

commended chem to che Chriſtian 


. 3B World. 
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World. The other is Dr. Villa 


Reaſ/onableneſs of believing the Goſpel; 


Harris's Two Diſcourſes, wherein the 


and the Unreaſonablenefs of Infidelity, 


are diſplayed in a convincing Light. 
IJ could wiſh that Believers and Infi- 
dels would read theſe little Books with 


a ſerious Spirit. 


There are two Sorts of Perſons in 
our Age, who have not only Need 
to have the Evidences of our holy 
Religion ſet before them in their ful- 
leſt View, but it may alſo be very 


775 to excite them to a diligent, 


aichful, and religious Attention to 


theſe Evidences, by repreſenting the 
formidable and tremendous Threat- 
nings of God, againſt thoſe who abuſe 
the Light they enjoy, and become Infi- 

dels or Apoſtates in the midſt of divine 

Advantages for Faith, Happy ſhould 
1 be if I could impreſs their Souls with 
a ſolemn Concern and Sollicitude, e- 
qual to the vaſt and infinite Impor- 
tance of the Subject, The 
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= ſpe of Chriſt: They have gone ſo 


The one Sort of Men have decla+ 
red themſelves Unhbehevers of the Go+ 


as to renounce the Scriptures, and 

forſake Chriſtianity: Some of theſe 
ſet themſelves to oppoſe it boldly by 
ſuch Aſſaults either of Wit or Argu- 
ment, as Nature hath furniſh'd them 
with; and ſome join their Attempts | 


1 bd Reaſon and Raillery together: May 
0d recover them by his almighty 


Grace! J fear there is but little Pro- 


6 1 ſpect of recalling them to the Faith, 


. Whether the Religion of Chriſt be this 


by any ching we can ſpeak or write. 


7 5 There are others who have not as 
bandon' d the Goſpel, yet have had 
their Minds ſo corrupted and perplexed 
by ſome Objections of Infidelity, that 
they are reduced to a doubting State, 


vine or no, and are ſeeking after ſome 
Determination by fuller Evidence. I 
do not call theſe Perſons Deifts or In- 
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+ - reatiſe, was to attempt a Recovery 
of ſome of theſe doubring Chriſtians, 
or to, ſtop them in their Courſe to- 
ward Apoſtaly, . by repreſenting the 


dreadful. and eternal Hazard of re- 


jecting the Goſpel of Chris, if, it 


ſhould at laſt appear to have come 
from Heaven: That thoſe who think 


of abandoning the Chriſtian Faith 
might ſee and be perſuaded, that none 


of their Pretences to natural Religion 
can give them an effectual Security 


from the condemning Sentence of the 


great Judge, if they ſhall to the laſt 


oppoſe and reſiſt the. Light of Evi- 


dence, that ſhines round the San , 


in our Nation . our „ 
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Subject, will be 7 epreſented as very 
uncharitable: Perhaps! ſhall be told, 
{ that I aſſume the awful Province of 
|| God, that I enter into the Hearts of 

Men, and paſs a J udgment concer- 


ſuppoſe it poſſible for 2 Man to be 
truly ſincere in ſeeking the Truth, and 
yet to live and die an Infidel, where 
the Goſpel is ſurrounded with its 11575 
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01 muſt 58 8 tis a ſenſible PRE 

to me, when Jam conſtrained by the 
Word of God to ſay any Thing ter- 

rible and ſevere againſt my Fellow- 
Creatures, my Partners in Heſh and 
Blood. 5 would hate and avoid all 
the Characters of a cenſorious and un- 
charitable Spirit. The Goſpel of 
Chrifi-is a Goſpel of Love, and while 
I preach it for the Salvation of Men, 


I would never mix my own Wrath 
With it, nor would 1 willingly lye r un- 
der che Shadow. of ſuch an . 
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Grounds, to face L Death 
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of an 1 offended God... Aba 
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Powers of Nature: Therefore St. Paul i in | 
my Text compares it to thoſe Games or bo- 


dily Exerciſes, which were practiſed at ap- 
pointed Scaſons by the Greeks, wherein they 


exerted their utmoſt Care and Activity: 


He uſes the ſame Compariſon in his firſt 


Epiſtle to the Corinthians, Chap. ix. 24, 25. | 
Where he ſpeaks of being temperate in all 
things, and of ſiriving to obtain a Crown - 
And he alludes to it in ſeveral other Parts | 
of his Writings. The Apoſtle John, or ra- 
ther Chri// himſelf > 6 4. to have ſome re- | 


ference to it in his Epiſtles to the Churches, 


where he propoſes largeRecompences to them | 
that overcome, and Promiſes a Crown of Life, 


Rev. i © 20d 30-35. 
Theſe Games were of various Kinds ſuch 


as running a Race, Wreſtling Fighting, &c. i 


N ow ſor each of the Kinds ef Conteſt there 


were certain Laws and Rules ordain'd, as | 
in Racing, they mult ſtart from ſuch a Spot 


of Ground, they muſt run ſuch a Road or 


Track, they muſt reach ſuch a Goal, and 


approach it in a proper Manner too: In 
Wreſtling, the Law of the Conteſt requir'd 
them to be naked, that they might not take 
the Advantage of each other's Clothing: In 


Fighting, they muſt uſe only that ſort of 
Weapon which was appointed for the Com- 
mts Sc. And tho? the Crown which was 


gien to the Conquerors was but a poor cor- i 
2 22 one, Li the 5 ole caks, for 'twas 
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re ay and Manner - "ſhall not be _— 
as except we ſtrive fully! | 
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as u. 1 ſhall- ky own tine e Of 

Ie to ee and Pro this DoBrine, viz. that 


a Pine-tree, A 100 
were the 


did not manage himſelf in all things accor- 


ding to the Rules of the Game or Conteſt. 
So a Man, who ſeeks the Prize of hea- 
| venly Happineſs, and Aims at the Crows of 
Life and Glory, muſt carefully conform him 
ſelf to the ſacred Rules which God has ap- 


pointed, otherwiſe he may labour and ſtrive 


in vain. I take this to be the preciſe Mean- 5 
ing of the Apoſtle in the Text, and it Sives | 


us fair Occaſion to derive this Dorina 


= Do. All our Pains to obtain the 2 
1 Prize will be loft, unleſs we 


\ {eek it in the ri 


Heaven muſt be 


pointed Way. 


OY 3 in this ap- 


1 7422 ai Int inrbir 3 
made of the Leaves of an Olive, a Laurel, 


or of Parſley et, ſo much 
Honour attended it, and 1b Het 

© Overſeers of it, that none 'obtain'd this 
Prize, tho' he took never ſo much Pains, | 
and ſhew'd never ſo great Activity, if he 5 
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| would: not for ever abandon him and all his 
Recovery; and he told him of a Mediator 


ſhould break the 
deſtroy the Works of the Devil, and re 


had broug 


time the 
Conſcienca of Adam in his Enquiries) what 


| ward his recovering an Intereſt in the L 
* pf his Creator, Nor has 


ſucceſſte Ages, 


vain Fancies of new Revelations, no De 


| uns will re inftcad of it, 


IE 


| againſt iir f. BY. 
cating) his fallen Creature Man, that he 


Race, but that there was ſome Hope of his 4 
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eyen the Seed of 'the-Woman tb 


Serpents Head, i. e. he ſhould | 


ns of Ma, 
in: And doubtleſs at he habe 
ed God aſſiſted the Reaſon and 


Saviour, 


the Ruin arhich the Te 


Duties were to be perſormid on his Part to- 


od been wantii 
tver ſince that Time to give various Diſcoy 
ries of the right Way of Salvation in — 
that Mankind might be rex 
ſtor'd to. his: Favour and Image again. 28 
The lift; the brighteſt, and the beſt o | 
all theſe Diſcoveries is tliat which he has 


made in the Goſpel by his Son av 
and by the Evangeliſts and —— 2 


ban. ritings af the 2 — This ol 
thereſore contains the Rules of tht 
facred Exercife'or Cantet, in which we t 
now be ingag d to obtain the Crows of Gh, 
No Pretenſes to the Light of A ins 


of our on Heart muſt dare to oppeſe, 83 
contradict the Rules given us in * Holy | F 


a | wy 
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: I will not here enter into the Queſtion, 
how far they ſhall be accepted of God, who 


ntver had the Word of God reyeal'd to them, 


nor the Goſpel of Chriſt publiſh'd among 
them. I reſerve this for the End of my 
- Diſcourſe. Tis ſufficient to ſay at preſent. 
that God the Judge of all che Euch, will 
deal in Righteouſneſs and Wiſdom with all 
Mankind, and he is not wanting in Mercy 
— — they lr# 
accor to the they live 
under, Where he has given leſs, less ſhall * 
be requir'd; But this is certain, that he re- 
quires of all Men a Conformity to the Rules 
which he has made known to them; and 
therefore whereſvever the | Goſpel comes 
20S. ſufficient Light and Evidence, | 
bas done to us in the Britiſh 1/les, "he eri 
that we ſhould learn the Rules of our 
holy Race ſrom thence, and conform our 
Telves to them, if we — ever obtain the 
Prize of Glory. 5 
But to deſcend to ae The 


| —— appointed Way to obtain Heaven under 


Goſpel may be compriz d under the 
following Heads, which I call the ne- 
— 12. equiſites in order to Salvation, 
and I have multiply'd them into fix Par- 
8 that I might be more explicite and 

in, 
OY ese aud; Belief of the great 
Arvicles of natural * whether they 
E contain 


Seck. r, againſt INT IDRIIrr. 
| _ contain Dotirines or Duti 
alone and in themſelves are not ſufficient 
_t6 fave Sinners, yet they are neceſſary in 
order to our Salvation, and the Cay of 

F Gaſt teaches and confirms them all. 
Me muſt believe that there is a God, dne Wor 


ks 4 be”. * Wl £2 1 — * 1 „ _ n 


Jr ²˙ w 0 OT” 


Joy, and to honour, n and obey him 


1 


* For tho” 


one only true and living God, Almighty 2 
42 and All-good, the Creator of all 
things; and we muſt believe that he 'go= 
verns the World which he has made, and. 

does not fit idle in Heaven, and let 'his 


Creation run at random ; but that as a wiſe 


and holy Ruler, he takes Notice of the Be- 
haviour and Conduct of all his reaſonable 
Creature. | 
We muſt believe that there is a rend Dis. 
ference between Virtue and Vice, between 


Good and Evil: And that this does not de- 


pend, as ſome have imagin'd, upon the 
mere Cuſtoms and Faſhions of particular 
Countries, or the Will of Princes, but upon 
the Nature of things and the Will of God. 
It is God, who has written it plain in ous 


own Conſciences, and in the very Frame 3 - 
of our rational Souls, that tis our Duty to 


fear and love him, to pray to him for what 
Bleſſings we want, and to praiſe him and 
give him Thanks for what Mercies we en 


® By the Articles of natural Relig gion in this Place, I chiefly: 
intend ſuch as belong to Mankind in N without Regard, 


to his * and 2 State. 
n 


g anne e Diſcoveries of tis" Nature 
- and his Willwhichhe has made to us. And 
s it is our Duty to know, and honour this 
- God, fo tis evident that Atheiſm and Blaſs 
phemy, and the Neglect or Contempt of 
God and things ſacred, are 9 and 
| Offences againſt him. | 
It is' written: alſo in our Con tener Shs 
ſufficient Evidence, that tis our Duty to 
love our Neighbour, to be honeſt, and juſt, 
on —— and kind: And that — — | 
alſhood, Injuſtice and Cruelty to our 
Creatures arc hateful Vices and never 
tactiſed. It would be endleſs and 
"neodle to cite Texts of T 50 8 5 prove 
E- wy 725 5915 we muſt believe alſo thav this great God, 
te righteous Governour of the Word wi 
call us to an Account hereafter, how we have 
behav d ourſelves here, and will ſit 40 a. Judge 
upom our paſt Conduct in this Liſe. The 
Light of Nature tells us there is ſomeReaſon 
to hope, that he will reward us gloriouſly, if 
vc are faithful and diligent, perfec pers - 
þ Dae in our Obedience to all hisWill; and 
* gives us juſt Ground to fear that he will 
puniſh us ſeverely in a future State; if we 
are impious and perverſe, and act contrary 
m the known Rules of our Duty. But the 
Light of Scripture gives us much clearer and 
ſarer Piſroveries of a Heaven and a Hell, a 
State of Reward and Puniſhment; arcording. - 
as apr: Works ſball lie. *'Tis 
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5 Tis the Voice of Reaſon, and tis the 
La nguage of Revelation, that there is a fu- 
ture State to ſet all things right, and to 
account for the Scenes of Diſorder in this 
preſent Life. Without the Faith of things un- 
ſeen it is , to pleaſe God; for he that 
comes to God muſt _— me ” Fa and that 
he is 8 Rewarder of thoſe that dilige cek 
him, Heb. xi. 6. 7 oe there wh m 
Revelation of Grace that God made to fal- 
len Man for his Salvation, but it pre- ſup- 
pos d or included this Article of a future 
State, and all the other Dockrines of gabe. | 

ral Religion i in it. 


"It Another thing 3 to our at- 5 
tainment of the heavenly Happineſs is 4 
dus Senfe of our Guilt and Miſery iy Reaſon 
of Sin, aud a humble Confeſſion of it be 
God. Some Conviction of Sin may be de- 
Wriv'd from our own Experience, if we do 
but converſe with ourſelves, and take a 
Survey of our own Hearts and Lives, and 


ten in our Conſciences. Where is the 
Man, who has perfectly obey d all 10 Dic- 
rates of his own Reaſon, and never contra- 
dicted this inward Rule of Duty ? Surely 
if we know any thing of ourſelves, we muſt 
confeſs we are Sinners; we have offended 

God our Creator and broken his Laws; 


4. bow Spas vl fallen oi of —_ 


ß)!!! es TRY. ̃˙²˙ůunñ ͤͤ—L—— . ]7˙ w ] mA mu 
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compare them with the Law of God writ» 8558 


7 Oo” 3 KE A 1 Sec 1. 


10 


ward: Every Mouth muſi be flopped, and all 
the World 1 guilty i 2 


19. There is none e no not one. 
Our own Conſcience accuſes aa condemns 


And not only muſt we be ſenſible of 


our being expos'd to Divine Anger by rea- 


ſon of Sins actually committed, but we 
"muſt alſo be acquainted with the Corrup- 
tion of our Natures, the Body of Sin which 


dwells within us, and be abas!d before God = 
becauſe of thoſe inward finful Inclinations, 


and vain Affections, which are ever buſy 


and ever ſtarting up to defile our Conſci- | 


ences, and pollute our Lives. 


The Goſpel of Chriſt makes a Senſe of 


Sin neceſſary to Salvation. They who are 


whole hade no need 0 the Phyficiah; q but only 
thoſe who are fick. came not, ſays our Lord 


Jelus, 4 call the Rig hrevus, but Sinners to 
\: Repentance, Mat. ix. 12, 13. This is the 


Language of the Old TE as well as 


the New: He that covereth his Sins ſhall not 


proſper, but whoſo "confe} erb and forſaketh 
1 them hall have Mercy, Prov. 1 fs Tf 


we confeſs. our Sins = is faithful . uſt to 


forgive us our” Sins © But if we ſay 'we have no 


| Bing e make God a Liar, ag the 7 ruth is 
not in ub, 1 Johm i. 8, 9, 10. No.] ꝗ it can 


never be — chat thoſe Wretches are 
in 


at 


k of God, we have Joſt all j Juſt Hope e of the Re- . 


efore God, Rom. iii. 


us, and ſubjocts us to the juſt Judgment of 


#: 


S7 * |. againſt. bc MDELITY. 1 


in the right Way to Salvation, who, char” 
thro' ſtupid Ignorance, or a great ie ; 
of Pride and JAE Flay, fancy themſelves. 


innocent: Theſe proud vain Creatures muſt, 


be far from the Path of Salvation and Deli- 
verance, who are not conyinced of their Sin | 
and Danger. They are not in the Way to 


obtain Relief, who feel not their Diſtreſs 
and Miſery, Such a haughty Spirit of vain 
Conceit makes God a Liar, by in d end 


the Teſtimony that he gives in his Wor 
congerging, all the Children of Men. 


III. 1 Repentunce is 4e neceſſary. 


Duty required in the Goſpel, in order to a Ns 


Sinner's Salvation. Now this Repentance 


implies a hearty Sorrow far all our paſt - 
Offences, and a ſincere Return from Sin 79, ; 


the Love and Obedience of God, 
The very Light of Nature and Reaſon, 
which teaches an innocent Creature to obey 


his Maker, does as plainly tell a ſinful Crea- 
ture, that he muſt repent of his Diſobedi- 
ence, that he muſt be heartily grieved ſor 
having broken the Laws of his God, and 
that he muſt. love and obey him for Time 
to come, if « ever he expect the leaſt Favour 


from him. 


The Scripture enforces this ſacred Duty 


of Repentance continually upon the Con- 
ſciences of Men, and the Goſpel of Chriſt being 


ſent to the Nations, commands all Men every 5 
. where 
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where to re Mr Acts xvii. 30. * Tis the very 

hrift, except ye repent ye muſt all 
periſh, Luke xiii. 3, 5. Not only muſt 
we forſake Sin, an avoidit in our Actions, 
but we muſt hate it in our Hearts, and ful- 
fil all our Duties from a Principle of divine 
Love wrought in us. Our Wills are by 
Nature ayerſe to God and Goodneſs, and 


turned toward Sin and Folly ; We muſt theres 
fore repent and be converted, that our Sins 5 


may be blotted out, Acts iii. 19. | 
Dur whole Natures are vitiated and ſpoil- 
ed by Sin, and we muſt be regenerated or 
born again, and made new Creatures, i. e. a 


univerſal Change muſt paſs upon all the 


Powers of our N atures by the Fife of 
the Holy Spirit, or we can never be fit for 
the Enjoyment of God. Tis only the pure 
in Heart that ſhall ſee God. Except a Man 
be born again, be born of Water and o f the. 
Spirit, he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God, nor 
enter into it, John iii. 3, 5. i. e. Except his 
Nature, which was ſinful, be renewed un- 
to Holineſs, ſo that he begin to live a new 
Life, as a new born Child, he cannot be 
admitted into the Kingdom of divine Grace: 


Except he be cleanſed from the Power of 
Sin by the Influence of the Spirit of God, 
as the Body is cleanſed from outward De- 
| filements by Water, (which is typified and 


repreſented in Baptiſm) he cannot be ſaved; 
for * that defileth ſhall enter into the 


Kinge 
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Kingdom of Heaven : and he that hath not the | 
SpIrit of Chriſt to ſanctify him, to enable ._ 1 
him to mortify Sin, and create him anew 

unto good Works, ſuch a one 7s none of his, 

Rom. viii. 9. that is, he does not belong to 
Chrift, nor hath any Intereſt in him as a 


. 


Saviour. 


IV. Another neceſſary Rule we muſt 
obſerve, is this, (via.) Zo draw near to Cod. 
and to ſeek his Favour by a Mediator. This I 
ſeems to be defigned in the Words of St. L 

Paul, which J have choſen for the Founda® 
tion of this Diſcourſe. He that will be 
crowned muſt ſtrive lawfully, and in the fol- 
| lowing Verſes he bids Timothy conſider what |} 
| he teaches him, and remember that Feſus 
Chriſt of the Seed of. David was raiſed from 
Ihe Dead according to his Goſpel, i. e. R.. 
member that 2 Chriſt approved himſelf 
to be the Meſſiah, the anointed Saviour by A 
his riſing from the dead. This is the on 
Inwful Way of firiving for the heayenly ©} 
Crown, i. e. by Jeſas the Mediator. 
This Doctrine of the Mercy of God to 
guilty Creatures by a Mediator, was the I 
plain Deſign of the firſt Promife made to 
Adam after his Fall, The Seed of the Woman ſhall 
bruiſe the Serpent”s Head, as tis written, Gem, 
iii. 15. Thoſe very Words led him to a Me- 
diator, i. e. to one born of a Woman, that 
ſhould relieve Mankind under the "—— b” 
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Sata, | bad brought upon thee,” ＋ his bleſ⸗ 
ſed Mediator and our Saviour has been al- 
ways kept in View, thro all the fucceeding 
Revelations which God has made to the 
Children of Men. The M:/fah, the anoint- 
ed of God, Who was to be the Light of the 
Gentiles, and the Glory of Iſrael, and the Sa- 
wiour of Men, even to the Ends of the Earth, 
was continually experied vo. the ancient 
Saints. x 
And in theſe latter Days we are . 
bound not only to truſt in God, maniſeſting 
his Mercy thro' ſome Mediator, but to be- 
lieve that Jeſus of Nazareth is he, that the 
reat appointed Mediator berween God and 
n ig the Man Chriſt eſus, 1 Tim. ii. 5. 
for Chriſt himſelf has ſaid it, If ye believe not 
that 25 am he, Je e ſhall die in your Sins, John 
vili, 24. Tis ſufficiently manifeſted in the 
Golpet, that there is no other Hope or Re- 
ſuge: There is Salvation in no other, nor is 
| #here any other Name given under Heaven 
whereby we can be ſaved, beſide the Name of 
Feſas, Acts iv. 12, Our ord aſſures us, 
that he is the Way, that 10 Man comes tothe 
Father but by him, John xiv, 6. And when 
he bid his Diſcipl iples preach the Go La to every 
| harris he bid them not only tell te 
World, that he that believeth 2 be 'ſaved, 
but that he who telicoeth not ſhall be damned, 


OW.” Xvi. 16. 
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Here let it be noted tf, that we are 
not called to truſt in Chriſt only as a Me- 
diator, to intercede or plead for us, (tho 
this is Part of his appointed Work, Heb. _ 
vii, 25.) but we muſt receive him alſo 2 
one who has made Propitiation or Atone- 
ment for Sin. This is called in Rom. v. 1 1. 
receiving the Atonement. For he becomes 
our Propitiation thro Faith in his Blood, 


Rom. iii. 25. And i Need 47 ys "ij 
on o F 
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publick and obſtinate Reje him, un- 
| 85 2 Character of a Sacrifice of Atone- 
I fear we ſhall find that here re- 
kw no more Sacrifice for Sin, but a certain 
fearful Expefation of God's fiery Tndignation 
to devour us, Heb. x. 26, 27. This Text 
ſeems to me to carry a ſolemn Terror i in 
it, againſt thoſe who pretend to be Chriſti- 
ans, and yet dare to has that Chriſt made 
a proper Atonement for Sin by his Death, 4 
fince this Doctrine of Atonement for ut 
Sins by the Blood of Chriſt, is fo often and 
bY expreſly aſſerted in the Word of God *. 
Lou ſee then, that Truſt in a Mediator, 
7 in the Mercy of God manifeſted thro? 
him, is a neceſſary Part of our Reli ion. 
This is that Faith in Chrift'which is fore- 
told fo plainly in the Old Teſtament, that 
in him vould the Gentiles r. This 3 is re- 


I do not tarry here to enlarge on the proof of che Atone- 
ment of Chriſt for Sin, having ſufficiently "— it mo _ b 
5 and 5th Sermons of my 'Third Volume, | 


The TCO . | 
preſented fo often in the New Teſtament, - 
as the great Requiſite of Salvation, (via. 
the Belief of Jeſus vi Chrifi the Son of G 
to be the only Mediator between God and 
Man, and a truſting 5 in the Mercy of God 
in _ thro' this Mediator, a committing. 
the Soul into his Hands, as a Lord and Sa- 
viour from Sin and from Hell: And it is 
called Faith in his Blood, to ſhew that we 
muſt truſt in him particularly, as a Media- 
tor of Atonement. This is that Faith of 
Chriſt that St. Paul preached whereſoever he 
preached the Duty of Repentaxce,as aneceſlary 
Attendant of "ny in order to a Sinner's Ac- 
ceptance with God. Acts xx. 20, 21. Pub- 
 tickly, and from Houſe to Houſe he taug | aa 
Epheſians, aud he teſtified both to the * 
and Greeks, Repentance toward Goli, and 2 
a zoward our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


V. A conflant fincere Purſuit of univer/al 
Holineſs, of 2 ficere P FT, tal 15 
Hour of our Death. This is alſo neceſſary 
in order to our Arrival at Heaven. We are 
entered into a Race when we are firſt con- 
verted, and ſet our Faces toward Heaven 
we muſt not turn backward, left we loſe 
the Prize. We muſt keep the Path of Du- 
ty with Sincerity and Diligence, and in this 
Manner we muſt run thro the whole Stage 
of. Life, till we reach the Goal of Death, if 
we would obtain the glorious Crown "of 

Rightcoulncls, PE gs 'Ti is 


800 10 — Inxtodury, 17 
Tis true, the Goſpel 


1 does not ſuppoſe 
or expect, that we ſhould: be innocent or 
perfect in Obedience; and therefore a gra- 
ceious God has made Proyiſio ion for the Re- 
tance of Chriſtians, and their Return to 
1is Mercy after their renewed Falls and Sins, 
otherwiſe no Fleſh could be ſaved: But tis 
our Duty to ſtir up our ſelves to ariſe and 
return to God with ſincere Sorrow, and then 
with greater Watchfulneſs to ſet upon our 
Duty, and make it appear through the 
Courſe of Life, that in our Heart we hate 
Sin and love Holineſs. 

Tis not the ality 4 or toilſome Pert 
mance of Ceremonies, nor any long ſlaviſn 
Labours in outward Forms of Godlinels, 
nor any painful Mortifications of the natu- 
ral Body, and ſevere Penances of Faſting 
and Scourging, that will be accepted of 
God inſtead of inward Piety ; nor yet is 
that Piety to be all inward and confined 
merely to the Heart; but it muſt appear 
in the Life too. T7hz Grace of God that brings 
Salvation, teaches us to deny U ngodlinefs and 
worldly Lifts, and to live ſoberly, ri ghteoufh, 
and godly in this preſent World, Titus i. 12. and 
by our good Works to adorn the DofFrint of God 
our oak in all Things. Whatfoever par- 
ticular Neglects the great God may excuſe, he 
will never diſpenſe with a general N egle& of 
Holineſs: For it is ſaid 'exprefly, Heb, xit. 
I th 5 ithout Oy "ou 'Man 2 2 the Li 

e 
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1s  ACavear. Seh.n, 
He is a holy God, and as compaſſionate and 
_ condeſcending as he is, he doth not lay a- 


ſide one Ray of his own Holineſs, in *. 
to diſplay hls Grace, nor will he diſhonour 


that glorious Perfection of his Divinity to 
fave a World of Sinners. The Goſpel and 
the Grace of God that faves us, can ſave us 


only in a Way becoming the Holineſs of 


his Nature. No unholy 'T bing ſhall enter 
into Heaven. 


We who are engaged in this Chriſtian 
Exerciſe, have much of Strife and Conflict 
to paſs thro': Tis not only a Race, but a 
Combat allo, and it — — Wreſtling and 


fghting: We muſt take up Arms againſt 
the Sins of our Natures, and the Corroptir- 


ons of our Hearts, as well as againſt Satan, 
and the Temptations of this World. T — 
ſurely thoſe =o know not their ſpiritual 
Dangers, who are not made ſenſible of the 
Sins that dwell within them, have no Rea- 


ſon to imagine or expect they ſhall be Con- 


querors: They are not yet engaged in the 


dpiritual Warfare, nor apprized of their ſpi- 


— Enemies: They are not in the Way 
to obtain the Prize. If we live according to 
the Inclinations of our Fleſh we ſhall die, 
Rom. viii. 13. But if we thro the Spirit 
mortify the Deeds of the Body, we ſhall live. 
7. hey that are Chriſ}'s muſt crucify the Fleſh, 


with its Afettions and Luſts, dal. v. 24. 


And % Ne mt only Hb * Blood muſt be 
. oppoſed, 


- 


” att af * 
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Sect. 1. againſt InvideLITY, t 19 
oppoſed, but nincipulities and Powers of 
Darkneſs, and all the Hoſts of Hell, as well 
as an' my of Temptations from this wick 
ed World, 52 vi. 12. and if we lay down 
our Weapons and give over fighting, we 


give up all Pretences' to Ne ani I loſe 
the Crown. =D bh | 


VI. A humble Eye in b wine Promiſe 
1 Foy and Happineſs in the World to come, is 
the. og Thing 1 This is ſo ne- 

ceſſary a . that it is ſaid, We are ſaved 
25 , Rom. viii. 24 Andi it is oſten put 
for Faith itſelf, in the e of ancient 
Prophecy, and in the Writings of the A. 
poſtles. Chrif himſelf is called our Hope, 
1 Tim. i, 1. Unbelief of the Promiſes, 414 
Deſpair of Heaven cut off all the Sinews 
of Addon, and will effectually prevent us 
from ſeeking and ſtriving to obtain the 
Prize: We muſt live therefore in humble 
Expectation of future Glory, hołking for tus 
blefſed Hope and the glorious Appearance of the 
mow God and our Saviour Jeſus Chriff. 
And the Apoſtle's Argument in 1 Cor xv. 
125 Sc. Rems to make the Belief and — 
even of the Reſurrection of the Body, a 
neceſſary Part of our Chriſtianity alſo: For 
F there be no Neſurrection of the Dead, then 
I's wot Chriff riſen ; and if Ohrift be not riſen, 
then var preaching i is vain, and your Faith is 


70 u 4 are yet in oe Sins. For my 
D 2 Part 
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were this Goſpel 
comes in ſuch full Light and Evidence, as 


we enjoy it, I hardly know what to make 
of their Chriſtianity, who deny the an 


ol the Rgarrection. 
Theſe are the fabfantial Parts of our Re e- 


| ligion, and the chief Rules of the Chriſtian 


Kace, or Conteſi in which we are engaged in 


order to oltain the: Crown. And concerning 


theſe, I have endeavoured to make it ap- 
Pear from Reaſon, or expreſs Teſtimony of 
Scripture, that Cod, the great and bleſſed 
God, will not diſpenſe with any of them in 


thoſe Perſons wh elt Fayour and Sal- 
vation at his a 


2 here are indeed many Circumſtantial 


that belong to our Religion, which are by 


no Means of equal Importance with thofſe 


fo wſtantial Parts of Chriſtianity before men- 
tioned, , In many of theſe Circumſtances of 
our Duty, it has not pleaſed the Spirit of 


God, to write the Rules of them in ſo plain 
and expreſs Language; and therefore there 


may be very different Sentiments and Prac- 


tices in theſe Points, without endangering 
our Salvation, without breaking the Bonds 
of our Chriſtian Love and Unity. It is of 


infinitely more Importance, that we believe 
there is but one God, that he muſt be wor- 


ſhipped and ſerved 'by his Creatures, . that 
there is an eſſential Difference between Vir- 
tue and Vice, that there is a future State , 


Sect. 10 againſt InvrdeLITY. 2· 


of Rewards and Puniſhments, that we are 
guilty Creatures, and can obtain Favour of _ 
| God no other Way but by a Mediator, that 
we muſt repent of our Sins, and have our 
Hearts changed and renewed unto Holineſs, 
and live in the ſincere Practice of every 
known Duty, and in humble Expectation 
of future Bleſſedneſs; IJ fay, theſe Things 
are of infinitely greater Moment, than whe- 
ther we muſt be baptized in Infancy or ri- 
per Years; whether that Ceremony muſt 
be performed by dipping or ſprinkling; > 
whether the Ordinance of the Lord's Su 5 
muſſt be received in the Poſture of Gueſts 
ſitting at the Table, in the Poſture of Chil- 
dren ſtanding round their Fathers Board, 
to receive his Diſtributions of Bread and 
Wine, or in the Poſture of humble Suppli- 
cants "kneeling. and adoring; whether out 
_ Miniſters muſt be ordain d, arid our Churches 
governed by Biſhops or Presbyters, or how 
far the concurrent Acts of the whole Churen 
have an Influence into theſe Solemnities'; 
Whether our Prayers muſt be immediately 
conceived in our Hearts, and invented as 
they are uttered in new Expreſſions conti- 
nually, or whether we may aſe Forms writs. 
ten down before-hand : Theſe Things, and 
many others of the like Nature, becauſe 
they are not of ſuch Neceſſity, therefore 


are not ſo 1 Lee in = 
Word of God. 


f 5 „ "Tue 


Me 
3 But as for the ſix general Rules befote 
mentioned, I don't ſee how we can expect 
with any of th 
inted his written Word to 


| frems to have required thertt in his Word 
| a Manner. He that ſtrives 
1 and takes Pains to obtain Heaven, with a 
Neglect of theſe Rules, A think: we 

- boldly ſay, vir dbef ub t frive laufuly, and he 
bas no ſufficient Ground tot hope tha be 
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1 die firſt and moſt 1 ble 
mesa his Oreatures, and ſovereign Bomi- 
1 nion over us as — He has a Righ 


Oh. N 
8 . 3 ? 4 
5 T * 5 £ - 
4 5 5 


2. againſt In FIDEL ITY, 1 3 1 
| - If we wete Innocent! Creatures, üs he not | | 
direct us to any ſpecial Inſtances of aur 5 M 
in that State of Innucenor, and tell mh 3 
we may keep ourſelves in 2 Or | 
Hince we are. guilty and rebellious, he : only 
can appoint the ſacred Methods to obtain 
his own Favour again, and gain an Intereſt, 
in his Compaſſion. we 
Tue Lord our Gog is a jealous God, and will _- 
not ſuffer himſelf to be diſobey'd or mack'd li 
in things that ſo nearly concern his.own Se 
— 6 This is — in the ſecond 
Commandment, where he er the Me. 
thod of his own Worſhip: And tho we ma 
think Paintings, or Images to repreſent his 
Glory, and his Power, are very agreeable - 
and proper to aſſiſt our ſenſible Natures, 
yet he ſorbids every thing of this kind ag 
Mediums of Divine Worſhip, and he ſolem« 
nizes the Prohibition with an aHůl Diſco» 
very of his own. Jealouſy: He declares that 
he will avenge him elf of thoſe that dare:to 
worſhip him in unappointed or forbidden 
| Ways, even to the third and faurth Gene- 
rations. Tis worthy of our Notice, that 
When he charges the 2 of old With ſome. 
of their idolatrous Abom , he mens - 
tions this as thei Reaſon of this Ager, that | 
they practiſed things which he commanded — 
deut, a eee * 7 into big un, JO. I. 
wm 31. 1 
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Acer Seck 2. 
When Cod deen d bis own Worſhip od - 


be attended 1 a variety of Pomp and 


Ceremony, he preſcrib'd every Part of it 


10 Moſes with great Exactneis: And when 


| he had given an Account how the Taber- 


nacle, and Table, and the Candleſticks, 
and tbe Altars ſhould be made, he gives 
him a Charge that he ſhould preciſely ol- 
low the Divine Directions, Exod. xxv. 9, 40. 
Look that thou make them after their Pat- 
ern, which was ſhew'd thee in the Moant. 


No if the great God requires ſuch Accu- 


racy, and ſuch exact Conformity to his 
Rules in matters merely external, typical, 


and ceremonial, . how much more may we 


ſuppoſe that he will be ſtrict and ſevere in 


demanding a Conformity to his own ap- 


pointed Methods of Salvation in things of 


more ſolemn, more {; Piritual, and eyerlaſt- 


ing Concernment. 
Suppoſe a Traitor 9 of Death, ſhould 5 


have Orders from the King his Sovereign 


to enter into his Preſence, dreſt in the bor- 

row d Ornaments of the Prince his Son, and 
to be introduc'd by his Hand in order to 
obtain Pardon; now if this condemn'd 


Criminal ſhould reſolve rather to come and 
| appear before the King in ſome bright Or- 


nament of his own preparing, and without 


the Mediation of the Prince; would he not 
deſerve tobe frown'd away — the Throne, 
and ſent directly to Ezqcutian | ? Would not 


N . _ thy 


— che e Ma- | 
ung runny if we will refuſe the Mes- 


Death ta be executed upon us, 
Behold on | 3 n 4 Fire, "that 


him "are: evidently fruit 
and if we conſider them 


ſtinctly, each 
f icient. bo Lov; 
Shall eli 


no hep: 2 — we have before prov'd that 
55 — ods rr T7 here} is none Righteous, 
in the Way of Hope 
ce upon the general and abſolute Mercy: 
Cod, truſtit that God wilt ——_— 
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= - ofi&flarance, that: his will — Kind- 
L 0 and Goodneſs in forgiving! linful Mens 
Þ# This is a free Ad of tits Will 
148 es in | 26s: Nature, or in our . 
* © Rainces that. obliges him to ate” Nor in his 
Soſpel hath ther given, ar Fromiſe of ſuch 
Mey to be exerciſed,” but thro0Jeſus'his 
Son: Che Grace: _ God that: lars to M 


VvVonly bre Chrift, Tit. iii gs He puftis | 


{ 1 ps us freely bis Gface, bur it 4 we the 
= 708-1 n Jeſus Chriſt, Rom. iii. 24. 


approach to God in the Way of 


ny - Fences, What are — — or Seren, 
t Penances of a Creature to make 
| Satlefaion for the Affronts offer d to God? 
Shall we come to mary ode rig =>} 
cxptin Py ou, Duties bf. S\ 
But they are — Dr 
God in its perſect Purity would condemm 
both us d em: Beſides if they Were 
never o Penec they could not make Re- 
Capes for Trat all 
Shall we ſeek 10 Sinfrin Holborn, or Angels, 
or any hig her rank of Creatures. to 
Lane, Advocates, and Interoeſſor 5 for its? 
Alas! We have no Acquaintancè with them, 
nor do we know that any of our : Petitions 
ps. ws aa *Befides, This 
4. 2 Office 
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aſſuming for them to v 
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. own: Power or Merit. that we EA 
ted en here is but our Part of our. 
W e muſt upon ourſelves 
> of many paſt Offences in tl 
Sieht of God, but as having our Natures 
ruin'd, and the eh of them inſeebled „ 
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AC vrai Sek; 
can't 8 our own ſinſul Natures to ho- 

neſs without his ſpecial Influences: We 
can't mortify all the riſing C ptions, and 


reigning Iniquities of our Hearts „and tranſ- 
form our own Souls into the 3 of 


God: By Nature we are Enemies to God 


and Goodneſs; our own Reaſonings, our 


moral Motten: our Rules of Philoſophy, 
and all our ſelſ- invented Methods of auſtere 


Penance and Mortification, will not wean 
our Hearts Dom the Love of Sin and Va- 
nity, and work that ſupreme Love to God 


n dur Souls, and that Delight in him above 


all things, which is neceſſary in order to 
true Happineſs. Tis a new Creation, tis a 
Reſarrettion from the Dead, tis a being born 

again, and what mere Creature is luthcient 


for-thele Almighty Works? | 


Ass tis nothing but the Gaſpel that ſhews 
us the Atonement. of Chriſt, which is equal 
to the Guilt of our Offences ; and how by 
that Atonement we are to be reconcil'd to 


God, ſo tis nothing but the Goſpel that re- 


veals to us the condeſcending Grace of God, 
and the powerful Influences of his own Spi- 


rit, whereby we may have our Natures re- 
mere d and fitted for the Freſence and En- 


yment of God.. 
Conſideration III. Since the Goſpel of Chrif 


1. 3s eftabh Med as the Hay of our Acceſ unto God, 


--* See theſe thin gs prov'd more at large in 175 two irt 


| bene of ad Arit 'Volume of Sermons, ”. 


mer, | 
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there is an awful and terrible Curſe pronoanced 
againſt thoſe, who bring in 5 other pretended 
Goſpel or Way of Salvation, Gal. i. 9. If any 
Man preach any other Goſpel to you than that © 
ye have receio'd, let him be accurſed: and this 
Curſe is not only pronounc'd againſt Men, 


but againſt Angels themſelves, if we could wo 


Affront to the Government of God. Ver. 8. 
Th We or an Angel from Heaven preach any 
other G e . to you, than that which we have 
preach'd, let him be accursd. Behold here St. 
au, a little and defpigable Figure of a 
Man, but under the Influence of the Divine 
Spirit, pronouncing a Curſe upon himſelf 
an Apoſtle, and upon the higheſt Angel in 
Heaven if he ſhould preach another Goſpel. 


ſuppoſe any of them ſhould attempt ſuch an I 


The Sovereignty of God in the Appointment e 


of the Means of our Salvation will main- 


tain its on unrival'd Character and Dig - SP : : | 


nity in a ſublime Degree, and he declares 
his holy Jealouly of the leaſt Intrenchment 
upon it. Wo be to the Man that attem 
to lay any other Foundation for a Sinner's 
Hope; he expoſes himſelf to ſuch a 175 e as 
would fink an Apoſtle, or an Angel 
to Hell and eternal Miſery, 


K Qunifitetativn Iv. 7 he x great God 6 41 
r made feoeral Perſons | te terrible In- 
3 | ances of his Indignation, whey they have pre- 

* to attempt to pleaſe, or ſerve him in 


2 1 


' their Cenſers and 


fore the Lord, Tis ſuppos 


30 1 ird S 
other Methods than be hie, 


Sons of Aaron, in I 
offered ſirange Fire before the Lord which he 


commanded them not; there went out Fire from 


the Lord and devour d them, anti they died be- 
'd by. learned 
Men that when the Divine Fire came from 
Heaven and conſumed the Burnt-Offcring, 
Levit. ix. 24. this Fire was not only to be 
preſery'd always upon the Altar perm, 
to God's expreſs, Order, Levit. vi. 12, 13. 
The Fire ſhall ever be burning. and never go 
out - But that no other Fire was lawful to 
be us d in burning the Sacrifices or the In- 
cenſe: And when Nadab and Abi hun neglect- 
ed to uſe this ſacred Fire, and put ommom 
Fire in their Cenſers in the Room of it, this 
was the very Crime which God ſo terriblß 
avenged. This is that (ſaid Moles) whivh 
the Lord ſpoke, I will, he ſauitifjed in them 
that come nigh me, and boy's all the Fans 


il I be glorified. 


Behold a {ſecond ne 1 ihe dreadful 
Anger and high Reſentment of God 
a like Occaſion, "when Korah, Dathan — 1 


Abiram with 250 Princes of the Aſſembly 


doſe up againſt Mojes. They preſum'd to 
enter into the Office of Prieſthood, and to 
offer Incenſe in their Cenſers, to Which Mi- 
* God 9 none but Aaron * 

is 


Sek. again InotDBLITY, 3 


his Sons. Read the awful Narrative, Numb. 
xvi, When Moſes gave them a ſolemn Re- 
proof, and Ars a the/ of Korah 
and his Company, ibe — — 4 
that was under them, and the Earth opened 
her Month and ſwallow'd them up and their 
Houſes with. all their Goodi hey and all that 
2 e 4 unto. 2 went down od into the 
| pon them and th 
be ner to: : And 6 
7 — 55 round about ys 92 at ih 
Cry of # or 4 the Ea 
i — 5 l — 
from the Lord, — conſum d the 2 50 Men that 
Mer d Incenſe. This unexampled and aſto- 
niſhing Vengeance makes it appear” with 
2 dreadfal Eyidence, that their Crime was be: ery 
v1 heinous i in the Eyes of a jealous Gd. 
Take a third Example of the Jealouſfof 
God. Saul was the firft King whom he ap- 
pointed over 1/7ael, yet When he preſunid 
10 offer a Burnt-Offering himſelf before the 
appointed Hour, and did not tarry ſor Sa- 
mel to do it, God lays this'to his Charge 
as one Reaſon of his taking away the 1 
dom from him, viz: becauſe he did not ke 
the Commandment or Appointment f th, 
Lord, 1 Sam. xiii. 12,14. And yet be b 
tohave had a very good Excuſe too, and did 


* almoſt unwillingly: I fore d my feli, & c. 5 | YF 


In the 4th Place mark what a Monu- 
ment Ol 6 * 2 appears in 
Væsiak, 


% 


—_— X 7 ACavs4r Set. 2. 
; _ Uzziah the King of Judah, 2 Chron. xxvi. 
16, &c. he went into the Tem ple of the Lord 
to burn Incenſe upon the Altar of Incenſe. The 

King reſuſeth to defiſt from his impi- 

ous Attempt, when the Prieſts inform'd 
him of his Tranſgreſhon : It belongs not to 

" ghee} Uzziah, to burn Incenſe unto the Lord, 

| but to the Driefs the Sons of Aaron, who are 
conſecrated to burn Incenſe, and immediately 
he was ſmitten with a foul Diſeaſe, the Le- 
freſy roſe up in his Forehead, and he was thruſt 

out from the Temple, yea himſelf hafted to go 
but, becauſe the Lord had ſmitten him, and 
 Uzziab 11 King was a 2 unto the Day 
his Death, and was cut off from the Houſe 

of the Lord. Thus we ſee that God will 

are neither Prieſts, nor Princes, nor in- 
dr e Kings to make an Inroad upon his 
appointed Forms of Worſhip, or to alter any 
Part of the Ceremonies which he has or- 
dain d. The Lord of Hoſts is a great King 

_ anda jealous Gad: 

There is yet a fifth Inſtance that i in hows 
| reſpedt ſeems. to carry a more tremendous - 
Evidence of the Jealouſy. of the great 
God in this Matter, and that is written, 

2 Sam. vi. 7. When the Ark of the Lord was 

brought up 1 the Houſe of Abinadab in a 
Cart, Uzzah put forth his Hand to the Ark 

God, and took hold of it for the Oxen ſhook. | 


Zeal to G the Ark of God, and the 
8 yp : 


1. [Doubtles Uzziah did this out of a pious 


Sect. 2. again IN ID RII TY. 33 


things that were in it from being ſhatterd? 


But the Law of God by Mie. had ordain'd 
the Prieſts only to bear the Ark: And h. 
Anger of the Lord was kindled againſi Uzzah, 


and God fmote him there for his Error, and 


he died 2y the Ark of God. Here does nod - 
ſeem to be any Ambition or Inſolence in 


the Heart, preſuming to attempt ſorbid- 


den Work: But even where Piety and Zeal 
itſelf were expreſt in a forbidden Manner, 


the great God is ſo. jealous of the Honour 
O ; vo 


Man dead for his miſtaken Zeal : The Lord 


our God (ſays David) made a breach upon us 
for that we ſought him not after the due Order, 


i. e. by imploying alone the Levites and Prieſts 


in removing the Ark, 1 Chron. xv. 13. And 
this is left upon Record as a Warning- piece 
to affright us for ever from pretending. to 
honour God, and to expreſs our Devotion 
for him in any other Methods than thoſe, 


| which he himſelf has ordain'd, andconſe- 
crated. .. ON e NG 


Conſideration V. -7he huge Contempt that 
God himſelf has thrown upon the Ways and Rules 


his Appointments, that he ſtruck the 
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of his own Appointment when their Date is 
expired, gives us a plain Intimation that he 
will accept of no Methods of Worſhip, but ſuch 
as he appoints. How magnificent and illu- 
ſtrious beyond all our preſent Thoughts 


and Expreſſions, was the Worſhip of God 
„ ann - Þ + © 2 a 
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34 4 Cs 4 By 17 Sect. 2. 
ier ibetnacle, and —_— in the Tem- 
ple, when thoſe Buildings were firſt ſet up, 
te one by Moſes the Prophet, and the other 
y SÞlomon the King? All the Pomp and 
Glory of the Heathen Temples and their gol- 
deni Idols, all the Splendor of the Veſtments 
of the Prieſts, and Furniture of Cathedrals 
and Altais in the Church of Rolne, tho' the 
| Rithesof the World ſeem to be amaſſed and 
Hid ont there, yer it falls incomparably 
Wort of the Glory and Grandeur of the 
ciwiſh Worſhip in the Days of Moſes and 
vlomon But when the Term of theſe Ce- 
temonies was once expir'd, and their great 
Defix 1 accompliſh'd in the Death, the Re- 
rrecionh and Interteſſion of Chri , what 
James of Contempr does the Spirit of God 
caſt ußen them? —4 ate Elend of the 
mord, Gal: Iv. 3 s of Bondage, v. 1. 
-Weak n b gar Elements, iv. 9. The Rudj- 
ments of this Wo 1d, Col. il. 26. Mere Sha- 
Hows bf good thing « to rome, Heb. x. 1. Car. 
nal Ordinances and a worldly rad: =o Heb. 
Ix. 1, 10. And even when the Apoſtle is 
4 peaking of the Glory of thit Diſh en, 
He calls it 7% Wee of 7 2 Cor. 
iti. eſpecially when tlie Goſpel came in which 
KB the Mi nitration of Life. And when he 
| 5 eaks of Circumciſſun, which was the Pride 
and Boaſt of the * wiſh Nation, and was 


e ee 
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ce the diſtingu Mark of God's s ſpe- 
ela! Favourites, he mo only pronounces it 
5 | | e 
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ble, but threatens the Ge 1 t 
frat Lid LE 6 not hing, i they 51 
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> himicli throws upon. them ſuch e- 
e nt rap ph Language, when 
the appointed LIBS of "YE 1 EXPY Ke gn 


we imagine tp holy Gor re Forms 
of W 5 ne hl ke ms 
Men, or the 8 he BO a 42 5 iſh ang 
ſinful Creatures, where his own Appe int 
ments are reveal K his Favor by f 


appointed 7 This m iſt be a vain 8 - 


" 
L 81 Hunt ap a folih 1 i 
* 18 AM A 5 ta J ; E 0 e 2 : 4 9 


a 25 0 ee that  declar 
bel to be the only. Way #5 our ee, 
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No Man comet h to the Father but by me, 1 Cor. 


41. 11. Other Foundation can no Man lay than 
hat God has laid, i. e. Chriſt Jeſus, Rom. 
ix. 31. Tho the, unbelieving Jews had a 
'Zeal for God, and Paal himſelf bore this 
"Witneſs for them, yet they did not attain 
juſtifying Righteouſneſs, but fell ſhort. of it 
becauſe they did not ſeek it by. Faith in the 
Son of God, but by Obedience to the Works 
of the Law of Moſes. And when. our bleſ- 
led Redeemer ſhall come in flaming | Fire, 
1 Thefl. i. 10. he ſhall not only pour out 
his Vengeance on them that know not God, but 
on thoſe alſo who obey not the Goſpel, It was 
the Commiſſion which our riſen Lord gave 
to the Apoſtles, when they were ſent to 
reach the Goſpel, to let the Nations know, 
that he that lebeverb not fhall be damned, 
Mark xvi. 16. And at the cloſe of the Bible 
the Unbelievers are join'd with the Myrderers, 
and Whoremongers, and Sprcerers, and Idola- 
ters, and Liars, and are caſt into the Lake, 
_ which burns with Fire and Brimftone by an 
expreſs Order from the God of Heaven fit- 
ting upon his Throne of Judgment, Rev. xxi. 
The laſt of theſe Confderations is ſufficient 
of itſelf to evince this Truth, that a ſinful 
Creature can never attain the Fayour of 
God and Happineſs, unleſs he purſue them 
in thoſe Ways, and according to thoſe Rules, 
which God has eftabliſh'd in his Goſpel : But 
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gethexr, 


at laſt to loſe our Hope and our N 


geck. 3. b bir * 


gether, methinks they ſhould make a deep 
and powerful Impreſſion upon our Conſe» 
ences, and awaken us all to enquire whether 
ve are engaged in the Purſuit of Heaven, 
according to the Methods of divine Ap--—k 
pointment, and whether we are /triv I 
2a 15 or the Crown of Glory. It will be 

ut Diſappointment 'to labour hard 
by Until and ne Methods, and 


and our Souls for ever. 


8 E C T. III. p eh | 


Firms 23 and Q weries 1 the Dez 7 
anſwered. e hes tin 


*5 has hat declared in the Gregpiif 
Sections, what are the Methods and Rules 
_ of divine Appointment, wherein we are to 
ſeek for eternal Life and Happineſs: And 
ſeveral Conſiderations have been offered to 
"enforce this Truth, that it is in vain for us 
to hope for the Favour of God or Life eter- 
nal, if we refuſe to ſeek it by theſe appoint- 
ed Ways and Rules. I come now to an- 
ſiver ther ſome Q weries which the Deifts and In- 
feu of our Age have raiſed by Way of 
Obfection againſt this Doctrine: And 1 55 
"theo divine Grace I ſhall be enabled to gie 
ſo ſufficient an Anſwer to them as may con- 
firm the wayering Chriſtian againſt the Dan- 
ger of Apoſtacy, and 1 would Kh alſo bee > 3 
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? 's it not impol ble that Ts 
1 neſtly practiſe a Religion which he does 
7 know, or which he does not believe? 
therefore à Man be not conyinced of the . 
Truth of the Chriftian Reli gion, it may be 
Juſtly ſaid, that he does not know it, i. e. he | 
doth not know. Reaſons enough to believe 
4 And will not this Ignorance be a ſuffi- 
nt Excuſe for him in the Sight. of God the 
udge of all? - 
q 1 e J. Tis granted that gnorance i 
. 1 10 Crime at all, where it hath been always 
utterly inyincible in the very Nature "of 
Things, and where there hate never been 
_ any Means of Knowledge: Therefore ap 
e among the n Nations of Africa, 
00) the Pe was never; preach d, gr 
the Name 9 is never known, ſhall ot 
be . r not helieving in N, 
It is 3 alſo, that 2 55 the 
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Very feeble, as amongſt the Laplanders and 
Anh 0 3 Ru uſſians 5 donb tlels.. gnorance 
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But in the Land of Gre Britain, and 
eſpecially in the Towns "and Cities of ji 
| where theſe Men of Infidelity generally 
dwell; in Great. Britain, where the | Light | 
of the Goſpel ines with glorious Evidence, 
where Chriſtianity has been brought oſten 
to the Teſt, and has maintained its Ground 
in the midit of all the intellectual Conflicts 
of a reaſoning Age; in Great Britain, where 
the Proofs of our holy Religion have been 


fet forth in ſo convincing à Light, ſurely _ 


the Pretences of Ignorance muſt be cut off 
here, eſpecially among all Perſons who have 
had a tolerable Education: And there is 
juſt Reaſon to ſear, that this Ignorance has 
too much of Pride or Negligence, / or Ob- 
ſtinacy in it, and will be imputed by the 
great Judge, to the evil Turns and Biaſſes 
of the Will and Affections, more 93 to 
the Weakneſs of the Undetſtanding : Nor - 
indeed will our modern Infidels hear 0 have 
it placed on this Foot, from the h igh Eſteem 
they generally have of their own Reaſon. ' 
The Scribes and Phariſees in the Days of 
our Saviour, might make the ſame Pre- 
tences, that they did not know the Goſpel 
of Chri ift, i. e. they did not ſee or know 
Reaſons enough to believe that Chrift was 
the great Prophet, or the Saviour of the 
World: But our bleſſed Lord, who Well 
knew the Sufficiency of the Evidence which 
he had given to convince Men of the W 


of his . Miſſion pron 
9 upon thoſe Infidels. 


think it may be faid, that if ever there was 


an Age or Nation under Heaven, fince the 


5 e Age, which had abundant ratio- 


nal Evidence of the Truth of Chriſtianity, 
the Inhabitants of the chief Towns and Ci- 


ties of Great Britain enjoy that Evidence; 
and eſpecially the Men of Leiſure and 


Learning amongſt them. So that this pre- 


tended Ignorance, I fear, will at laſt appear 
to be too near a- kin to the Pretences of the 
Unbelievers in the Days of Chriſt, and 'tis 

well if they don't fall under the ſame Con- 


demnation. 


Anl. II. The great God, who is perfectly 


wie and perfectly juſt, well knows what 


Allowances to make for every Degree of 
Ignorance which People may lie under, ac- 
cording to their various Advantages or Diſ- 


advantages or Knowledge: Yet he has ta- 


ken Care in his Word both of the Old and 


Ney Teſtament to let it appear, that Ig- 
norance in general is not always a ſufficient 


Excuſe for Crimes committed, or for the 


Neglect of Duties commanded. - The whole 
fiith Chapter of Leviticus is ſpent in di- 


recting the ignorant Sinner among the Jews, 
what he ſhould do to make Atonement for 
his Tranſgreſſions, v. 17. It is ſaid, If a 


Au Pe, and commit oy of * Ti ings which 


are. 


775 1 3 ay not "that 
I am he, ye ſball die in your Sins. And L 
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are — 70 be * 1 the Commandments 
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10 U radia tele: whathe will? dot 
| n Nr ye what Nees e en eg | 
zan J al ent to any g doth not 
appear with ſu ficient Evidence to my Un- 


i an to be true? The. Mind of Man 
1, his R ems to bo a paſlive Power, 


cannot feceiye 451 Propoſition but ac- 
ing to, the Evidence. or Proof that at- 
tends it, and according to 1 BereagH-gb 
Light in Web . Fer 1 


do not appear to my 18 en 

e 79 Ing bigs [om pob able to believe. 

it 15 e 12 N 2 condemn for 
according to the Make 

« balicye?... The. Se- 


rhat Gelieyeth no 11. ſhall 


CO mn CN en 

- Tity ; for 11 E) great / neyer 

> fſenda elem r to pronounce. Damnation 
gh: Ml "Re not aſſenting to m_ does 

not 1 — to them, i. 6. for not 

pelle = they cannot believe: This 

would be like c — 


ſeeing what th fr fe br mar r 
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SE. f Inciobuiry, 

dnfw.T; This Phreatnitig is 
ced againſt thoſe to hom tlie Golhet is 
offered with ſufficient Credentials, | It can. 


not de denounced againſt any Perſon who 


has not' enjoyed ſufficient Means of Kiidw:- 
ledge and Convittion. No Man fhall be 
eondemnod for not ſeeing any „When 


8 to Him. Ab Eo, 708-2 1 5 
let it he rememb / that tue en 
. W 4 the Judge of all, well kno) 
the Faculties of Men, and what Mere 
ourw/ard Revelation is ſufficient in its owh 
Nature „ diſcover the Truth of the Goſpel 
to ev 
the — of it, if he de ſincere and honieſt 
vo attend to chat Li ght and Evidence. Ard 
this Threatning wall never be executed on 
Men of an honeſt and ſincer 


Such Condemnation belongs therefore 6 
to thoſe. Perſons to whom God  himfe 
"knows he hath given 
+ or Evidenee of the Fruth of the 
Goſpel, but that thro” Foy ence of At- 
tention, or ſome eulpabſe Prejudice,” they 


Py to receĩye the Truths J believe * 


n G 
5 * 


there is not Light enoagh' to di over the 


— 
** : 
of 


Perſon, -who comes Within 


Mind, who 
were willing to receive all Conviction, and 
atrended wih humble and diligent Souls, 
yielding up their Underſtanding and Aſſent, 
whereſoever there was ſufficient Eviderice. 


ſufficient outward Ræ- 
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a $1 40 hes Sed n 
Dur bleſſed Say iour wal-knewithe Pride 
Aud Qbftinacy el the Sadducter and Pars» 

% s, in his I.iſe-time, when! after all his 
yane Miracles they would not believe his 

diving Commiſfon : It was in vain ſar them 

r not, lee ſuſſicient E- 
vine 1 8 ithe, Goſpel, forcou t Lord knew 
gien them Evidence: ſufficient. to 

be had Souls who were ſingere in their 
Tau and therefore, he pronounced and 
xepeated the Damnation upon the ꝓtond and 
b 2 N Unbeliovers Jolnc viii. a1, 24. if 
A, Celiede met that I am AO: a ud 
| gie in your Sing... tit 03 991te A 

410 Anf. II., To. refute this Objeftion- more 
_ eficqhally, let, it be conſider d, that theYude- 

nent, i, e. the Power of Aſſent or, Diſſent 
#9 Propoſition, is not a Fgeulty ſo merely | 
PA ye, ag ſome Men imagine it; ſor tis 
Plain, that, by our own Chase, Ot Inelinati- 
re 416 capable ofidelaying-,onr.;Aﬀent 
long, and, abſtaining from raſh; Judgments; | 
and e can hy ur own Choice or Inclina- 
Tion give a precipitate, or haſty Judgment, 
onceming-3n Object without Mflicient E. 

.Vidence;, we, can,;withhald on ſuſpend our 
Vapor Aſſent, where / the Evidence is 
* ak till it grow-ftronger z and eẽ can alſo 

withhold, gur Judgment. 910 Aſſent by an 


1A nw nels to receive into our Mind the 
full Light and Strength of clear Evidence, 


where the Propoſition to be believed is dif- 
Pleaſing to our Inelinations. „„ 


Queſt. 2. again In FIDBLITY, oF 
- 5 'Thus'it'is manifeſt, there is much of the 
will mingles itſelf wih che Exereiſes of the 
Underſtanding in our Acts of Judg rent; 
We are- juſtly pronounced ' Criminals,” and 
God may coders us ſor a raſh and 
Aſſent to; a miſchievous Error; becauſe "we 
did not! withhold our Aſſent till weliw 
fuller Evidence and Proof: And we are as 
Joltly pronounced Criminals,” and are” con- 
ned; juſtly, for withholding our Judg= 
ment, and refuſing our Aſſent to an impor= 
tant Truth, where God ſees and knows the 
Light and Evidence to be fuficieatly* fron ng 
_ our Convittion. 

There. are ſome Brvors that we are” realy 
to receive into our Aſſent, upon very light 
Argument and inſufficient Evidenee, be- 
cauſe there is a ſecret Inclination i in us that 
they ſhould be true, according to the old 

Latin ſayiug, Quod volumus facile credimus, 
Mat we wiſh to be true, we eaſily believe: 
And there are ſome 7 Truths, which We are 

vety baekward to receive into our Aſſent, 
tho the: Evidence be never ſd ſtrong, be- 
cauſe we-are unwilling they ſhould be true: 
Perhaps theſe Truths don't agree withiour 
ſormelĩ Notions, they contradict our old 
0 pinichle, or condemn our preſent Practices, 
pt coor they thwart our Honour or Intel 
'bethy we ſhall he expoſed to Shame or r Hard. 
chip, or Loſt in profeſſing them, or we muſt. 
change ou Party if we believe them, or fi- 
211615 nally 


Way fully to 

er Things which we have received and 
eve to be true. Now if the Mind be 
any of theſe 


b **. 

des rather chan to the plain divine 
veries o Truth, when tis propoſed 
of Reaſon or Revela« 
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Simla, that is — > in x the: Ob- 
and ſhew how a Man may ſee an 


4 even tho' it be placed in a dusky 


t, when he is very deſirous of ſeeing 
d when be uſes the utmoſt Vigour and 
ort of his Eye-Gight for this arpoſe: And 


* a * or will turn his Eyes aſide, or raiſe 
3 ut na thei! _ ; — deſu 


— Tin in — 
that he did not ſee t, wi 
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deny its Afﬀent to plain Ert. 


viliye Power with Vi our; if he will wink 


Heed thine 1 thotr Calle. 


Son of God is the O propoſed to — 4 
ID Refuge from 


rational and cautious Men have ſeen it, and 
embraced it, and ſound Salvation: Let them 1 
take gr ee es in the Days 2 
light, and of raifing a Duft by wanton aud 
unreaſonable Carils; let theiw examine the 
ſecret Workings of their Souls with 
ſtricteſt Care; for if it ſhould be 
hereafter, that there was external Li 


for their Convidtion, and | 


the- Vault lay only in their Pi 


mar 8 this will f ex 
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Lately: God will accept 


” _ tion unden the Goſpel, 
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ren from rhe dead, len ſhut b. 
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to God therein ? and 2 — the — 

etity in the Practice of a falſe Religion, 
of Man's ſincere En- 
— to ſerve him, and will eaſily par- 


dow and paſs by all hs men his * 
rors and Miſtakes. 
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Hnfiv.! I. Tho” 7Sincerity be a N ary. 
— in all the Practices of true Reli- 
ion that can be acceptable to l yet tis 


2 


not Sincerity alone that is made the Term of 
our Juſtification and Acceptance in the Con- 


finption of the Goſpel, but Faith in Feſas: 
Ghrift, or Truſt in the ny of God thro': 
Joſs the Mediator. 140% 1 deſcribes - the. 
Rug bieon 2 f the Lau, — Way: 
of. Juſtification by the Covenant of Works, 
(as it is — out to us in the external le- 
gal Covenant of Sinui) in this: Manner, 
Rom. x. bf 2 hee Things: 
ſballJive in > But. thei btep 

Faith which we preach, (aich ch. e Ade 200 15 
that is, the Way of Juſtification and NY 
eaks;thus Af thou 
oath the Lord 

believe in'thy' Heaptithat God: 


. ouſneſs, and with the Mouth cafe on i is Sd 
arion, v. 8, 9, 10. 80 Rom. i. 16, 


tion 


17 * 0 * 1 l. Power 0. God 7⁰ Saba 


b bee d ITY, 


tion po every ane that believerh,: for it is * 


ten, the Joh, al ius by: -his Faiths. + Marks 
believes ſhall: be ſaved. } Eph. 8 
ii. 8, 9. Ay Croce ye atvy ones 21500 e 
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Cad, Not of. Works Afton Man, 


N either Abraham. nor 2 amongit- the, . 


juſtifiec by Works, butt by: 


e 
Faith, 4. 6. not by the aincereſt Works of 
Righteouſneſs, which they themſelves per- 


1 erey, k 
according, to the Revelations, of It; in their 
various Ages, and in various Degrees. Rom 4 
iv. 3, 4 6. Blfſed is the, Man to aum 


formed, but by Truſt in the divine N 


| God. impure , : Righteonſmeſs 5 without | Works: 


To To Wk that worketh not, but belitveth on him 
that inf erb the Unzodly, his Faith. % "ace 


ar |, ker i. . his Faith or 


HDependence on the Pardening Mercy of 
God n a Mediator, is che only appoints, 


is nog | 


ed Way of ehre Juſtification: 
% , 02H, Works 00 Ir -he has none ſufficient 
for. this: but his 77 ruſt in that: God. 


who alt ifies. and 0 fate the Ungotly, i, . 


Perſons who have no ſufficient Godlineſs ſor 


their Juſtification: The only Thing chat 


Man can do, which /hall be imputed or 


oned 70 him in order to hig Juſti fication, i is 


his Faith or Truſt in the Mercy of God, 
who juſtifies, us freely „(without any 


K this By virtue of * Nane 8 5 


Merit of a 
our own Works i in our Juſtification * and he 
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ä the Tora, Heb. Kit. 4. We canfiot evi- 
_—_ defect « own Faithito be true and Gaving X 
unleſd it abide in us as' the Sprit 
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Scopet 
of that'Faith by which-we mult be juſtified, 


as the Defign-of the fifth 8 % 18 to o he 


care the Oject of it, 


; Obcdicgce to che Witt of God Lees in 
Bis Word, as wel as truſting in /s Chr. ft, 
ever we would de accepted of God, and 
obtain Heaven: And there are many ſub- 
Aaritial and indifÞcnfible Reaſons ſor it in 


theOtcohoiny-of the Goſpel. Tis the very 
of the Golp Tro recover Men to Ho- £ 


are” actapred 5s Ide Bebber, that we 2 , be 


Bph-4!:4. We ate not fitted for Salvation, 
and the heaven, Bleffedneſs, unleſs We are 
ſanctified: Vi ut Holineſs 20 Man full fee ; 


ig of 
Love? that is available! to eternal "Life, Cal. 


voc Phereſore thoſe that \ have believed 


müßt remember, that they are bl from 
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a; dani 2 ph. Way» * 7 
Hort. But all this vill not prove that 
Sincerity in our Works of Obedience to 


of: Sin; ou. uſtification, or Acceptance in 
e 
Or 1 Mit in 7e * as the great 
Mediator: and Recondiler. Still ons: Ac- 
 ceptance: with God. . e to 
Faith; and that as it ſtands diſtin ff 
orks, thol it muſt he ſuch a living, Faith 
as, is the Spring of Holineſs? 110 
But to being the Matter as. low 25poſſible 
Lappoſe it hold be allowed, (as ſome gon: 
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tend) that our ſincere. Eadeavours. to ſerve 


God by Works of Holineſs, ſhould be Joined 


with ou Faith in Chriſi, as the Condition | 


of our; Fanden; and ſhould he made the very 


er of our juſtifying Righteouſneſs. in 
the Neu Teſtament, yet no Man that how 


neſtlyj reads the Seripture, can ever ſuppole 


ſafficicnt to procure Pardon of Sin, and Ac- 
3 2 ith: God without. Faith in Chriſt, 


1001 rae Erd ers 18 0 417 
And. now: as we have conſidered the Wa 


God, ĩs che appointed. Term of our Parden 


- 
rom : 


that this! Sincerity in qur Duties is there 
made the: Term of our Juſtification, with- 
out the Belief of a Mediator, or that it is 


el is preached with its 


of Salvation by: Faith, as. it is e 1 


| | 7 e alſo take 4 ſhort Review:of the 


i hath 0 believed, oer. 36¹¹ 


2 Theſſ. i. 7, 8. They who ob 
Fel, Jill be puniſted with everlifiing Defruc- 
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Gol, ane "ſoon the 1 


tnings tha dinted a- 
Saint thoſe who reſuſe this only Way o 
nl. 2 ine 18. Ee that believeth not © 
17 3 areal „e bet ach 5 


„ the Wrath of” 600 222 2 
. vi. 160 He gur 'believerh nor ſtuls H 


Abt © 1 John-v/it6; 12, Herbs Bllborrh 


on the Son of God, hath the Witneſs in him 


fe He hath eternal Life begum in im; but 


"be that hath not | the Sen hath not Life. 
bey not the Gofe 


tion, when the Lord. Feſus ſhall* be revealed 


| from Heaven with his 22 ; Vin flaming 
I 2 [ * 0 . gil WL. g 0 7 1190 Yo WO 0; 25 


Now ſurely he i a bold Man that will 


dare venture his final and eternal State of 


Happineſs or Miſery; upon his on Pre- 
tences to mere Sincerity, in the Practices oſ 
any other Religion whatſoever,” in Oppoſi- 
tion to ſuch awful Expreſſions f the Goſpel 


r Chriſt, and eſpecially in ſuch an Age and ä 
Nation of Light and Knowledge, where 
the Goſpel N with o e di 21 770 


Evidence about it. chin aß 95 
Ae, II. If the 923 or Tefal! 

2. A 
ons, with all their Sincerity; are cel ibe 


in the New Teſtament as having no Hope 
of eternal = even there the C oſpel had 
ii ; N 


1 a divine Revelation, and WI 


EG * EY A N a” Pe 8 * ä * * 1 2 
5 8 % wr N . 27 3 
* * - * * 28 Y” 0 * 3 8 >. 
N * 2 x wal * N * 4464-445 hs; 
. : R l 
s 1s F 4 ** . "AF > oY * * WP 
** 
XA. F . 


2 3-F . EY 7% 5 0 7 LN £4 FT FL £ £5 ; : 4 e - +; 2_ 
* R 8 e r 
* "ww ** * 
4 
; = [ * Fay 
; 1 . Is 
p 8 5 0 * 
* a 
* 7 * N Y 4 7 5 y 
4 2 ; 
. s > 9 
* 4 2 % © 
4 LA 3 by 
if * . 
i 
* * * bo > * 
, y " +I * Py - 2 
1 H By 5 _—_ 
* 
£ 4 Ws. 
[ 


eee Ach in nuch le m 
is there for Hope, where eee bs 155 a 
and refuſed. Conſider a little what Sort 
Deſeriptions the Spirit of God gives of the 
| Heathen World; becauſe they were: withgur 


Mut the Goſs 
„either in a ewiſh, or in 4 Chris 
orm. Epb. i ii. 12. They were without C rift, 
Sanger from the Covenants. 75 /e, ha- 
ving no Hope, and without Go 1 2 4 
| Epb. iv. 8. Aljenated from the F Got 
thro the Ignorance that is In fr »C ol. \: 
21. Aljenated from God, and Enemies in hin 
Minde by wicked Works, &c. Read the dif- 
mal Corruption and wretched State of the 
Heathen World more at large, Rom. i. 2 95 
30% 31. Eph. ii. 1, 2 3. Now Ithe Hear 2 
Nations are ſaid to be utter Strangers o Gog 
to be without God, and to be without Hope, 
becauſe they are without any Goſpel, with 
out Chriſt and without. the Promiſes, even 
tho” theſe Things had never been revealed 
to them, much more ſhall Perſons who live. 
in a Land of Goſp pel-light, be pronounced 


to be wir bout God and without Hope, if they = 


refuſe” to belieye in F Feſus Chri, Who has 
| been revealed to them, and £2 Rac, they 
have been taught to know from their yery 
Oradles. What Hope can they have who | 
ſhat their Eyes againſt the Light that ſhines | 
ſo/gloriouſly round about them? Whatſde- 
yer e Senſe may be put pan ſorne 
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| I. . une 80 . 
rere Exproilic Scrip 1 
the; 2 ＋ never had the Goſpel, 
_ turely;there 1 isnonc will be allowed to thoſe 
Who have. Jo blaſphemedd and abuſed it. 
1 ee. III. II Sincerity in the Practice of 
* {Rel | were ſufficient. to . procure 
WW (ring, r2VQUT,, then 1 re and in 


Or theſe have. been pradtiſed 5 many 
People in the World, ng. that with great 
and Sincerity, and ſometimes 8 4 
ece of xeligious Worſnip. b. 
Can you imagine, that the ancient Ha- 
thens. were not ſincere in the Practice of 
ir Ceremonics, in their laborious and Ale 
l Rites of Worſhip, when they put ti 5 
lelyes. to 4s much Self-denial and Torment 
in the Perſormance of them 2 Think of 
xe dreadful and bloody Penances to which 
me of them have — 2 themſelves: 
Kl of their cutting and wounding of 
tteir own Fleſh with Knives and Lancets: 
S8 did the Prophets of Baal, whether they 
"Were, Jews; or Heathens, 1 Kings viii. 18. 
Lhink. of the Agonies of Parents, when 
y offered, their own Children to —.— 
901 Is, and burnt them in territhle IAC 
2 . "ry — the 756 1 
Rams, an Rzvers Wine and Lt | 
| I #- ihr: | Body for. their E e 


ve | - and 


een 3: ng Fe Oe, „ 


rn of their- Fleſh for abe S. 


ink of Progr and the 


dete to Death to Ang 
of the Gods. Think of — De. 


2 
votees at preſent in Malabar, WhO throw - 


themſelves under the Chariot Wheels of an 
heavy Idol drawn by an hundred Men, 
_ they may be cruſh'd to Death, and 

y Honour to their God; ſurvey all 
— and then tell me whether theſe "Wore 
ſhippers are not ſincere or no! What hare 
you to ſhew as Signals and Tokens of your 
Sincerity in Religion, comparable to- theſt 
poor blind ' Heathens? And yet after all, 
can 


dreadful Works of Devotion, theſe cos 
crated Acts of Murder, were "acceptable t 
ruhe great God, or erde procure yet een 
Heaven, under a Pretence of their Sine: 
Let us ſurvey another Scene of — 
which yet appears to be ſincere Leal” 
ſome of the profeſt Enemies of the People 
of God in all Ages. When they have been 
| ſending! Chriſtians to the Lyons, to Slaugh- . 
ter, and Heath, when they have- given 
up the beloved Sons and Daughters 
God to Fire and Sword, to Famine and 
Nakedneſs, to the Teeth and Talons of 


Wild Beaſts; ſome of theſe Bigots Trent o 


have been ſitiebre i in their Deſigns to 
| the” Powers of Heaven, and to offer theſe 
i n 


ou ever  fuppe e theſe bloody and 
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36 A GABA Sec. 33 
' barbarous Sacrifices to appeaſe the God of 
their Country. The Romans imagin'd that 
th elena of Chriſtians, who were Blaſt 
phemers of their Gods, brought Plagues and 
Jiftrefles.upon their Armies and Kingdoms, 
and therefore. they devoted them to Death, 
to leaſe the God whom they worſhipt. 
- ow will any of our Deiſis tell us, that 
theſe inhuman 3 were accepted 
of God, and in the Way to his Favour and 
eternal Life 2 and yet we have our Saviour's 
own Word ſor it, John xvi. 2. Whoſoever 
killeth, you. will think he doth God er 
that is, he ſincerely. thinks fo. 
I grant Chri/ foretells this eminentiy 
1 concer the Jews: The unbelieving Jows 
= perſecuted the Chriſtians. even to Death, in 
che Sincerity of their Zeal for God, 5 
dy'd. heir Hands in the Blood of Chr; Mane, 
in order to render themſelves more accepts 
able to the God of Iſcael. St. Paul himſelf 
tells you, that he lv e from, - 7 
EXxvi. 9, 10, I verily thought mM 
1 This 1 = ht to ds. ee T] Binge e nf 
© - I * Jeſus of: Nazareth. Many of the 
gt s did, 1 Jour # , in Priſon, and when they 
e. th, I gave my Voice againſt 
| Them. N puniſhed them- often. in. every Syng+ 
\ _ Pogue, = compelled then to blaſpheme, and 
being exceedingly mad againſt, them, I perſecuted 
em even 10 firange Cities. And Gal. i. 135, 


E i 255 5 EXC ceedingly zealous of the T1 radirions 


——— ee Fh if. 
6. IT may ak of my Zeal, TLhave ſuf 
ficient Proof of that, being a 'Perſecutor"of 
the Charch. Was Paul in the Way to ob- 
tain, divine Favour by ſuch cruel and inhu- 
man Methods as theſe? Could fuck guilty 
Practices againſt his Fellows Creatures Fen» | 
der him a worthy Object of the divine Love 
or obtain for him eternal Lite, becàuſe he N 
was fincere in them? It has been ſometimes 
obſeryed, that Perſons under theunhappy 
Influence of theſe evil Principles of Religi- 
on, have grown up to be moſt fierce and 
| barbarous. Murderers, in Proportion to their 
Sincerity and Zeal: But ſurely they are not 
accepted with God in done ut theſe. 
: bloody Practices. H O01 
That fincere Zeal j ina falſe Religion tl” 
not obtain Juſtification in the Sight of God, 
is ſufficiently declared by the Apoſtle: Paal 
to all that believe the Scriptures: For he 
pronounces concerning himſelf, that he wass 
the Chief of Sinners . this Aceount, (viz.) 5 
his zealous Perſecuting the Chriſtians, 1 7, ö! 
i. 13, 16. And that he did but uſt: tas 
N Mercy becauſe he did it ignorantiy; 
he does not pretend to the leaſt aft Claim 
a on the Account of his ſincere Teal. 
He bears Witneſs alſo concerning the fews his 
Country Men, that they had 4 Zeal for God, 
tho? twas a blind one, and ij Kan. 
5 * Rom. x. 2. They falls ue, Rig bie- 
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en neh 


% l. e. to obtain Juſtification by the 
n bre Law, but they did not attain 
bo the Li of R 'ghreoufmaſs, i. e. they could 
Not find Juſtification or Acceptance with 
God in their Way of Procedure, berauſe they 
fought it not by Faith, Rom. 5x. 315 32, 33. 


or in the appointed W. of the Goſpel. 
Anfw. IV. If Sinceiiry in the Practice of 


a falle Religion were ſufficient to entitle us 
to the Pavour of God, yet no Perſon can lay 
_ Claimtothe Favour of God on this Account, 
ſince I may venture to fay, No Man ever was 
n 3 ſincere in practiſing every Point and 
Tittie of what his Conſcience diret d him 
® to, and required of him as his Duty. is very 
bpoſſible, that a Man may be ſineere i ſome 
I fingte Actions of Life or Worſhip, who is 
=_ — defective as to his Sr in other 
=: Parts of of his Behaviour. Where is the Man 
= that can Rand up and ſay, I have con- 
4 ftantly ferved God to the utmott of 1 
* „ Knowledge : T have loved him with all 
1 Heart: I have loved my Neighbour 
4 az far as Conſcience told me 1 ought to 
c do, and fulfilled every Duty to God and 
Nan, as far as L Knew it, and was able 
bete perform it, and that without any wil- 
« ful Franſgreſſion or Ne Lam 
verily perſuaded, no Man can ſay, his o.] 
5 Obatthncs pas always excuſed him, tho in 
many Actions . may have been Aue! 
wo tl err den W 8 Now i Men 
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will yenture to build their eternal, Hopes 
upon this Preſumption of God's  Accep- + 
tance of their Sincerity, even where their 
Religion is not true, let them ſe to it, that 
they ſincerely and conſtantly fulfil their 
on invented Law of e Let 
them take Care that their honeſt and ſin- 
cere Obedience to their own Light be con- 
tinual, uniform and * ; or elſe they 
may juſtly expect that God and their n 
Conſciences will come upon them one Day 
with dzeadiul Demands* 
 Auſw. V. Suppoſe it were granted, that 
the flucere Pra ices of a miſtaken or falſe 
Religion, could render us accepted of God, 
and a ole yet taxther, that we could be 
one Failure, yet we ought to enquire whe- 
ther we have been /ancere alſo in our Search 
ter the true Religion : For if we haxe 
d here, and been negligent and carelels 
in our Search aſter the right Way to pleaſe 


"= Per 8 itgvill > faid, t Sincerity does not ily ſi 
an unin haps ted Conftancy E as T repreſent, * 
-that 1 10 15 = _ * ome lines in N 0 — 105 
„if theſe es be attended wit epentance 
Relation of ature: Care and raed 4 RT 25 * 
0 To this I aeg a — the * 7 
Are e allow ort of Sincerity, and accept q 
5 e after Sin, thro' the Intereſt of a Medittos: : 
t the Light of Nature doth not allow of any Sincerity in 
| — it be interrupted by one wilful Sin; for the 
Light of Nature can never aſſure us, that any one wilful il be 
known Sin will be pardoned, nor that any — wi be 
ere The Diſcov of chis is pure Grace. 
2 God, 


: Queſts: n i 59 SY. _ 
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Cod, our Fe Sincerity in a falſe Way 
can pretend to no Merit, and can give us 
but little Hope. It is not an irrational and 
thoughtleſs Sincerity, an ignorant and ſtupid 
| Zeal in a miſtaken Religion that came bd 
us by Chance, or that we ſlightly took up 
from a Principle of Sloth, or were led into 
by culpable Prejudices, that can ever make 
a juſt Pretence to the Favour of God. 
And therefore if we ſhould allow, that in 
the darkeſt Nations of the Earth, where 
Men have ſcarce any Advantages for Know 
ledge, God would accept of their ſincere 
Follies and Superſtitions, yet we have no 
Reaſon to expect it in a Land of ſuch Light 
and Knowledge, where we have the greateſt 
Advantages to be informed of the true Way 
of Worſhip. 

The great God who made all the Powers 
of our Nature, expects the Uſe of our Un- 
derſtandings to enquire out Truth and Duty, 
as well as the Activity of our Will and Af- 
 ſeftions, and our lower Powers to practiſe 


it. He expects that we ſhould give Dili- 


gence to ſearch and find out the true Reli- 
gion in the midſt of ſuch rich Advantages, 
as his Providence has conferred upon us. 
He gives us no Indulgence to go on in the 
Practice of a falſe Religion, and hope for 
the Pardon of our Sloth and Negligence, 
and Forgiveneſs of our thoughtleſs and 
ſtupid * on the mere Pretence of Sin- 
cerity 
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cerity in the Practice of chemo?>Thisdeadh 
me to the next * er you 
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agreeably to my Knowledge obtain Accep- 
tance with God, even tho' I ſhould w 
to fall into miſtaken Opini ns, and 
a falſe Religion inſtead of the true? 

Anſw. '1. Sincerity 
Trath, has ſo many l various Ingredients 


in it, that I fear the Unbelievers in Great 


Britain would make but a poor Pretenee to 


Sincerity, when called before the Bar of the 

great and righteous God, and would find it 
a dangerous Thing for them to have built 
their whole Hopes and Expectations on this 


Pretence, while they have rejedhod: the Soc 
pel of Chriſt his Son. an 4 ft 
The ſeveral Qualifications, - which a are re- 


quired to make up Sincerity in the Search 


7 a true Religion, are as follow, ' + | 14 


I. A watc _ and diligent * ing our 
Il the-ſecret' — culpable Pre ſudi- | 


ſolves from a 
ces that hang about the Mind, and lead 2 


From Truth : A reſtleſs and conſtant Endea- 
your to free ourſelves from every evil Influ- 


ence, every wrong Biaſs and Turn of Mind, 
that might lead the Underſtandingaſtray-i in 


| ons Enquirics," or may warp the vage 


1 4. againſt 1 N FID RL I TY 61 5 


* UT if Jam ſincere in ſeeking out — 
D Truth, ſhall not my ſincere Bndedvours 
to find out the true Religion, and to practiſe 
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in its W Now Gres are 
very numeroui. 
(..) There are ſome Prejudices that ni 
from the Influence of e who are our Su- 
| —— either in Riches or Power, or Wit 
or Years, &c. Have any of 
#be — believed on him? was thought to 
be a good Argument in the Days of Cbriff 
againſt his Goſpel: And it is an 
f the fame . , which vulgar Souls in * 
our Den e of: Are not many of 
the. Gentlemen, and fine Wits of 
the Age weary of Chriſtianitj ' 
(a.) Our Friends or A oquaintance, or 
Companions, have a firange Influence alſo 
upon the Mind, and by their conſtant Con- 
— — ſor or againſt particular 
en a ſober Youth who hap- 
—— to Fall into Heatheniſh Acquaintance, 
by the p al Impreſſions of their vile 
Diſcourſe, may become a Heathen too. 
839 Some Prejudices atiſe from the Fear 
, SfRidicule and Shame among our Afﬀſoci- 
ates, and thoſe with whom we converſe: 
And many a young Perſon is turned afide 
From attending to the Evidences of Chriſti- 
anityz leſt he 1 > thbuld be made a Jeſt among 
nis proſane Company, if he Lang m 
Believer of the Goſpel. 
. 82 There — — 8 
Happy rejudice againft the. Religion. of 
bra ah . Faule nd Follies 


of 
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ofth thoſe — — to be Chriſtians: Theſe 
delity never conſider that 
— and Faults of as heinous and crimi- 
nal a Kind, are daily practiſed by their 
Fellow -Infidels: The old — Philoſo- 
ers who profeſſed the Religion of Nature, 
Fore hae fully guilty ofa Nias. 
trary to the Dictates of natural Reaſon, and 
yet the Religion of Nature: is true and-good 
ſtill, ſo far as it goes „ 
be divinely true notwith 
quity and Madre of foe thr pretend 
P dls ir. 15 
080 ber Bet of Prej e 
Pride o Mind and — 
that the Reaſon of Man is ſufficient to = of 
rect itſelf in e Paths of Happineſs, with- 


out receiv y Diſcoveries from Gd. 
0} "Dis; Pride a that ſuffers us not to fub- 1 
mit to receive the Doctrines of Re 5 

when there is amy Thing in them that n 


know not — how to reconcile and 
explain: And this Spirit of Pride and H 

rogance tempts ſome of the Deiſts to aban- 
don all their Bible, becauſe the Word of 
God contains ſome deep Things in it which 
are rot fully underſtood by Men. 
(.) Sometimes an Affectation of Nous 
: ty warps the Mind aſide, and leads it aſtray - 
in its Enquiries aſter Truth, and for this very 
| Reaſon ſome Men do hardly receive the Doc= 
trine 9 Faith of their 

| Anceſtors, 


* 
* 


FE 
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Anceſtom "New Things "OA a deans and 


lead them off to Infidelity.” - They ſcorn to 
follow the Dictates of Tutors, and renounce 


__ thebeſtof Religions, beat then were born 
and bred in it. 


07 (8.) There is another get of Projediogs 


that ariſe from the Luſts of the Fleſh. 


©hbriſtianity ſcems to have too much Strift- | 
neſs in it or thoſe Men WhO would give 


themſelves a Looſe to ſenſual Delights: 


And thus their own vicious Inclinations | 


u their Underſtandings: Firſt they ſe- 


cictly wiſ and deſire ahas-a/[Dearis o 


ſeli·denying may not be true, and then they 
are xe to fancy and pronounce there 


Wit, and faint Colour of Reaſon, is ſuffici- 
ent to carry off their Minds from the Goſ- 
pel, whoſe: Paſſions are carried off already. 


509.) And it may be there are others wo 
are under the Influence of this wicked Pre- 


ice, (via.) I have: begun to caſt off 
Chriſtianity, and thereſore I will go on: 


I have declared my . a Free-thinker, 


aid I cannot go back. On this Account 
2 utero 1 themſelyes in their Unbelief, 


. | | and 
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ſubtle Influence to 8 the Heart _— 
 f#om-old Truths. 5 
2 (.) The Pride of thinking Heely for our 
 Melves, and throwing off all f the Bonds and 
of Education, has had a licentious 
and unhappy Influence on ſome Minds, to 


is no Truth in it. Every light Turn of 
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3 eng tr heatben e uses 
to any Reaſon or Evidence that might make 
them Believers, or incline them to receive 


the Goſpel, after they have once given 14 


their Name and Honour to Infidelity. 
Now theſe and other Prejudices 2 the 
Mind muſt be all laid aſide, before we can 


pretend to ſuch perſect Sincerity in the Starch 
ten Trath, as will juſtify. us at the Bar f 
God in the Choice and Practice of a falſe 
Religion *. And tho' in the main we may A 
have a real Deſign to find out the true 
Religion, yet which of us will dare to ven- ' © 
ture dur eyerlaſting Hopes upon a mere 
Preſumption of our Freedom from all theſe We 
evil Influences, theſe. faulty Prejudices'that © 
tick ſo cloſe to Mankind ?- Lam ready to 
* Since theſe P c Papers were in "he Ni 1 3 | % 55. lf 
raph i in Dr. 22 s excellent Diſcourſes of the 3 1 
of + belignings Ke. which I take Pleaſure to tranſcribe here; / 
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incere and upright will always  readi 33 

> BF: nee ation. EW Iden Projo 4 ad 05 Ges | „ 
they max aa under . the Wealtne of their — 
: 854 Au che Impreſſions of Education, as; — ever „ 
« they diſcern t vidence of it, they will reign to the 9 
« ſuperior Claims of Truth, againſt every lower Conftderati- - 
on or remaining Difficulty and Doubt. Shew them that it 
„is the Will of God, and they readil yield and ſupmit. 
When the inſincere on the other Hand, governed by their 
« Intereſts. and other Prejudices, will reject tho plainsſt 
„ Truths and 4 greateſt Evidence, which is againſt their Inte- #* 
< reſt, and they will ſtart little Cavils, W endleſs oo ; 
_ << zeftions; andi fortify their Minds againſt the ſtrongeſt I 

dense, to ſupport ſome Shadow of alle Quiet, and appear 
, Infidels upon Principle: Or elſe without a Ie ing 

pig abner pave about it, they will bear cit 901 | 
10 ' Forge, an er it with Violence and Malice | of 
on 5 3; wh — of the 8 Fetus. 


1 perſuade 
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perſuade pens there are not many 
| — the Deiſßs and Infidels in this Nation, 
Who examine their Hearts cloſely in this 
Matter, and after all can pronounce them- 
ſelves moſt | ſincere and n en Searchers 
of the Truth. 22 


| 4 eden Qualification cone e to 
Sincerity, is an hearty inward Sollicitude a- 
bout theſe important Concerns ; a fervent and 
longing Deſire of the Soul to find out the Know- 
7 — God, and the right Way to Salvation. 
*Tis not a cold Wiſh or two after divine 
Truth, once now and then, that is ſufficient 
to prove a Man ſincere in his Enquiries. 
A ſincere Soul will feel an inward and pe- 
netrating Concern agreeable to the momen- 
tous Subject. There are too many who 
content themſelves with a general unaffectin 
Conſciouſneſs, that they are willing to = 
out the T ruth, but this Deſign makes no 
anſwerable Impreſſion upon their Spirits as 
a Matter of prime ne and of 4 in- 
a e he 13 


| E Hericy 0 requires alſo a VIE Di- 
4 7 . ence in ſearching after the K nowledge of the 
Truth, an induſtrious Uſe of every Help poſſible 
#o be WF in our Station and Circum an- 
ces. It implies a due Attention to every 
Argument, and giving them their full 
een alk 3 a ſeizing ow: Beam of Light 
* 
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If we would prove our ſelves 6 Incere, we 


muſt not be tired or diſcouraged by a few 


Obſtacles in our Way. We muſt Eon | 


for Wiſdom as Silver, and dig for Under ftanids 


Ing. as for hidden T — rov. ii. f. Maus 


\thoa under land the\ Fear fe the: Lords 
and ud the. Label, of God. K BBY 
hereas many of our e Inß del 


P fined a —— 


tence, and a few. Difficulties in the Lan- 


guage of Scripture, they labour _ aſter a 
y hold oß 5 wb 
every Objection, and content themſeleak 53 


Solution of them, but gladly la 
with theſe little Cn as àa ſufficient A 


ment to reject it all at once, to abandon the | 
Law of Moſes,/ and the Prophets, Chriff = 1 


his Goſpel. Such a Temper and Spir 
ſuch a cavilling and contentious Practice, 


will fly in the Face of a Man when wa 


Ry to pleat mpg beidre God. 


IV. Profenerance in i honeſt wir Flip rout x 


Enquiry is another Ingredient of a Badens 
Search aſter Truth. Tis not the Work of 
an Hour or two, or the Labour of a few 

| K 3 Days; 


a 3 
A 


Queſt. 4. againſt IxIDEIIT T. 4 
honeſtly, as ſoon as it appears to the Mind, 
as a Man that ſeeks after hidden Treaſure, 
_ would-cheartully receive every Hint of Dill: 
_ covery, would — the firſt Glimmerings 
of the Gold or Silver Oar, and trace out 
the rich Vein ame en Doane en 
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87 bir according to our State and Cir- 
3 in the World, e muſt continu- 
Al ſearch till we have ſound ſome ſolid 
Satisfaction, and till our Minds can teft in 
ſome — of Religion, upon juſt and 
reaſonable Grounds. Hen vil'y; Thon ſhalt 
'ye know the Lord, 7 ” ſole o egen 
im. * 3 "47 92715 51 41 %o 9541 2 4 

. 5 P3235 9 4h 1 © 94 2 de; "} 505 2 Tx 

A V. \Slavevity' in ee out . Truth 

2 alſo great Humility and Merknefs of 

0 0 Senſe of rh Importance" of this 
e 177, a Conſciouſneſs of our own any he : 
of the many Prejudice, the falſe Lights 
aud the Dangers thut altrnd and futnound us 
both within and withou in our- Enquivies, 404 
gether with conflant- a; imporiunats Prayer 
10 God ſor bis A Gee, All theſs are ne- 


ceſliry Ingredients of duch a Slactrir — = 
Search aſter true Religion, as will. pprov 


_ Kſelfto God. We muſt not be fell. 
ent and conceited of our reaſoning 

but under a Senſe of our Weakuch a6 and 

anger of Miſtake, we muſt be | 
 titioners daily at the Throne of God; Fac 
be would not ſuffer any delufive Prejudice 
to blind our Minds, nor well colourd Er- 


.  rors to lead us aſtray; that he would order 


hings in the Courſe of his Providence 
in 1 Ryourablea Manner, as may tend to 
Wes into the Path of Tun, dog 
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God whit) — Things, . Thou elt 1 

4 the honeff Deſire of my Soul, and tñůe 

« fincere; inward and inteiiſe Breathings 6f 

„ my Heart; to find out the Way to thy 
% Favour: All my Deſire is to know and 


4 pleaſe thee my Creator; and therefore I 


1 daily ſeek thy Directions. We muſt not 
only ' incline our Ears abr and apply 
enn Fare . Underſtanding, but we maſt 2 
of — Knywledge, and lift up our Voice to He- 


a . 11. 35 6. _ n Lord ale 
2 | 2113 Þ AR "PIE | 
gies 5 TE „ E g. Mt 
VI. It belongs alſo to Kt eee Search 
_ after T ruth, that We are careful and zealous 
in the Pratfiie of every J. hing, that we have 
already found out 1, Relhoton. All the Duties 
3 God and Man, that Reaſon and na- 
tural Light diſcover to us, muſt be fulfilled 
by us With a holy and religious Indi 


of 


conſtant Jealouſy and Sollicitude of Soul, 
abſtain from every Thing that would diſe 
3 God. 7e for the' Righteous that Gol 
| Jound in dom, Prov. ii. y. He giveth 
to ef 771 are goud in his Sight Wifaom au 


and Watehfulneſs: And we muſt witk a 


Kyowledee, Eecleſ. ii. 26. And our bleſſed 7 


Lord hike tells us 0 vii. 17. if 7 

Man will d bis Wal. ſhall know | 
Dodirine vobenber it be H on of mes * 

by BOY” Dent the Will of Goda 


1 * 
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alt as it is ane, is a nec Requiſite 
in order to obtain farther Knowledge. 
Now when our modern Deiſis have ful- 
filled all theſe Rules of Sincerity in their Search» 
aſter the true Way of Salvation, I am. ve- 
rily perſuaded they will continue no jonger 
in their Infidelity, "but rejoice to ceire the | 
Goh pel of Chriſt. rh * 
over, it will be Time — 45 
them to make their on Pretences of Sin- a 
cerity in the Search aſter Truth, the Ground 
of their Expectations of divine Favour, ans 4 
to plead it at the Bar of God, when they 
have carefully practiſed all this Sincerig, 
which has been now deſcribed. -.. i 
And yet if any ſhould boldly. declate 
they have practiſed all this Sincerity, and 
yet they are not convinced of the Truth of 
the Goſpel ;.-before I quit this Head I would 
addreſs my ſelf to — with one Enquiry 
. that is, If you imagine that you 
are now truly ſincere in your preſent Search, 
have you. been altas thus ſincere in your En- 
guiries ever ſince. you began to doubt f Chriſti- 
anity? Haye you not indulged ſuch an im- 
moral Conduct, ſuch Senſuality, ſuch a 
Love to vicious Pleaſures, ſuch Pride of 
your own Reaſon, "Lach Selſ- ſufficiency, 
Sick a bantering Spirit, ſuch Luſts of the 
Fleſh, or Luſts of the Mind, ſuch criminal 
Prejudices or ſuch guilty Practices as may 
have en God to 1 you 92 & 
4 theſe 
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theſe two Ways, 01 Either in the Courſe | 
of his Providence to take' away thoſe Mans 
and — — Knowledge, which you have 
once enjoyed and abuſed + Or (2.) To . — 
all the common w ences of his holy Spirit, 
and leave you to the Weakneſſes and Wandrings 
of your own Spirits, and to give you up to 
= Blindneſs, even tho* the outward. 
cans of Knowledge may remain? 
There are many amongſt the ancient 
Gmtilee; and many amongſt the later Wor- 
ſhippers of Anti-Cbriſt, who have fallen un- 
der theſe juſt and heavy Judgments, There 
have been Men who held the Truth in Un- 
righteouſneſs, and would not practiſe Reli- 
gion ſo far as they knew it, nor glorify Gu 
10 far as they were acquainted with him; 1 
and they have been given up to vain I 
nations, their fooliſh Heart has been a 3 
profeſſing profiling . them her to be wiſe they became 4. 
inflead of Philoſophers : They became 
— Idolaters, and worſhip d Birds and 
Beaſts, and creeping Things, inſtead of God. 
The righteous God gave them over to a re- 
probate Mind, becauſe they did not like to re- 
#ain him in their Knowledge, Rom. i. 18, Sc. 
There have been many Jeus and Heathens 
ms have had the Goſpel preached to them 
with ſufficient Evidence; but when they 
had refuſed to receive it, the Miniſtry "of _ 
the Goſpel has been taken away from them, 
ons: 1 and Preachers have been called 


© +5 - . 


* 
* 
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= off from <a unfi i Spore Ground, 
sad nd have leſt that — that Country or 
NMaation in double Darkneſs, See the Hiſto- 5 
ty of the Gofþel, and the Ads of the Apoſtles. 
Our Saviour threatned this Judgment to 
tte unbelieving Jews, and it has been exe- 
.cuted not only on them, but on nm Sorts 
of Infidels beſic 
Or if the — of Kaiontiedgn — con- 
tinned among them, yet they have been 
ſorſaken of God, and given up to Blindneſs | 
| of Mind. This alſo ſeems to have been the 
Pauniſhment of Multitudes of the Jewiſh 
Nation. And St. Paul faretells the lame 
terrible Judgment upon ſome degenerate 
Parts of the Chriſtian World. Becauſe they 
| received not the: Love 0 of 1 the Truth, that, they 
might be ſaved," God ſhall ſend then ſirong De. 
* ſous that they e that they 
all might be dawned who believed not the Truth, 
but had Pleaſure in U nrighteauſneſs, 2 Theſ 
4 ü. 10. This has been evidently fulfilled in 
= ome Members of the 3 Church. 
= . Now if this be the Caſe, tfiere is Need 
= of deep Repentance for paſt Inſincerity and 
— There is Need of great Humi- 
liation of Soul before an offended God, in 
© order to make up the Character of preſent 
Sincerity: There is Need of ſtrong Cries 
and Prayers ſor — — Grace for the 
Ah paſt, as. alla as for preſent' Light and 
A Since in all further e 
hus 


Queſt. 5. againſt 1 NFIDELITY,. 73 
Thus I have gone through the ſeveral 
Reguiſites of Sincerity, which the great Judge 
of all may require and demand at the Hands 
of every one who rejects the Goſpel under 
Pretence of its inſufficient Eyidence. And I 
think upon the whole, it appears to be a very 
dangerous Venture for thoſe that renounce 
the Religion of Chrif, in our Age and Na- 
tion, to truſt entirely to this Pretence' of 
Sincerity in their Enquiries; ſince I fear 
upon a ſtrict Examination their Pretences 


will be Ae uy derpenvr and inſufl- 
cient. 1 


QUESTION V. 


Ut if God inſiſt upon ſuch ſeyere Terms 
in judging of our Sincerity, then no 
riſtian can be ſaved any more than a Deiſt 
or an Unbeliever : For without Sincerity in a f 
true Religion, you grant there is no Salva- 
tion. But may not a Deiſi be as ſincere 
and upright as a Chri/fian, both in the 
ſearching out his Religion, and in the Prae- 
tice of it? The great God who created 
us, knows the Frailty of our N atures, he 
ſees the Prejudices with which we are ſur- 
rounded, and the Weakneſſes to which we 
are continually expoſed, and if he will maæxe 
Allowances to Chriſtians in the Practice of 
their Religion, why may we not ſuppoſe” 
his merciful. Nature will incline him to 
2540 . „ make : 
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the ame compaſſionate. iAonnilices 
to the ſincere and honeſt Infidels, while they 
axe ſeeking aſter. the gre Way to pleaſe. 
him. 


Pa 
Goſpel is e 4 in the preſent Age, 
ſeems to me to be ſo ſtrong and convincing, 


that I cannot but ſay there is great Reaſon 
to doubt, whether in the enlightned Towns 


and Cities of Great Britain, there can any 
Man live and die an honeſt and ſincere In- 


believer, i. e. whether any Man who hath 


a Mind ſincerely ready to ſubmit to Evi- 
dence, and hath uſed his utmoſt Diligence 
in ſearching out the Truth, can always re- 


Wiebe Infidel; this I bare intimated 
before, and I ſhall give the Reaſons of 


this Gpinion more plainly under the next 


Queſtion. 


"XI 


But I pr oC wi: — to a . Anſwer 5 
| thus. The Chriſtian who feels and mourns 
over the Weakneſs of human Nature, the 
Strength and Biaſs of the Paſſions, the 
powerful Prejudices which ſtand round us, 


and the many Frailties that attend and de- 


file our beſt Endeayours, has greatly the 
Adyantage of the Infidel in this Cale. For 
the Bible, which we believe to be the Word 
ol God, is the Book of his Grace, and there 
he has promiſed Favour to the upright, he 
has fache us what a Door of Mercy he has 


opened 


Þ B I. T he Light of 1 and 
orce of Argument wherewith the 


Queſt. J. M Inf Livy, 2% 


opened for Repentance under our returning 


Frailties, and what compaſſionate Allows 


ances he will make for the Tranſgreſſions 
and Failings, and lamented Weakneſſes of 
thoſe who are in the main ſincere and dili- 
gent in their Service of God; and tis in 
theſe Promiſes the Chriſtian finds Hope: 

But the Light of Nature and Reafon, which 
is the only Hope and Refuge of the Dei ſt, 
can never give ſolid Reſt and Peace to his 
Soul, W a Senſe of theſe Frailties; for 
it cannot aſſure him that God will mak 
a of he: — 6 or that he * 


„ 9 
M 


cher we abe 25 or Sen) and — bes 
holds all the criminal Inclinations and: falfe 
Biaſſes which our Minds have indulgedz 
can diſcoyer all theſe in a glaring Light 0 

the Eye of our Souls, and lay us under the 
evident and heavy Condemnation of our 
own Conſcienees. N ow when this is done, 
the Deiß being made deeply ſenſible of tlie 
Defects and Flaws of his on Sincerity 
throughoiti the Courſe of His Life, has n 
— to plead or hope but unpromiſcd and 
uncovenanted Mercy: The Chrifian ſees. 
and confeſſes himſelf gu uilty before: God, re 
pents and mourns over his Wandrings, can 


flies to the Promiſes of Mercy, and to the 
n Hope. * 2 Lord, 1 
4 2 mar 


* 


+ 
PF 


7 happens: 
to be ſaved: Thete is no Worthizeſs nor; 
ins right W. to the Chriſtian, #hat he is 


” 8 
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moth! Iniquities O Lord, \who-can fland? but 
there is Forgivenneſs: -with thee, and the Blood 


of Teſs — from all Sin: But the Deiſt 
no ſuch Promiſe of ſavourable Allows. 
ances, no Hope in this atoning Blood: He 
has renounced the facred Promiſes of Grace, 


and refuſed: the Blood that. — — to 
: make Atonement. m 


3 vi. 15 
RE there not ſome Deifts. that have 
taken more Pains in the Search of 


true Religion, than the greateſt Part of 


Chriſtians have ever done? Chriſtians in our 
Age receive the Religion of Chriſi, from 
their Education, they owe their Chriſtianity 


to their being born in Great Britain in this 


Age of the World, when the hole Nation 
is Chriſtian: But the Deiſis are the, Men of 


Enquiry into the Ground. and Reaſons of 


what they believe. If Sincerity in the Prac- 
tice of a true Religion which came to us 
by Education, will fave one from the Wrath 


of God, and yet the ſame Degree of Since- 
rity in our Enquiries aſter Truth, will not 
fave another if hei happen to miſtake the 


true Religion, and light upon a ſalſe one, 
then it is entirely owing to — or to 
ure divine Favour, that a Man 


t Way, nor has: ne any Merit 
above 
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above the Infidel. At leaſt may it not be 
juſtly ſo ronounced concerning thoſe Chri/= 
| 7ians, who never ſearch'd into the Grounds 
of their Religion, but wen it up entirely 
OA their Education? 
 Anſe. I. One might reply: to this Rea- 
Sung partly by Way of Conceſſion, and 
fay thus, If this Objedion were leſt in its 
full Force, ſo far as to aſcribe the Salvation 
of Chriſtians 70 pure divine Favour without 
RY 5 don't fee any evil Conſequence | 
from it: For it is the Deſign of God in his 
Golpel that Nian ſhould not have the Nas 
or Merit of his own Salvation aſcribed to 
Himſelf, but that he that glories ſhould glory 
in the Lord, and that all the Honour of our 
Salvation and Happineſs ſhould be attri ibuted 
to God alone. We are all Sinners in the 
Sight of God: There is none righteous, no, 
not one And if by the ſecret Methods of 
his Providence and ſpecial Fayour, he has 
 train'd up ſome Perſons'in the Knowledge 
and Belief of the Truth, without much En- 
quiry or Labour of their own in ſearching ; 
for it, and if he has by his own Spirit 
wrought powerfully in their Hearts, and 
f made this Religion in which they were edu- 
cated effectual to change their corrupt Na- 
tures, to form their Hearts and Lives to 
Holineſs, and to fit them for the heaveril 


os "ever -ador'd; Who iin has gude ts 
to 


World, let his Name and his Grace be 


* 


to der? What havg we, evenche beet, 


tai we have not received? 1 Cor. iv. 7. This 
zs the Language which the Word of 0 
teaches: For the Time and Place and Fa- 
mily wherein we were born, all the outward 
and ee Helps we enjoy, all the Advan- 
tages which we haye above others, are o 
ing entirely to rich and free; Mercy, and 
therefore God will not allow his People aun 
Room or Ground for. boaſ ting 
It is evident to the World, and maſk be 
: univerſally acknowledged; that the great 
God, the Maker and Lord of all, may aps 
point the Birth and Habitation of his 1 5 
tures in what Nation, in what Houſhold 
on what Spot of Earth he alen and 
bi this very Appointment will make avaſt 
ifference between ſome” Morpals and others 
in their Advantages for Knowledge and Sals 
vation. Now if this almighty and ſove- 
reign God in the Courſe of his Providence: 
pleaſe to give me a Birth in Great, Brituin 
where the Religion of Jeſus is proſeſt, and 
give Birth — wr, in the Wilds of Ameri- 
ca, here the true God is not known, what 
Injuſtice is there in his Conduct? Af he train 
me up by the divine Impreſſions of his Grace 
Ls ligion which I received from my 
Chriſtian Fathers, to a Eitneſs ſor the hea- 
venly World, while the American Savages 
5 ate left almoſt as ignorant as the Brutes, 
J . OT u N nnd improve 


their 


% 


4 


eſt 6. — IAIS I Iv. 


rheir reaſoning- Powers, who" fhall' ſay um 


God, what do ibu; Let my Soul ado! 


with all -anible- Thankfuineſs; and W 
ng Mercy, 


ardent Love for his diſtinguiſni 


and leave the Judge of all the Earth to ac- 


count with the Americans : He will do then 


no Wrong. 
Anſiv. II. But i in che Ace Place L * 


Pos; however ſome: Dei ſis may have been 


more laborious in their Search aſter the true 

Religion, than ſeveral Chriſtians have been, 
— have believed the Goſpel at firſt he- 
cauſe their Parents tauglit them ſo, yet 1 
believe it will never be found that any Deiſ 


who has rendunced the Goſpel,” has ariſen to 


thoſe Degrees of ſincere” Piety, in his De- 


votion toward and ſincere Love to 
his Feilow- creatures, as theſe Chriſtians 4 
have arrived alt. 


Doubtleſs there are * Believe in this 
Name of Chriſi, who were never acquainted 


with any of the Principles or Objections of 


the Deiſts; who never had any Scruple in 
their Thoughts about the Truth of Chriſtia- 
nity, and never troubled themſelves to 
ſearch whether their Religion were true or 
no: But the Grace of God has made the 


Belief of this Religion in which they were 


born and educated, effectual to change their 
Hearts, to ſanctify their Natures, to make 
them hate every Sin, to draw out theirs 


Aten to e and their N * to fill) : 


them 
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Diſpoſition, and to fit them for the ſacred 
Employment and the Bleſſedneſs of Hea- 


ven: And this is an inward, a ſolid and 
rational Teſtimony and Evidence of the 
divine Original of Chriſtianity, as I have 


; proved at large in the ſeyeral firſt Diſcourſes 
both of my firſt and ſecond Volumes of 


Sermons, publiſh'd ſome Years ago. This 


- Inward Experience of the ſanctifying Power 
| of the Goſpel, eſpecially where it riſes to a 
high Degree, is a juſt, an effectual, and 


_ conſtraining Conviction to them, that the 


Goſpel of Chriſ is true. He that W | 
bas the Witneſs in himſelf, 1 John v. 10. 


Theſe Chri/tians, even tho' of the meaner 


L and lower Rank of Underſtanding, arrive 


at ſuch divine Virtues as the Dei with all 
his Pretences to Reaſon and Knowledge ne- 


ver arrived at. Thus the great God ho- 
nours the ſacred Religion, that he has given 


to Men with the Produce of that ſincere 
Diety, in plain, humble, and unlearned 


Chriſtians, which is not to be found amongſt 


Felicity. 


Anſiv. III. Bur 10 cut off all otlier Pre- 


tences at once, I think we may dare to af- 


74. ©«v e Kellie 
them with every Virtne and every pious 


* 


Infidels: Hereby their Faith is confirmed, 
and hereby they are fttect: for the heavenly 


firm, (as I have intimated before) that if 


any Disbeliever of the Goſpel of Chriſt in 


Great Britain, with his utmoſt Labour of 


a Te Soul, 
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Sou N beat * Lge | 
and recht ra ee A ter UI 
5 of he T roch 1 2 0 17 


be to 7 the 
fon, he will certainly be led ir © 1 
of the Truth: He vill have ſucl A 1 
Evidence of the 'Goſj ſpel of Chriſt * Mp 
him, as ſhall turn him from an n. Inj 15 me: 
a Ge, and 1 give theſe. Reaſogs. | 
I. God himſelf has promiſed i in 120 
that à "ili 820 e and faithful Ihe 
quirer aff | 51. e. Religion, "Ex 
the Knowledge 7 20 all not be A 
ed, but obtain his End. This is;the 
5 evident Phirpo ort and Intent of ſeveral Seri cripe 
tures cited 'before Prov. it. Eccleſ. ii. S. | 
If. thou fearche 4 * dom as ; for hidden: 1 
fares, and ks Voice to the Lor Lord for 7 
Under ſtand. . thn 2 tt thou. 1 underfland 1 — 
Fear A Th he giveth to hq that 
are jt in "bis Sig Wi; dom, Under} anding, 
und Knowledge, Luke xi. ry 13. Sek and je 
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all find, ask and it ſball be given oh 
pt 7. I any WHAT os 1 Go 
theo! ball he know Concerning | the Doi rine. 7 ; 
_ Chrift, whether it be of God or no, Jam. i i. F. 
Tf any Man want Wiſdom, ler him. ak it. * 
Cod, fre giveth to all Men bberal h, and up: 
braideth oe, and it ſhall he given him. he 
bleſſed God Who ae fach Promiſes | as 
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Ret: For it will power 0 1 
Mind to believe, th 
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Religion ſo 155 nely: ; 
rophecie: before, an od b (cl 
rat And u e Wich other 
Lane, malt” needs come fray 
Aube the Light o of g lature aſſures, i 
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t Gs it n be anted, 
ha 7 ths of rey i of Chrift Were. | 
"med. in the Sight of Multiti 8 
thoſe Perſons WhO Had. the Happineis to be 
= fe na oagh them, in hag one 
Reſp pet, have ſome n e r F aith 
DO thoſe who live; in {cbs Ages: .. 
BY if. e ſhould enter ne, a Detail of this 
Enquiry, it may be we ſhould find, 3 
Men of Letters in this Nation, and in our 
Day, are favoured. with, more Adyantages 
for Faith, and ſeveral other Springs of E. 
'vidence e pyhich compenſate the Loſs of — 


5 ape : 7 75 1 the Whole Suryey and j Ti 


Balance of Things, comparing; 5. 
pe. Vi ;Ours 55 Tp ne Na e 3 T 


bo Ain Wo Wt et there Were 4110 
BR WhO 10 8 in the Age of Mi, 
"a who perhaps neyer had Opportunity 
2 actual LEydebnelke⸗ of one ſingle 
Miracle wrought by Chrift or his poſtles. 
Hd had long deſired 4 and yet it was 


* * him, 5 Ix, . 1 mY 
Wer 8 


F 


Que ſt.7. againſ Anzrp BLITY.. 
| were who asked our Saviour to ſhow them a 
Sign from Heaven, but he Aid wer ci pron 
per to gratify their Humour, nor was it fit 
that Signs and Wonders ſhould- be 
too common: Sometimes he reproves their | 
Curioſity, and calls them a wicked and adubs 
terous, Generation, probably becauſe he knew 
their obſtinate and cavilling Temper, that 
they derided his preaching, and did not give 
Fad Credit to the many undeniable Reports 
that were made concerning his Miracles, and 
| therefore he would ſhew them no new ones, 
Obſerve farther, that as there were man 
in the Days of 42 1 who neyer beheld, 
ane of his Miracles actually wrought, ſo it 
is moſt. probable there were i who 
never ſaw above one or two of them: There 
were but comparatively few : of the ſame, 
| Perſons. who happen'd to be oſten actually 
ene and were Eye-witneſſes of very 
many of theſe n Wonders; ſor tho! 
they were not done in a Corner, yet they; 
were werought in diſtant Towns and Villas 
ges, where: not a Quarter of the ſame Pers 
ſons could be preſent. .. As ſor their Knows, 
ledge of the reſt of. theſe Miracles, which 
their own Eyes ſaw not, RT aaa 4 
to them by the Report and r | 
others: And perhaps theſe; e 
not be always ſo juſt, ſo exa 3 
as the Narratiyes which we enjoy, 3 
theſe were committed to Writing by the 
Laie, themielvey who ſaw them, © It 
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2 Wb. le alto that ſew of thoſe Per 
Une WIIO od; ii the Days of our Saviour, 
fd ever ſo large, ſo particular and o ebm 
fete an Account as we have of all the va. 
 Fions Miracles which are tranſmitted don 

td us in che Hiſtories of the Goſpel. 

F then many of them never frw one MT 
cle, if 'thoſe who ſaw one or two, mult 
come at the Knowledge of the reſt of the | 
. riß the ſume Way that Ve 
40, 3: e: by Reporr, and if we have müerr 
rl and more complete Account of them 

an moſt of the Jett were fayour'd With, 
aud that by ds fure and credible a Report, 
A e by tlie writing of Eye-witneſſes, E 
Would bumbly enquire whether this may fot 
ebmpenſate, if tiot overbalanee their Advans 
tige Lene in that Age, even cho the 
fi A Mifacle or two wit theif own Eyes. 
* 1 0 al chat Collection of the miract- 
- As Fs of Chri — * of tlie 
fl 'Spitit/ to che les, whereby 
Whhlets were wrought * N ant 
for man fucceſſive Yeats; whith'i is conyey I 
owe to ud by catly and aàüthentick ! 


Pate dhe ſthreff Preſervers of afl 
Ae Fa may at this Diftance of Pime, 
x 45 
| 35 ive A fuſt an Evidence to the Goſpel 
of C ri] as the two bor three Miracles, t 


4 Poutidation for our Faith, 


_ in 5 Probe wn ie 
| een under the yery Blaze and Splendar of = 
50 .dixine They could hays 
| and we: P tuloſophical Contahranes lor the 
Solution of the heavenly W they could, 


1 e r _ en ee none hare. 
Pig; ir gun Eyer/ight. In 
05 1 true in every Age, 
Saviour lays. in his Age, that ithey 
_ mull. vot hear Moſes and the Ng | 
neither will they believe if one _ from th 
Dead, Luke vi. % j]. 
: But tis Time to proceed + hy; 85250 
Cunſideration, 8 that the Mea of Ent 
2 7 in our Day have probably as ſtrong 
l of the « Tomb. a the. | Goſpel 


i 5 that there 
were Eur Predictioos of che asien Pro- 


phets 


been e - lin our Saviour Weit 5 
ren: Particulariy the Unbelief of the 
5, and their being rejected out of God's 
wth and the Multitudes of Gentiles 
Hockitg in to Chriſſ. There have been ſome 
Prophecies ſpoken by our Saviour himſelf, 
Which have been fince accompliſh'd in the 
Deſtruction of "Feruſalem, wa | the Callin 

of the Gente Church, the Perſecutioris S 
the Apoſtles; the Crubifixion of St. Peter, 
Sc. There have been alſo other Predidti- 
ens of the Apoſtles and Apoſtolick Men 
anled ſince that Time, via.) the Na- 
29 Ire; the Principles, and the Riſe of Anti- 
, which was ſoretold both by St. Paul 

St. Fohn, the binding of St. Paul at 
Fee, the univerfal Dearth in the Days 
idius Cxfar, both predicted by 4gabus, 

> x All which joined together, give an 
additional Strength to the” Evidence of 
. in our Day. 


Confid. J. III. Reflect mY on the amazing 
Succeſs of the ' Goſpel among the Nations: 
How it gain'd ſurpriſing Victories over great 
Men and Philoſophers, how it made its 
Way thro! Armies and Palaces, how it tri- 
umph'd over the Oppoſition 'of Enemies, 
the Laws of Princes, the Torments and 
Terrors of Swordand Fire, the utmoſt Rage 
15 _ and the Spite of Devils, — ce 
rait 


* 


Queſt. 7. againſi IxrIDELIT V. 89 


mong Men, ſor the Propagation of a new 
Religion. Surely this prodigious Succeſs 
and Vidory of the Goſpel,” can be imputed. 
rationally to nothing elſe but the Fidget of 


Freedom 0H T — and equal Senſe and 
Reaſon to the beſt of its Enemies, ſuch a 


Religiap (Lay) may —_— a ſuppoſed o 


Craft of the Heathen Prieſts, the Madneſʒ 


and Superſtition of the People; and all 


this without the Force of — without 
the Powers of human Learning and Rheto- 
rick, without the Baits and Allurements of 
this Life; and without any of i thoſe: Aids 
which are wont to be thought neceſſary a- 


God ;; and it diffuſes a new Brightneſs and 
Evidence ar0uod the Religjon' of hee bes 
yond hat thoſe who lived in the 2 of 
Chriſt.coul.&c or knows $0 K +19 2088 

iM is un ant i it "4 


Con hd. IV. Let it be remembet d toq; 


that this Religion has now ſtood the Teſſ 


of the moſt — and critical Enquiries:of 
its Adverſaries: It has been ſearched, and 
tried by the Men of Learning and Wit-and 
Reafor, in the ſeveral Nations of the Earth, 
for almoſt 1700 Vears; and certainly a Re⸗ 


ligion which has been brought to the Teſt 


ſo oſten, and paſt thro! ſuch ſtrict Inquiſiti- 


ons, and yet ſtill maintains its Ground, and 
that not only among the lower Part of 


Mankind, but among Men of unbiaſt Minds, 
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— dnn v. To all the ores Conſidetati- 
ons this may be added, that 
internal and innate Evidences of t 
of the Goſpel, were never ſet in ſo power- 
ful and c a Light as in the preſent 

Age: 1 mean ſuch dite from the Excel- 
kncy;of its Doctrines and Preceptꝭ, Rules 
and Moti ves, from its perfect Conformity 
to all the Fare ver of natural Religion, 


and from its ſuppl ng all the Defects there- 
of, from its KL v Corrchyondane with all 
the PerfeQtions —— and its all- ſufficient 


Relief of the Ws and Mileries of 


fallen Man, from its maniſeſt Tendency 
to the Honour of God, and the well- 
being of Man both here and hereafter, a- 
bovelall the Religions that ever were known, 
believed or proſeſt thro' all Ages of the 
World. I can hardly ſuppoſe that ever 
this Sort of Evidence for Chriſtianity was 
ever ditplayed in 
large and full, 10 iregular and /harmonious 
a Manner as has been done Wendt the 
Angenidus Chriſtian Writers of this 
And in my Opinion, this Evidence may 
we accounted equal to the mere Eyc t 
of lone or two leſſer Miracles, at leaſt in the 
Eſteem of the NMen of elegant Fhouglit and 


eſinh'd Reaſon, ſuch as our OT Unbe- 
lievers would fain appear. OY 


— 


any former Age, in 1d 


Queſt.⸗ . againſi INFIDELITY. 91 
Upon 


the Whole, tho' it be granted, 
that the Evidence of the Goſpel of Chriſt 
zs it ſtands in our Day, doth not ariſe quite 
ſo high, nor give quite ſo ſtrong a Foun- 
dation for our Faith, as it did for the Faith 
of the Apoſtles, who ſaw moſt of his mighty 
Works, and converſed with him, and of 
ſome of the cus who had the beſt Advan- 
tages in the Days of Chrift; yet I can hard- 
Iy think its preſent Evidence to be inftrior 
to what the Gener ay of the Jews and 
Gentiles enjoy d in | 


ive Times. 13153 
But ſuppoſe I ſhould not have exactly ad- 
juſted thole Proportions of Light and Evi- 
dence, between former and later Days, yet 
we mult affirm this to the Honour of Chriſti- 
anity and the Goſpel, (and we may do it 
with Juſtice and Truth) that whereſoever | 
it is publiſh'd with all its proper Teſtimo- \ 
nials around it, it carries with it even in 1 
our Day, a very ſufficient Evidence to every 1 
ſtudious and faithful Enquirer. For if it were 
poſſible for a humble had ſincere Soul un- 
der all theſe Advantages, not to ſee ue 
ent Reaſon to believe the Goſpel, this 
vuVould be a heavy Impeachment of the E- : 
vidence and Honour of :Chriftianity; and 
confequently; of the Care of .Chrif?, Torithte << 
Propagation and Support of his Church; 
it would look as tho' he had not provided 
bis own Dodtrine with ſufficient Proofs and 
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1 92 FT 4A Cx VE AT "SEX. 3. 
honeſt Mind to embrace it; it would be an 
Impatation upon the general Goodneſs of 
God, as tho' he had * — a Religion 
to continue thro? all Ages to the End of 
the World, and yet had not fſurniſh'd it 
With Light and Demonſtration ſufficient to 
convey it thro? the ſeveral Sueceſſions of 
Time. 5 | 
tak think therefitied it may. be maintained, 
| that: the dreadful Curſe which is fo often re- 
peated by the Hiſtorians of the Life of Chrift, 
and which our Saviour pronounces, when 
he was juſt leaving the World, upon thoſe 
-who ſhould not believe his Goſpel where 
it is publiſh'd| with proper Evidence, is not 
confined gra ac the Days of Mi racles, 
but that it is a Part of the great Goſel- 
:Conmiſſion which he gave to his Apoſtles, 
and which ſtands good ſo long as Chrif pro- 
miſed to be with his Miniſters and Follow- 
ers, i. . to the End of the World, Mat. xxviii. 
20. Mark Xvi. 16. And the Guile: of re- 
Jecting it muſt always in the Nature of 
Things bear a Proportion to the Light and 
7 vidence with which it is recommended, 
Whether in the primitive or the modem 
Ages. For as all that rejected the Doc- 
trine of Chriſt in the primitive Times, did 
not lie under equal Guilt, becauſe they had 
not equal Evidence, ſo there may be great 
Variety in the Degrees of the Guilt of thoſe 
4 1 the N in the preſent Age, 
411 according 
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Queſt. 7. againfi INFIDELITY, 9 
according to their various Advantages of 
Underſtanding and Means of Knowledge. 
But I fear thoſe who renounce and deride 
the higheſt Evidence of the Goſpel in this 
preſent Day, have a dreadful Account to 
give at laſt, nor do I know how they will 
skreen themſelves from the heavy and eter- 
nal Weight of that ſolemn CurſG. 
The great God is wiſe and righteous,” and 
Kall of Mercy, and he would never have 
pronounced ſuch a painful and terrible Sen- 
tence as Damnation upon Unbelievers in ſo 
many Parts of his Word, if he had not well 
known that no Man can utterly reject 
Chriſtianity attended with its proper Evi- 
dence, but he muſt indulge ſome criminal 
and perverſe Turn and Temper of Mind, 
he muſt be influenced by ſome very culpable 
Prejudices, and fuch Obſtinacy as deſerves 
Death and Vengeance: ** Chriſt himſelf not 
only intimates this often, but plainly e- 
preſſes it in that ſolemn Denunciation from 
God, John iii. 18, 19. He that believeth not 
I condemned already, becauſe he hath not be- 
lieved in the Name of the only begotten Son of 


* Damnation is threatned to thoſe who believe not the 
Goſpel, Mark xvi. nor am I allowed to ſoften the Threatning 
which the Goſpel has pronounced: It ſeems to me to be a 
very great er which Men caſt upon Chriſt, to ſuppoſe 
that he ſhould ſet forth a Religion to be received on Pain of 


Damnation, and yet that a ſincere Man may ſee no Reaſon to 
believe it. I think every Man ſhould be cautious how he talks 
of Sincerity againſt plain Scripture, which he has Opportunity 

to know and conſider. Mr. F. B wir 
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God, 


AMC Sec. 3. 
God, 7 k is the Condemnation, i. e. thi 
is the heinous Guilt that deſerves Condem- 
nation, that Light is come 4nto the World, 
| and Men love Darkneſs rather than Light, bem 
cauſe their Deeds are evil. That God who 
ſearcheth the Hearts of Men, imputes it to 
a ſecret: Love to Vice, that Men are un- 
willing to be convinced of a Religion that 
reproves and forbids the Practice of it. I 
2 hope this i is not always the Caſe, bi 
en, "_ bold and dangerous thing 
Sm Creature to venture to expoſe himſelf 
to. the Curſe of God, by renouncing the 
Faith and Religion of Jeſus his beloved Son, 
which is ſupported by ſuch ſhining Evi- 
_ dence, and guarded with ſo Aalen and for- 
midable a Sanction 
But aſter all, if there can be A 
ſuch Perſons that will ſtill make Pretences 
toa fincere Enquiry after Truth, and ſolemn- 
y declare they have been upright, honeſt, 
humble and diligent, according to the De- 

ſeriptions of Sincerity before given, and yet 
| that they cannot believe the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, becauſe they have not been able to 
find ſufficient Evidence or Conviction of the 
Truth of it, we muſt leave them to that 
God who is the only Searcher of Hearts, 
and who will make it appear that he is a 


* righteous Judge, and not unmerciful to 


thoſe who have "7 reaſonable Pretences to 
Mercy. A 


Queſt. 8. agamſ/ Ix FID EIIT T. gf 


But let them ſee to it that their Cauſe 
is good, and that their own Hearts don't 
deceive them in their Pretenoes to fincers 
Enquiry. The Heart is deceitful all 
Things, and deſperately wicked, who can know 
it? Tf the great Lord and Jaige of all at 
laſt ſhall make it appear to their Conſcien- 


ces with dreadful Evidence, that they have 


failed in their Pretences, and been wofully 
inſincere in their Searches after Truth, a 
their Hope is loſt and cut off for ever, ſor 


they have reſuſed the Goſpel and Promiſes 


of Grace, they have counted the Bibo of 
the Son of God an wnholy Thing, and 1 re- 
. che only Atonement for Sin. 


QU E'S TION: VIII. 
* UT why muſt only one Religion be 
D the true? why may there not be many 
trũe Religions? May not the bleſſed God 
be well pleaſed with that great Variety of 
Worſhip and Honours which are paid him 


ö Wa 


by his Creatures in this lower World, even 
as a Maſter of a Family or a Prince is well 


pleaſed with Variety of Servioes paid him 


by his Officers, Subjects and Servants in 


their different Stations in thie Family or 
Kingdom: Thus while every one endea- 
yours to ſerve and pleaſe God his Creator, 
will he not accept them, tho they practiſt 
Religion in very different Forms, and wor- 
| 122 him even with 3 Rites and Ce 


remonies? 


5 96 a AJCAvzar Seat. . 
remonies? Why may he not be beſt pleaſed 


with Praiſe and Homage offered by his in- 


telligent Creatures in a vaſt Variety of 
Strains and Modes, ſince he has made the 
irrational Creation on Purpoſe to be ho- 
noured by their Varieties of Voice and; 
25 — I. Let us ooalider what are the, 
= grentelt Part of theſe different Forms of 
Worſhip and Religion which Men practiſe, 
and we ſhall find very few of them are ſuch 
as can lay any tolcrable Claim to God 8 
Favour. 5 
In all the Maur Quarters of the World, 
except Europe, the Bulk of Mankind are 
Feathens. All the large Nations of Africa, 
(except the Northeaſt and the Northern 
Coaſts) moſt of the Northern and Eaftern 
Parts of :4/a, ſo far as we know, together 
with the Natives of all America, NP 
Idols, and not the one true God, T 
adore either the Sun or Moon, or the So 


of their Heroes and Anceſtors, or Devils, 


or ſome fabulous Deities, or ſtrange Images 
of the Invention of their Prieſts, or the Ap» | 
intment of their Kings: And even the 
orthern Shores of Europe where the 
| danders dwell, are filled with the fame Ido- 
latry. Now can vou think it becoming 


the great and bleſſed God to accept that 
Worſhip, where he himſelf is not the Ob- 
85 of it? W the n and dreadful 
| | ke 
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Wes. againſt Ix PIDBLITY, 97 


who will nor give his Name to another, 
is Glory 10 graver Images,” will he be 
pleaſed witk abominable Tdolatries, and the 
Worſhip ef falſe Gode?' Theſe Religions. 
are contrary to the very Light of Tete, + 
for a moderate Exerciſe of their Reaſbh 1 
would ſhew them the one eternal 
2 made Heaven and Earth mT Things, 
bhe is not far from every one of them, yet th 
will — and feel wt — pr g on 
thoughtleſs in the Way of their Education, 
and perfift in ftupid and brutal Fenorince | 
Surely chat God who hath made Idolaters 
ſmart terribiy under che Rod of his Jea- 
louſy: and ion in former - Nations 
and — il be revealed in flaming Fire, 
and take Pengeance on them, who will nor 
dum bim! He will pour oat his Wrath on 
the tons that know him not, and the Hu- 
milies that call not pop. Pls Nome, '2 Theſſ. i. 
8. and Jer K. 25. 
Lam well aware chav thoſe Perſotis whhd 
plead for theſe Idolaters, — excuſe them 2 
ſuppoſing they worſhip the rue God un- BZ 
055 x pet Nuts, and in ſeveral Shapes * 
ot —— Gag d his various Attributes =o 
or Powers, the ſeveral Benefits we tes L 
Bor A rey, has ths is not true In Fac 
conoening "the! greateſt. Part of Mankind: 
er ſome few of their wiſeſt Men 
mch are 2 vet n 
V1 * | 


* * 8 * F * : » dl * 2 , * * _ . 
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oh were not ſo grolly 


only true God was far from their Thoughts 
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2 


4 ” 


3. 
the nde World always did, and do to 
this Day worſhip the various Idols them- 
ſel ves as ſo many Gods, and diſown'the-one 
true God, Ask the old Greek and Roman 


, Writers, ask the Travellers of modern Ages, 
they will agree to tell you, that the People 
generally r and believe this Vanory | 


of Gods. N 
Perhaps it will be ſaid, that none of them 
could be 15 ſottiſh as to adore the very Images 
of Gold or Silver, Wood or Stone, as their 
Gods, but they adored ſome divine Power, 


which they — to inhabit thoſe Ima- 
ges aſter their fancied Conſecration of them. 


But the Prophet I aiab will anſwer, that 
the Smith and * Carpenter exert their La- 
bour and Skill, hey male the Figure of 4 
Man out of a Maſs of Metal, or the Trunk 
of a Tree, they fall down to it .and-worſbig 
it, they pray to it and ſay, Deliver me = thou 
art * God. T] 8 F have not rn ror: 


# 4 44 4 


= a — 5 _ _ r tl hem 
ſtupid, as to worſhip 
the very Metal, the Wood or Stone, yet 
they paid Adoration to Bacchus and Mars, 
to Juno and Venus, to fabulous Deities or 
mere Names, or to Devils, whom they ſup- 
poſed, to dwell. in theſe Images; but the 


ts: 
* zeichi a N vorthy — 


- 
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of Heaven, or fit for him to accept at 
A — of Creatures e he alen. \ 
dued with Reaſon? ' |» 
And as for thoſe few. among them hi 
bare acknowledged the one true God, even 
their wiſe Men and Philoſophers, they com- 
l with national Idolatries, they held the 
Truth in Unrighteoufneſs, that is, they un- 
righteouſly reſtrained the Truth "which was 
in their Conſciences, or concealed it amidſt 
all their Unrighteouſneſs of Practice. They 
acted contrary to the Light and Dictates of 
their own. Conſciences, and yielded them- 
ſelves Servants to the vile and idolatrous 
Cuſtoms of their Country, in many of their 
ridiculous and impious Rites and Ceremo- 
nies: They changed the Glory of the incor- 
ruptible 60 into >; Images of Birds, Beaſts 
and Fiſbes, and worſhip'd Creatures even 
while they knew the Creator. And can 
theſe Men have any Claim to the Favour , 
of God, who would not dare to bear a 
Teſtimony to his Name and Glory, among 
Idolaters? ag heſe Men who when hey, 
knew God they glorified him not as God, but 
turned bis Glo into a ye? Rom, i. 21, 23. 
As for the Nations who own the one 
true God, which are chiefly the Yews and 
the Mahometans „the various Ceremonies 
with which they now worſhip him, cannot be 
ſuppoſed to be agreeable to his Ma or 
0 render the" rr the Oed E 
is 


100 a Sets 3. 
his belebt; let us conſider them dif 


tinctly. % Ati 1417 
1 The Nation of: the Jews has had the 
Goſpel of Chriff preach'd to them, but theß 
have put the — y of Cad far from them; 
and abandon'd his! Salvation, AA, xiii. 46; 
Their Forms of Worſhip, tho“ they were 
once appointed by God himſelf, yet their 
Term and Seaſon is ex pired, and they ara 
now divinely aboliſhed. | Befides, they 
— to this Day what their Fathers —— 

ilty of in the Days of Chriſt, (via.) — 
make void the (ummandments "of God, by 
Muttitude, of. their uu Traditions, and ſuper- 
ſtitious Rites which they Hara invented, 
God has directly caſt them off and rejected 
them, becauſe they rejected his Son Fe/us 5 
they were once his beloved People, but now. 
are not his People nor r for they 
perſiſt in their Hatred of the beloved Son 
of God, and moſt of them have conceived 
the utmoſt Averſion to the Name of Poſs.” 
The Mahometans own the true God, "and 
i many Duties of Morality: 0 Bui how 
ridiculous: and irrational is a great Part of 
their Religion or Worſhip? Wbat a ſilly 
Book is the Alcoran, which is their [Bible ? 
_ requires u reaſonable Servite; Nom. xii; 
But how: many abfurd Fooleries are 
Sata with — Articles of Faith and 
Practice? Where fhall we find any natio- 
ny 1 We — that hath 


the 


the Countenance and Support of Reaſon? 


With what wild and impudent Pables do 


the Writings of Mabomet, and the Tales of 
his Followers furniſh andi fill the Minds of 


the Turks and Perfions in Europe and Af 
and the Ars and Barbarians in 4fric 


And what numberleſa Tenets and Rites 


are ſound in their Neligion, which have no 


Manner of Evidence or Defence from che 


Light of Nature or common Reaſon? 
Aiter 


rious Ceremonies or 1tzous Fo 
that are the Objects of his Delight. "Thels 


are rather fo many Errors and Faults in 
their Reli 


giveneſs, | The only juſt Ground of Hope 


dat anyi of them can have of divine Acs ; 


a_—_ ariſes not from their own Cere- 


wonies, but from their Obſervance of ſome 
Precepts of the Light of Nature, ſome. 


broken Traditions of / divine Revelation, 
ſome Fragments of the Goſpel, and par» 


doning Grace delivered down from Noah, : 


Aale, or Moſes, or derived from their ; 
Ac e with the rgyealed Religion of 


the Jau)'or Clean "ap [ rr 


_ der the next Queſtion. 
Auſi, II. If God ds Mind to aovips 


the various Religions which Men have in- 
ous, aan "Ow himſelf in their 


Givens 


all, if there are any Perſons found | 
among all theſe Nations that have been or 
ſhall be accepted of God, tis not their _ 


gion, and ſtand in Need of For- 


. —— 


ligion at all? Why did be appoint Sacri- 
does to Adam! Why further Diſcoveries to 
Why Circumciſion to Abraham? 
Nh — of Rites to the cus under 
Moſes? And why did he maniſeſt himſelf 
in the laſt Place by Feſas Chriſt his Son, 
and appoint a Religion that ſurpaſſes them 
all to be preach'd to all Nations? I take 
theſe; ſeveral Revelations now for: granted, 
ſince it would be too _ eee (909mg them 
here. ti 217 5.422 . 
Now ſince he tath revealed peculiar "EY | 
ef pleaſing and honouring him, and obtain- 
ing his Fayour, — that to various Ages 
and Nations, tis evident that he did not 
deſign to give a Looſe to the wild. Fancies 
of, Mankind, to contrive a Religion each 
Lor himſelf, and reſolve to be pleaſed with 
any Supe rſtitions which they ſhould invent. 
W's — Servants of a Family, or the Sub- 
pier Officers of a Kingdom, had ſpeciat = 
Forms of Service and Duty aſſigned them, 
in order to pleaſe their Superior, ſurely no 
rince nor Maſter, could be pleaſed with 
their humorous and fantaſtick Pretences to 
pleaſe. or gratiſy him in another Way, un- 
der the N kerle of his on A tments, 
| 1 us, that 


However, this is ſufficienti 
fince, we in Great Britain have n divine, Re- 

velation ſo well atteſted, we are not leſt to 
5 N | our 


Que 9.699232 DE LIT V 18 
Our ſelves: Nor will the great God ever he 
pleaſed with thoſe WhO reject his divint 
Cont rivances. and Counſels in the 
and to find new Ways of their on | 
to obtain his Favour. The 
is too aſſuming and prefurapeuous' lor A 
Creature ever to hope for Acceptanc — 5 
iin Sigi of God his Creator. 
QUESTION: IX. ny” 
) UT- have not Hearhens: and "Infidel . 
1 been ſaved as well as Jes and C 
as; Did not Fob and his four Friends ia 
Arabia, and Mfelchi ſedec King of Salem, a 
Jiathro the Prieſt of Midian,, and Cornelius a 
athen Soldier a Centurion in 
all find Acceptance with God, tho th 
Were Geuriles or Heat bens, ada 
him in a different Way — — 
Mies, and the Nation of the He Dili 
not God ſufficiently ſhew his Approbation 
of them and their Religion, tho ſome bf 
them lived near enough tothe Families 6 
Abraham and 1/radl, and might have a 
uainted themſelves with itheir᷑ inſtituted 
Way s of Worſhip? And doth not Petis 
Spe wir to Cornelius confirm this? Read the 
— Alis x. 1, 2, 3, 31, 34, 3. Tens 
as a certain Man in Ceſarea, called Cornelius; 
a Centurion of the Band called the Italian 
Tins, a devout Man, and one that feared 1 
8 wit 


. 


„to invent a Worſhipifor 7 


* ' ; 7 A CAVIAT : 0 Ju 
_ with all hi. Houſe; which, gave much Alms 
40 the People; and prayed to God alway, E, 
Jaw in a Viſion evidently about phe winth Hour 
A -#he Day, an Angti of God coming in to him, 


end /aying unto him, Grneury thy i Prayer bs 


| byard, and thine. ms are; had in Remen- 
brance in the Sight of God, Ihen —_— 2 
F 


for opened his Mouth, and a 
| — that God is mo: Ae, e , 


But in eve ry Nation, he that fearet 
 worketh. Righteouſneſs Fl accepted with bim. 


_ a Heathen in America, or à Deiſt in Britain, 
a de follows the Di&ates of the Light of 
Nature, worſhipping the true God, and 


tance with God 
An laft Part of this A jon his 
Ant) 4 ſufficĩient Anfwer of 
under the former @ geſlions, when I 
hat the mere Light of Nature is not fuffi- 


| What further Force is added to this 

e by the Inſtances of Fob, Jethro, 
| hiſedec,; | Cornelius, &c. I ſhall endea- 
— in the following Pro 


e 


and herein declare my Sentiments 
Freedom, How far any of the Heathens may 


hope for Salvation, and how little Hope there . 


is for a modern e tendon 
\ den EW oy. oh Joying! - 


3 4 


him, and 


0 A ⁵˙ EE 


Why then may not a Philoſopher in China, 


practiſing the common Duties of f-Morality 5 
Fd Acc | 1 


given to it 
proved 


—. ſecure Salvation to ſinful and fallen 


. „ „ wa A ant +a Wie eres 


—— 


a 
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- Prop. L. Since Mankind have broken the 
La of their Maker, and are become fin- 
ful Creatures, and guilty before: God; they: 
have cut themſel ves oft from all Hope f 
obtainin a Eayour and final Happineſs . 


. There il none 
* #49. nt one They are all fallen ſlurt 
fe Glory and Immortality: Their own Con- 
ſciences upon a juſt Enquiry muſt lay them 
under Condemnation, Every Mouth is floppe, 
and all the World is become guilty before Gad. 
rop. II. The Light of Nature, which 
— innocent Man, that he muſt obey 


God in all Things, may reach ſo far as to 
inform ſinſul Man, 


that he muſt repent of 
his T — that he muſt endeavour 
after new Obedience with à perſevering 
Conſtancy; and it may direct him to apply 
himſelf to ſeek Forgiveneſs and Acceptance 
with God, by humble and fervent Prayer: 
But this Licht of Nature cannot teach him 
to make Atonement for Sin, nor could 
ever aſſure any Man that his Repentance 
ſhall be accented ſo far as to obtain For- 5 
one * . d 
The atmoſt Stretch of en 1 ght * Nas : 
ture is well deſcribed in the Pradtice and 
Ho 2 of the eee in the I Book of mn 5 
mee e 1231 TA 


9 Seri ihe 7e uf N e, Religions avi large 
| in Mr. Tho. 2 . $s excellent Treatiſe on the Subject, 
in 4to, and in 2 55 Nath. *. 22 S Preſe#oative again/? Dein, 

iſt and * aue 8vo. 
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1 4 F F 
? 3 I * $54 4 9-2 * 0 Wal 
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es if CAvZAr Seck. 437 
nab, ch. iii. v. 8, „9. Let Man. neither cat 


nus drink, bat be omar] with Sackcloth, i. e. 


Let him: abſtain from his uſual Refreſh-. 


ments and Pleaſures, and cry mightily unto 


God: Yea, let them turn every one from his 


evil Way : Who can tell if God with turn and 
repent, and turn nar from his fierce Anger, 
hat aue periſh nat The Hope of the Light 


of Nature, even in a repenting Sinner, can 


reach no farther than a Vo can tell whes 
ther God will accept it? 

Prop. III. Since the Light of — and 
Reaſon could not inform a guilty Creature, 
what is neceſſary. and ſufficient to atone for 
Sin, or appeaſe the juſt Anger and Reſent- 
ment of God againſt it, nor aſſure him that 
an offended God: would ever be reconciled 
to him notwithſtanding his Repentance, it 


poleaſed God in his infinite Mercy to make 


a Revelation or Diſcovery of pardoning 
_ Grace to our firſt Parents, in wad 

glorious Mediator or Saviour, and — tell 
them that this Saviour ſhould be born of the 


Woman, that he ſhould deiroy the Works of 


#he Devil, and relieve Mankind from the 
Curſe and Miſery in which the Tempta- 
tion of Satan, and their own Guilt had in- 


volved them. This is the Senſe of the firſt 


Promiſe, as it has been abundantly ex- 
9 1 and Dur by many Writers, * 


wherein 


- See Dr. William Harri 5 3 the Meſfab, and 
| a Explication of this * Ger. iii. 15: and Dr, Sherlock 


(now 


- 


by ſome 


wherein God ſoretold, that the Seed of the 


Moman ſhould bruiſe the Head of the e | 


and that the Serpent ſhould bruiſe bis Heel. 


U pon this Foot Sacrifices of Beaſts were 


_ inſtituted to preſerve theſe two Notions in 
the Memory of Man, via. that Sin de- 
ſerved Death, and that God would provide 


a ſufficient Sacrifice 1 in his own Time to ex- | 


piate Sin. 


FT ig! very ie! that: God did not 
leave our firſt Parents without ſome clearer 


Explication of this firſt Promile, ſome plain- 
er Notices of his intended Grace, and of this 
future Saviour. Tis likely that he acqu 


ted them with the Reaſon and Nature, and 


Deſign of bloody Sacrifices, and taugnt them 
more particularly in what Manner to adi 
dreſs him ſor Mercy, and how to pleaſt 
him in other neceſſary Parts of Worſhip 
and Duty: For we cannot ſuppoſe, that 


_ God left Mankind for almoſt 2000 Vears 


to live upon the mere Words of Gen. ii, 1/5. 
nor can we reaſonably believe, that e 

in ſo very ſnort an Abſtract of the Affairs 
of Mankind / before the Flood, relates all 


the Tranſactions that paſt between God and 


Man, nor all the Revelations that 


made to them of his Grace, and the Way | 


of Salvation by a Ne 


(now Biſhop of Bongor) in a his Diſcourſes of ae of Pro- - 


leg * 3d. 


11 Prop. 
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18 ACA See, 
e IV. All che Perſons of the ſucceſs. 
; five Generations, which arofe between Aaum 
and, Noah, might have learned the neceſſary 
Leſſons of Duty and Grace ſtom Auam and 
Eve, and from thoſe of their | Poſterity 
- who converſęed with them; and this is very 
eaſy to be ſup by Reaſon of the 
. of Life, with which Mankind were 
favoured! in that early Age of the World. 
Prop. V. As Noah had received by Tra- 
Gition. from Adam theſe divine Leſſons, ſo 
doubtleſs he had them as it were confirm'd 
and renew'd to him by his frequent Con- 
verſes with God; wherein he received ſome 
further Aſfurances of divine Mercy, and 
further Inſtructions in particular Duties and 
Privileges, vis.) He was indulged to eat 
Fleſh, and to kill the Beaſts of the Earth 
dor his Food: He had undonbted Diſcove- 
ries of What Creatures were fit for Food 
and Sacrifice, by the clean Beaſts coming 
by Sevens, and the unclean Beaſts by Pairs 
to be ſaved from the Flood, if he dia not 
know. this before. Yet farther, he received 
n Command to eat no Blood, and an Or- 
der that the Murderer of Man ſhould be 
put to Death: And beſides all:this,: he had 
God's Covenant ſealed to him and his 8 
terity by the Rain bop. 
Prop. VI. Noah being the Wa great 
Patriarch or Father of all Mankind, tis 
evident 
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debt nnd bb ben nner Irace or God's 
Diſpenſation of Mercy to finful Man, was 
revealed to all Mankind the ſecond Time 
in and by him: For Noah was the Progeni- 
tor of all Men aſter the Flood; and à she 
was a Preacher 0 Righteouſneſs, doubtleſs | 
he diffuſed this uſctul and important Know- 
tedge to his Sons, and committed it to their 
Care to be convey'd to his Poſterity. Note, 
I ſhall call this the Patriarchal Religion, to 
diſtinguiſh it from che ie, Abe 
Jowiſo and Chriſtian. ' 
©, Props VIE," Since the Dayh of Naub-here 
has been no new or further Revelation of 
the Mercy of God, and the Duty of Men 
made univerſally to all Mankind. 
The Revelation of farther Duties which 
was made to Abraham, belong'd only to his 
Pofterity, and did not oblige 5 reſt oy the 
——__ to Circumciſion, Sc. 
1» The further Requirements of various mY 
ties and arr era that were given to tho” 
g Puelites by Moſes, obliged only that one 
ation to — Oblervagte of them: "The ho“ 
mt muſt be acknowledged the other Nati- 
ons, Who had any Communication with the 
Family of Abraham and the Nation of the 
s, had rich Advantages for the Knows 
edge, Preſervation, and Practice of the Re- 
„ of Noah, by their Communication 
with the Potterity of Abraham and Mint 


The | 


110 A Caviar St. 3. 
The Goſpel of Chriſt indeed which was 
revealed near 1 700 Years ago, requires the 


Faith and Obedience of all to whom it is 


made known with clear Evidence, whether 
Forus or Gentiles; but J queſtion whether it 
been yet thus publiſh'd to more than 
one Half of Mankind. So that this Truth 
ſtill abides firm, that the Religion of Noah 
was the laſt Revelation made to the whole 
World, 
Prop. VIII. From theſe Conſiderations 
jt will follow, that whoſoever among Men, 
between the Days of Adam and Noah, be- 
lie ved and praiſed the Religion of Adam, 


if they had no further Revelation given 


them, were accepted of God: And whoſo- 
ever between the Days of Noah and this 
Day, have practiſed the Religion of Noah, if 
they have had no further Revelation brought 


to them, have a plain and evident Intereſt 


in the Favour of God, and the Bleſſings of 
Salvation, according to the Promiſes made 
to Adam and Noah, and the Religion which 


Was ſeverally preſcribed to them. 


Now here come in the Hopes of —— 
and Salvation for Fob and his four Friends 


in Arabia, for Melchi ſedec in the Land of 


Canaan, for Jethro a Prieſt or Prince in Mj-. 
dian, for Cornelius a Roman Soldier in Ceſa- 
rea, and perhaps for ſeveral Perſons of other 
Nations who have been accepted of God, tho? 
they w were not of the Seed of Abraham, of | 
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the Nation of Iſcuel, nor ever heard of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt The Religion preſcribed 
to Noah, as the ſecond Father of all Man- 
kind, is certainly ſufficient for their Pardon 
and Acceptance with God, ſuppoſing it to 
be the only Religion which Was Ben: Proc? 
ſeribed bt leah * i =: 

Here I ask Leave to tarry : a ing and 
anfiver two or three Objections, before I 
Proceed to the ninth Propoſition. - - © 

O5. I. Does not St. Peter tell the Elders 
of I/rael, when he had preached Chriſt to 
them, Adds iv. 12. That there is not xy 
tion-in any other; for there is none other Name 
under Heaven given among Men, whereby'we 
muſt be ſaved ® And thence ſome Perſons 
may infer, that the actual Knowledge of 
the Name of Chriſit, and Faith in him fince 
| his Religion was inftituted, are ablohutely 

in for the Salvation of all Men. 

To this I anſwer, firſt, That the Apoſtle 
in this Place does not aſſert the actual 
Knowledge of Chri/} to be neceſſary to all 
Men, but only that there is but one Sa- 
viour provided for all Men under Heaven, 

and that is Fe/as Chriſt. Now as the Pa- 
triarchs and the ancient Fews, were ſaved 
by Jeſus of Nazareth, and by virtue of his 
Atonement, without knowing his Name, 
and before he came into the World, 0 
might thoſe Geytiles, if they maintained the' 
Subſtance of the patriarchal Religion, be 
/ 1 


1 
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But I a»/wer in the ſecond 
the Gentiles might be ſaved by obſerving the 


patriarchal Religion before the coming of 


Chriſi, they might allo be ſayed by the 
fame Religion, be pe the Name 1 Chr iff 
was never preached ; For the coming or not 

coming of Chriſi, can make no Difference 


in the Religion of. thoke Nations which ne- 


ver heard of it. 2 
055. II. But 2 not lead that. M bi 
fades or Cornelius offered Sacriſſces as Nogh 


did, or kept cloſe. in all the Parts of Faith | 


and. Practice to the Religion of Noah. - 


Auſev. I. We xead that © 70 and Jerbra 


offe exed Sacrifices, Fob i. 5. Exud. XYili., 12, 
And tis very probable chat Melchifeder did 


ſo too; for tho” he was a Prieſt of Inter- 
ceͤſſion, and pray'd for Abraham and bleſſed 
him, yet this does not at all forbid our 


Belief of his receiving and preſerving the 
Inſtitution of Sacrifices from his Anceſtor 


Noah. Whether Cornelius offered Sacrifices | 


or no, the Scripture is filent. | 
And as for the other Parts. of. Noah" 8 
Faith and Practice, as they were derived 


partly from Reaſon and partly from Re- 


yelation, tho” they were loſt among ſeveral 


Nations in a few. Ages, yet it is very pro- 


bable that they were conyey'd down thro? 
ſeveral Ages in ſome other Nations, and 
— 


the. actual Knowledge of his Nam. 
Place, that if 


20e. uu ep QA YA „„ va 


we 2 Nt 20. a 
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_ eſpecially among thoſe who had any Com- 
merce with the Jes. For the chief Thing 
"—_ the Jews themſelyes required of their 


ec. of Nabe Cate, in order to their Share 
ppineſs in the World to come, Was 


thei Conformity to the Precepts of Noah. WT 


Thoſe who practiſed them were called the 
devout or religious Perſons, and the Men that 
feared ( God in A&s xiii. 16, 43. and AFs xvii. 
4, 17. amang whom the Apoftles obtained 
the largeſt Harveſt of Gentile Converts in 
their firſt preaching the Goſpel. And pro- 
bably theſe are the ſame Precepts in the 
main which were enjoyn'd by the Apoſtles 
in the xy of Ads to the converted Gen- 
tiles, excepting only that Sacrifices were 
omitted, fince the great Sacrifice of Gf 2 
was offered. +; 
Thus tis evident that Noah's Religion: | 
vas in the main kept alive in ſome of the 


Gentile Nations, eſpecially by ſuch Perſons. - 


among them as had moſt Converſation 
with the Yews before their Diſperſions ; 
and after their great Diſperſions by many 
Captivities, there were ſeveral other Per- 
ſons among the Gentiles, who by this Means 
got Acquaintance with the true God, and 
the. Religion of the Proſelytes of the Gate, Gs 
which was the Religion of Mah. 
The Expreſſion of St. Peter concerning 
Cornelius, Ads x. 34. is very eaſily ex- 
plained by this View of Things. Of a Truth 


1711 


114 Caviar ect. ; 
| T perceive God is no Reſpeter of Perſons, i. e. 
I who was once involy'd in the common. 
Prejudices of my Country-Men, and thought 
the Fews only were to be favour'd with the 
Bleſfings of the Meſjiat's Kingdom, I am 
now convinced that God does not reſpect 
Men of one Nation more than another, 
but in every Nation, whether Jew: or. Cen 
tile, he ohio fears God and works: Righteonſ= 
neſs, i. e. he who practiſes the Duties of 
that Religion which is preferibed to him, 
2s accepted of God, St. Peter does not fay, 
a Man may be accepted in every Religion, 
but only in oy Nation ;, for — was 
probably a Believer and Practifer of the pa- 
triarchal Religion, and was in a ſaved State 
and reconciled to God, tho* he did not 
know the peculiar Means which procured 
that Reconciliation” 
Tou will ſay then, why was St. Peter 
ſent'to to ſpeak Words to him whereby he ſhould 
"L006 The plain Meaning is, that 
Peter was ſent to teach him thoſe particu- 
lar Tranſactions of divine Grace, and the 
Doctrine of the Death and Sacrifice of Je- 
fas Chriſ}, whereby God faves Sinners; that 
by this Means he might have clearer Diſ- 
coveries of his own Acceptance, and be aſ- 
| fiſted in the Ways of Holineſs with incom- 
parably more Advantage and Comfort than 
eyer he could haye afained 7 — 
2 
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his imperſe& Notices of the patriarchal Re- 
ligion, „ 5 
57 for the Sacrifices and Abſtinence from 
Blood, and Things firangled, which were 
Parts of Noah's Religion, tis not certain 
how far Cornelius Poe or comply'd with 
them; I therefore proceed to a ſecond An- 
mer to the Ob eon, So; 
_Anfw. II. If thro Length of Ti ime, and 
the wide Diſperſion of ſome Nations, and 
the Negligence of their Fathers, many of 


them llt ſome Parts of the Religion mt 


their Anceſtor Noah, yet ſeveral of them 
might retain the moſt ſubſtantial and ne- 
ceſſary Articles of it. If they practiſed ſin- 
cere Love to God, and Truſt in his Mercy, 
thro' ſome ex pected but unknown Methods 
of eee together with ſincere 
Repentance for their Sins, and Diligence in 
their Endeavours after all Holineſs, we have 
Reaſon to hope that a gracious and conde- 
ſcending God would accept of their hearty 
Deſires and Endeavours to pleaſe him, 
while they believed and practiſed according 
to the Ces Degrees of the Diſcovery, of 
Grace and Duty that ever were conver 
down to them. 
It is God alone who is their N and 
| Judge: He knows how much Doctrine and 
Duty is neceſſary ſor the Salvation of every 
Man, under the particular Diſpenſations 
and W ee he enjoys: His Mercy will 
5 6 | make 


216 A CAvEAT Set. 3. 
make ſavourable Allowances ſor what Parts 
of the patriarchal Religion they never 
learn'd, becauſe their Fathers ha loft or 
neglected, or forgot them: And he knows 
ho far to make Allowances of Forgiveneſs 
alſo, for what tolerable Follies and leſſer 
Superſtitions they or their Fathers have 
added, if it has riſen from an inward ſin- 
cere- and miſtaken Deſire to pleaſe him. 
But God alone is a ſufficient Judge in this 
Caſe, and we muſt leave them to his Judg- 
ment. | 
05. III. But in the N ew Teſtament the 
'Scripture does not ſeem to ſpeak of the 
Heal bens as having any Knowledge of divine 
Revelation, or as practiſing the Religion 
revealed to Adam, or Noah, or Abraham, 
but as left to the Li ght of N ature, to the 
Law written in their Hearts, and to their 
own Conſciences h * or excuſing them, 


Rom. ii. 15 


Au ſev. Ic; is ſo indeed with the Bulk of 
the Heathen World, for moſt of them ſeem'd 
by that Time when the New Teſtament 
was written, to have forgotten the Religion 
of Noah : But then conſider what a wretched 
State or Condition it is in which the Scrip=- 
ture repreſents the Bulk of the Gentile Na- 
tions, becauſe by their own and their Fore- 
Fathers Negligence they had loft all the 
Revelations of Grace: They are filled with 
| «lf ae Fornic ation Wickedne 1 
[ 


Queſt 9. . againſt 1x NB DELITY,” By 7 ; 


Full of Envoy „Murder, Malice,” "oof 5 
without N 4 — Apebion,. vbenant W 
implacable, unmerciful, given up to work Un- 
dleanneſe with Greedineſs, Strangers to all the 
| Covenants of Promiſe, without A gh and with. 
oa God in the World. 
And if amongft this wretched) Herd of | 
Sinners, there ſhould happen to be here and 
there one in a thouſand that humbly fol- 
lowed every glimmering Track of divine 
Light in his own Conſcience, and carneftly 
intreated the Favour of God, 1 ſhall ac- 
count for ſuch a Man' 8 Hopes i in the tenth. 
- Propoſition. © | : 
Prop. IX. As for thoſe Families or Na- 
tions to whom God has made any new and 
further Revelations of his Mind and Will, 


beyond the Religion of Noah, and enjoimnd 


other Duties upon them, they can have no 
Hope of Acceptance with God, unleſs they 
comply with theſe new Revelations, and 


perform the Duties re * Let us con- 1 85 


ſider them particularly. 
If the Seed of Abraham, who! ect pg an 
evident and authentick Account of Abr. 
ham's Religion, utterly refuſe Circumciſion, 
or renounced their Faith in the Seed of : 
Abraham as a Saviour, they muſt account 
for it to God their Judge, nor do I ice how 

they can claim this Favour, - 
If the Fews before the coming r their 
Malfa, renounced the Law of Moſer, and 
85 rebelled 


* 1 ad. 8 Diſcoveries of Gow 
and Duty. that were made to their Nation, 
1 ſee —4 little Grounds for their Hope. 
pn the Ja or pred * 1. Por . 
d the pr of the Jof Chriſt 
in its — 217 Lig — * ek —— 
this Goſpel 5 this Saviour, and rebel a- 
gen this Grace, I cannot find any Claim 
that they can have to the 1 — of 
35 Sin or vr" gh ACPI. Wa. God and 
Li 
e. K X. Where thees is an intire and 
” invincible kenorance of all God's a rome 
Methods of Grace, both 5 
and Chriſtian, it there ſhould be any —— 
humbly asking Forgiveneſs of God, and di- 
ligent in following every Dictate of his own 
Conſcience, and longing after ſome further 
iſcoveries of divine Grace and his own Du- 
„I will not deny but that God may con- 
. ſcend to ſave. him, thro' the 1 4 
Merits of the Mediator, by ſovereign and 
unpromiſed Mercy; tho' he cannot claim 
3e Pardon of his Sins Or Acceptance with 
od, becauſe he has no Revelation of Grace 
made to him, 
Or if God ſee itnccefſary to acquaint him 
with any explicit Methods of his Grace, in 
order to his Salvation, I am perſuaded 
vhereſoever he finds ſuch a 1 Soul, he 
vill inwardly illuminate him by his own 
k of Aerea, or will ſend an Angel 


Of 
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or an Apoſtle to him, as he did to Corn 


'S to ſpeak Words io him whereby he ſhall "4 "M1 Y 
on 'of —Þ 


And I have given this'as one-Re 
it before, vis.) becauſe if there can be 
found any ſuch humble ſincere Seeker after 
, it is God himſelf has wrought this re- 
ligious Temper in the Heart, and he will 
oy forſake the Work of his own Hands: | 
Prop. XI. But the modern Deifts, 110 
are obſtinate in their Infidelity, and the 
Apoſtates in our Age and Nation, who have 
renounced their Faith, can take no Manner 
of Sanctuary under the Examples of theſe 
Men, Job, Jethro, Mekbiſeder, and Cornelius; 
nor can they borrow a Grain of Eaſe to 
their Conſciences, nor one Glimpſe of Hot 
from all the Comceſſions J have made in 
vour of the Heat, ben Nations: For they Nee 
much clearer L.ight manifeſted to the! 15 | 
than any of the Perſons I have been 
ing of, either in aineient or modern Times, 
and ſome of them at leaft ſeem to wink a- 
gainſt the Sun- be ams, content to dwell in 
Darkneſs, and forid of Heatheniſm.  ) 

I would ask any of our Engh/h Infidels 


_ this plain Queſtion, Whether Cynelius hime . | 
ſelf could have claii ned or expected Accezn--— 


tance with God and Salvation, if he had re- 
fuſed to believe and obey the Doctrines and 
Duties of the new R ae „ Which God re- 
vealed to him by the Means of an Angel 
| and an Apoſtle? Aud if they themſelves 


abyſe | 


7 1 
| 4 


e 
Es 
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abuſe 5 An a Light as Hite among 


them in Great Britain, not only Job and ; 


Melchiſedec and Cornelius, but-even the poor 


eff Part of the Heut hen World, will riſe up 
againſt them in the great Day; ; even Sdom 
and Gomorrah, the Negroes and Hottentots of 


Africa, and the wild American Savages, will 


Rand in Judgment againſt them and con- 
demn them. 


Bethſaida were, in the Diſcoveries of the 


Goſpel, and yet obſtinately reject it, what 

a they expect but the Fate and Sentence 
ernaum and Bethſaida, that is, to be 
> Hi 10 Hell, en FP” or Dae | 


or Pardon? YO 


„Methinks I ſeel a Pain FE my Shawty | 
| when, Im ſoreed to uſe; ſuch Language. 
But knowing the Threatnings and Terrors of 
the Lord, we endeavour to perſuade Men, 
that they would not oblige him to the ter- 
rible Execution of them. O may divine 
- Light and preventing Grace over- power their 


choſen Darkneſs, and lead them captive to 


| the Obedience of Faith; and 9 190 to e- 
| es Glory! 


4 225 ES TI O N X. 
\UPPOSE a Man has taken grea 


and fincere Pains in ſearching into — 


1 "En: of the Chriſtian Religion, yr 
| | | pole 


Muſcovites and Tenne, and all the blind- 


Thoſe who have been, as it 
were exalted..to. Heaven, as Capernaum and. 


„ edt 6c lid 2a A & Oe oe. RS. 


 Tiion-ofghel/Pouits; Ane res 
off every Argument; and engaged in _ 
Supplications to God: to lead him inte the 
right Way y.of Sabvatidit.;-and- yet ere 
he: Tolemnly.-declares, that the Evidence 
at preſent ariſe n no higher in his Jude We 
than to r 4 . be a 
— ibo L ee juſt to ſay, I . 


85 — Ters th, al Means; A 6 IT 


= 6 In inch Sort of G 
8 8 


Mon —— Sept We cannot 
ariſe to: ſuch a natu OT PN ical G. 


tainiyj as de may in Queſtions about Things 
_ preſent, hich are the Object of our Senſes,! 
or AH Þ ;ons!in Beometry, Where 
our Reaſon ſees the hongeſt Proof and un- 
deniable Demonſtration In ſuch Queſti- 
ons theogfore/an the ancient Prophecies and 
| ſuppott the Truth of the! 
Jawiſb on che Gh briftian Religion, we can ar- 
riye — ati a moral Certainty, by the Uſe 
ol. our reaſoning Powers on theſe. Eviden-- 
This moral Certainty is built on ſuch! 
a Degree, of. Evidenec, that it is hardly 
oſſible in the. Nature of Things, that the 
1937 1 | 1 conteſted 


tlieſe threa Reaſ ons. Gl i eomtorgot. | ; 


. 


* 


| ; Prapohi Ine 

is with this moral Cortainty't generality | 
in Englauũ believe there it a Pope 
"that there: is a King of Spain, or 


that. the nals, fue Silks in China, ot that 


Hing — Fetgns in Great Britain. Now 8 


7 5 On Evidence riſes but to a Probability, 
it ought 


to influence our Practice, 
ſince a waned Grtainty. (which is all that T 
here plead for): is but the higheſt Degree 

of this Kind: Me don't expect Demon- 

* rations in ſuch a. Caſe,. tho? the Aſſent 
ſometimes is ſo juſt and ſo ſtrong that in 
many Caſes it may be well calld:.4farance. 
Mie may boldly and truly ſay, Me are ſure 
that there is ſuch a Country as China, ſucli 
à City as Rome; we are ſure there was ſuch 
a; Man as King Henry the Eight of England, 


and. Alarander of: Greere; we are ſure there. 


Vas ſuch a Perſon as) Yeſus Gbrift in dea, 
that he wrought Miracles to ere. is di- 
vine; Miſſion, and that he taught a Doctrine 


which came a. God. 54 539} not: LLC) 


2. In a great Part of the Actions 1 
we perſorm in human Life we go upon 
— Probability, and think we have 
ſufficient round to act without a full Aſſu- 
rance: We go to viſit our Friends at an 
appointed Hour, becauſe tis probable we 
Hall meet them at Home: We travel from 
Place to Place, becauſe tis probable we may 
ad * Perſons we ſeek, und do the Buſi- 


ö LITY, W 


ſign: We ſend to Market Fr 
| ell to be edc Te. 
make — about Goods which we wet 
_faw," men tis proba Goods a1 
— Money, a rey d t 
{Wer run great Rinks by: Ses 8 Land 
— venture our Subſtance, and even Lif 
itſelf acroſs the Ocean and thro a thouſand 
Dangers upon mere Probabilities: If there- 
fore it be but a probable Thing that the 
Chriſtian Religion be true, it *. the un- 
doubted Duty and Intereſt of every wiſe 
Man to — to ſecure the Salvation 
which the Chriſtian Religion propoſes by | 
the Practice of all its appointments; For if 
we neglect it, even according to our own 
Opinion *tis' probable we ſhall be for ever 
miſerable; and if we practiſe it, tis probable 
we ſhall be ſaved: And the very Probabili- 
ty of ſecuring infinite Happineſs and of e- 
ſcaping infinite Diſtreſs is tufficient to ſet 
a wile Man heartily to work. 
3. There is no doubt but in the pritfitive | 
Times there were many, both Fews and 
Heathens, who were not arrived at a com- 
pleat Certainty and full Aſſurance of the 
Truth of the Chriſtian Religion at firſt when 
they profeſs'd it; but the Arguments on 
the Side of the Goſpel ſeem'd in their Judg- 
ment to be ſtronger than thole againſt it, 
n therefore they embraced the Reli * 
| MS: 0 
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of Chriſt: 15 This is maniſeſt from ſeveral of 
che Writings of the A poſtles, wherein they 
endeavour to « young and doubtfiil 
Converts in a firmer Eelief of the Goſpel, 
and to guard them againſt wavering. Many 
of theſe came aſtexwards to be ſirm and 
1 lich d Chriſtians, Conſeſſors, amid Mar- 
"Er or. the 9 8 ruhe ad ſealed it with. their 


M6 TIEE: 1 


. Light * 4 22 — ſhines, 


round the Goſpel, tho it he great and glo- 


rious in itſelf, yet to a dim Rye, or to a 
Man but half awakened, may appear like 
the dusky Twilight, or the ſaint and early 
Dawn of the Morning, but juſt diſcovering 
the Path to Happineſs. Vet let the honeſt 
Traveller to Im mortality. purſue his Way 
by this ſeeble Light; Tis the beſt Guide 
he has; 3 him not lie ſtill or loiter be- 
. cauſe, he does not diſcern his Path with an 


indubitable Aſſurance, nor ſee his Way ſur- 85 


3 with Meridian Splendors. 2 5174 


Tis ſufficiently,, manifeſt even to theſe 
doubting Souls, that all other Religions 
which —— to Revelation fall vaſtly ſhort 


T the Excellencies of Chriſtianity ;' and 


that the Goſpel is far preſerable to all of 
them, both as to its own inward Worth, 

and its outward Evidences. If natural Re- 
ligion appear never ſo excellent in their Eyes 
this very Religion of Nature is all — 1 
in the: Religion of Quit And if they 


have 


Queſt. 10. agaiuſt Ix FIDRLITY. 123 
have but a Glimpſe of Evidence ſbr the 
Goſpel, Reaſom itſelf would/require the Pracs 

tice wok it; ſinde tis an additional Ground 
| e of Divine Favour; agreeable. 
—— and ſuperadded to the Light of 

Nature. - And if after all, their Belief of the 
Goſpel ſhould prove a Miſtake, and the Re- 
ligion of Nature be the only Truth, yet 
they can never imagine the God of Nature 
will condemn them for adding Faith in 
Feſus Chrift to the Religion of Nature fince 
= had probable Evidences to fipport i it. 

Tet Perſons therefore who are in theſe Cir- 
| — ries together with their Practice of 
natural Religion truſt in riß and obey the 

Goſpel. | Let them proceed in their POKER 
Search into the Evidences of | Chriſtianity 
Let them love and value this Religion ab 

far as they ſee it to be true: Let them 
pray earneſtly ſor increaſing Light᷑ and Cons 
viction of the Truth, aid" not nouriſh their 
Doubts and multiply their Scruples by 4 
wanton Curioſity or à cavilling 81 Ph 

Let them do the Will of Cbriſt as ar 151 ey 
know it, that according to his Promiſe th¹ 
may know more aſſuredly that this Do#rins 
3s 'of God, IJ can hardly ſuppoſe that ſuh 
an humble, ſincere Supplicant, and zealous 
Inquirer into the Truth of God, ſhall be 
left to continue Year after Year and to live 
wy die i in fo IA and doubtful a N 


if 


1 


uf 1 bea nee in t this Run of Soba: 17 
: mould be ſuddenly ſeizʒ d with mortal Sick» - 
neſs, I would not only truſt in the infinite 
Miercies of God, as I was paſling into the 
unſeen World, but I would keep faſt the 
little Hold that 1 had of Feſas the Saviour. 
A merciful God who has no where forbid 
Sinners the Uſe of a Mediator would never 
abandon and condemn me for my Senſe of 
my on Unworthineſs to appear in his ho- 
ly Preſence; and for making uſe of the 
Mediation of ſuch a Perſon who has the 
beſt Charadters and Pretences to the 1 
But on the other Hand, if God has in- 
deed a ppointed one only Mediator between 
himſelf and Find his fintut Creature Man, and jt he 
has given me ſome feeble Knowledge of his 
Name and Office, and yet I refuſe to ac- 
cept of his Intereſt, becauſe I have not full 
Aſſurance of it, and will venture into the 
immediate Preſence of God without him, 
Iſnould have juſt Reaſon to fear a terrible 
Repulſe and an everlaſting Excluſion from 
oy iis 2 7 755 of his Love. 


Pare 80D! IV.6--2 
General K Bubarnatinus to Chriſtians derived m_ 
. the foregoing Dife ourfe. 


1 L: our Reaſoning and Argument 
N ſhould tend to Practice. If we are 
* 7 Chri- 


e "5 it 10 woch infinite Imp — 


whereby we may Su God and obtain e- 


ternal Happineſs, hen, Chriſtians, let aur. 


Hearts be filled with Gratitiids and our Lips 
with Praiſe,” that God has brought us uf in 
the Knowledge of 
in a State of Probation ſor Eternity: The 
Race is ſet, the Goal is fixt, the Prize ap- 
pointed, and the various Rules are divinely 
pfreſcribed, by which we muſt conduct our- 
ſelves in this important Race. Happy are 


thoſe Mortals to whom God has. made 


known the Nature of this Conteſt, the ap- 


\ e can never ſufficiently: adore and bleſs 
the Name of our God, who has brought: us 


into Being in ſach a Nation and i in ſuch an 


Ag 


Age, wherein the Goſpel of Chriſt is pub. 
liſh'd, that Goſpel whicteofitaics all theſe 


_ momentous Diſcoverie. 1171, Tt © 


What is it but rich and peculiar Giaed 
that has appointed our Birth in Great Britain 
where the Name of Chriſt and his Goſpel 
are known, while Millions of our Fellow 


Creatures, made of the ſume Fleſh and 


Blood, are travelling onwards to Eternity 


with few or none of theſe Advantages? 
w was. not I born _—_— the wild and 


* 
* 


tance to know which is the true Religion 


the Truth. We are here : 


ted Laws of it, and the glorious Prize. 
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Soul united to a 


| God, that he has made ſuch an amazing 
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— — ee nor — 4 — 8 | 
their. own: Apoſtacy from; God, and their 
Neceſſity of a Saviour? hren not my 


of. the American Wildeinely 2, Why — not 


I one of thoſe. fierce and ignorant Savages. 


who know nothing of the Dignity of hum 


Nature, nor haye any Acquaintance with 
the true God their Creator and their Judge 2. 


And yet they are haſtening onward, as faſt 
28 Days and Hours can convey them in- 


tao an inviſible and eternal State, utterly; 
ignorant of that Heaven or that Hell which 

ayaits all that depart hence: Who is it: 
that has made me to differ? what i is 4t but 
divine Sovereignt * and rich Mercy, that; 


has appointed my Station in a Land of 
Chriſtian — ge? Is it not all owing: | 
to the ſree and unmerited Love of the great 


Biſtinction between me and others? They 
2 mak ing Haſte into Eternity as well as 
Lz. but their - Way before them is all Dark - 
nels; for. they have loſt. the ancient divine; 

Light given; to their Anceſtors of old: And, 


| . they paſs from this World into ano- 
th 


they muſt; venture, in the dark, and 
without any clear and ſolid. Hope; for this 
is; the Character of the Bulk of the Heathen 


World, that ee without God, without, 


aid : Chriſt, 
. * 
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hr, and without Hope, both in his World 
in that which is to come. What can 
ww but. ftand ſtill and adore that rich 
Mercy that has conferred upon me ſo 
vaſt; and ſo diſtinguiſhing a Privilege that j 
reaches into the eternal Worlddꝰ _. 
Come bleſs the Lord with me, all y ye | 
happy Souls, and highly fayoured of God, 
who have been led into the Knowledge of 
the Goſpel from your younger Years, and 
educated in the Chriſlian Faith. Happy 
Youths who are not only born in ſuch a 
Land of Light as Great Britain, but have 
1 the " Bleſfing. of religious Parents, 
have taken Care to inſtruct you in the 
great Things of your Salvation. You have 
had your tender Minds impreſt with Chriſti e 
betimes, and ſtampt with, the divine 
e Ae 0 Jeſas. IL.ike young Timothy =_ 
from your very Childhood, you haue known. 3 
the holy Scriptures, which. are able to make 
you Wiſe to Salvation. Favourite Creatures 81 
who Have been nurſt up in the Knowledge 
of your Creator from your very Cradles, 
and who have imbibed the Words of Hoch 
and the Do#rine according to Godline 
Happy Souls indeed who have been pre 
ved by divine Providence and Grace, 1 5 
ſucking in thoſe Prejudices againſt the Go» 
ſpel of Chriſt, which have been the Poiſon 
and the Deſtruction of Multitudes in our 
Age! 9 Biel the Low, with a Joyful Heart, 


an 


4 


you walt thi God of Gaze, who has 
5 our Lot in 4 pleafant Sithativh, in 2 
Eand of Knowledge, im a Family of divine 
Light aid Mete He has tart tht you be- 
eng his Law and fs Goſpel, his Juft 
nd His Grace, he Has let ou Tee your Gailr 
; jor Miſery; and your effectual Relief. Ar 
for mu, other Fatmilies and other Nations 
Hey er e SH je the Lord. 
© 'Bxbort. II. Since you have bern ckvinely 
faveufed with the Kndwledge of the igt 
Way t6 Heaven, walk in i, with all holy 
ce and C442. Since the Rtiles of this 
Ficred Conteſt {+ the Prize of Glety — 5 
been revealed to you, and ſet beſofe 5 
awaäken all your Powers into ich, And 
ſtrive that ye may obtain the Orten 
not enough that You know the Tight a 
Which leads to Heaven, if you! are not er- 
ed heartily in the 03/9) Rate. K 
ict "Knowledge of the Laws of it will 
neyet bring ydu to tlie Goal, nof intitle 
you to the heaverily Prize, ' Fe that would 
be crown'd mult fight; muſt run, mut 
—— and exert all the Po Powerd of Natufe, 
ug to the Meth bed 
Five Grace, that he may be bund 3 
Orercoinet, r ai ga. 


Lift your fs, Wired undler the alot 
— 2 Fo the'E ain of y tir Salvati- 
* moſt len Pro mon of his 
Name 


? * . % 
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Name and. Devotion of your ſelyes to him. 
Mortiſie all your Py a Appetites; ſub- 
Ten 2 fir ane day ins; reſiſt eyery 
to Kay wi eep under TOR 
Inclination | 
3 of 


no' Malice | 


Pet. li. 7 * fol 
Man - 72 7555 the Maſtery muſt. be tem- 
ferate in all Things :. And if the ancient 
Grecians praiſed this 9 if th to obtain 
4 corryptible and withering (raum, much 
— 6 iſtians in their. 9 
one that js ipcorruptibl, and which never fades 
away, 1 Cor. ix 525 Run with ſuch, Vi- 

ur in this holy Race, 48 tho” there could 
bus . 980, "you obtain Prize, or. etting 


Things that are bebind, Areteb orward 
07 is the Prize in four a till you 


BR: 
8. 


lay bold Let no N ourage 
vou, lik 15 emies or Dangers ſink your 
Spiri ſo bolds out, Jo. the End 
Jos wed, 19 XXIV. 13. 


bee rhe Go of Happineſs Is i b be- 
care you in fo ar a Light, be zealous to 
comply with all 4 holy oy ao. of it. 
Give 275 ſelves up to Lat: as your Savi- 
our 2 nr fog ruſt in his Atone- 
ment for. "he anjon of all your Iniquities: 

Lo your Souls to the Conduct of his 
SA: Word, 
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Word, and to the ſanctiſy ing Influences of 
his Spirit: Imitate the bleſſed Pattern of 
10 great a Leader, and follow him who has 
mark'd out the Way to Life and Immor- 


 "rality. If #he Word ſpoken by Angels was 
fedfaſp, and oy Tranſgreſſion and Diſobe- 


Law of Moſes, received a 
of Reward, how © ſhall we 
7 ſo great a Salvation, 'which 
polen by the Son of God, 
5 Iiſbd and convey'd down 
to us from thoſe that heard it? Heb. ii. 2, 3. 
Let us not deceive our ſelves with ' vain 
Hopes, and make our Knowledge of all the 
\_ . diſputed Points of Chriſtianity, and the 
mere Orthodoxy of our Opinions, the Ground 
of our Expectation of ſuture Glory. Let 
us not indylge fo groſs a Miſtake, 'as 'to 
put mere Notions in the Room of Practice. 
An enlightned Head was never deſigned to 
ſerve inſtead of a ſanctified Heart, neither 
in this World nor that to come. No Forms 
of Religion, tho” they are divine, no Doc- 
+ trines, no Articles of Faith, no outward 
| Rites and Ceremonies of Worſhip, tho” re- 
; vealed and preſcribed by God himſelf, will 
K anſwer for the Defect 014 holy Life. Could 
3 you know the Glories of the Perſon of Chriſt, 
and diſcourſe of all his Offices with the 
Exactneſs of an Angel, or ſome unbodied 
Spirit, could you practiſe all the Forms of 
external Chriſtianity to Perſection, Te x 
+ 5 I IMG +? "thei 
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theſe would never recommend you to the 


divine Favour, without an inward and ſin—- 


cere Love to God and Men: Without this 

even the chiefeſt of the Apoſtles would be 

but AY. Braſs, or a tinkling. Cymbal, 

1 Cor. xiii. Chriſtian of the brighteſt 
| Notions, — the moſt refin'd Speculations, 

can make no gait uſt Pretences to an heavenly 
| Hope, unleſs he has found the ſweet Influ- 
ence of the Dodtrine of Chrif} reforming his | 
Heart, refining his inward' Temper, and 
fitting him for the Buſineſs and Bleſſedneſs 
of Heaven, If we would be crown'd we 
"muſt not only know the Laws of this holy 
Conteſt, but we muſt alſo run and ſtrive, 
and fig ht and wreſtle el all Oppoſitions, 
and — to the End. 

Export. III. Be ſollicitous to adory the Doc- 
trine of God yuur Saviour, with a Life of fuch 
Piety and Goodneſs, as may render your Faith 

Hluſtrious and amiable to the World, even to 

Atheiſts and Tnfidels, There is ſomething i in 

ſublime Virtue and pure Religion, that 

ſtrikes the Eyes of Men with a ſacred Light, 
and commands the Veneration of the Soul, 
and that ſometimes in Oppoſition to theit 
own Principles of Sin and Darkneſs, Disbe- 
lievers of the Goſpel may firſt be won over 
to a good Eſteem of our Religion, by the 
holy and heavenly Behaviour of thoſe who 
believe; and at laſt they may be drawn to 
the Knowledge and Faith of what once th 
"a 


defpiſed.. The Apoſtle Peter, reco 
1 of arguing to the pious Women 
of his Time, 1 Pet, iii. 1. and ſome of 


th were not able to cure much 
1 A divine Life has 3 


ful of pl in it, tis a Light 4 
only burns. 
55 L. en boy ere n . gc 


ard og your Fl, thay by your 0 
e vicious # lod 


« ching in Cote 3 your. 2 made 
« me an Apoſtate from the Faith, and tis 
„ by. our Sins that I | periſh far ever.” 
1. Exbort, IV. I you Yar: any Sollicitude 
. 8 the Honour and Preſervation of the Go- 

. in the World, if you have any tender 
cern for the Souls 4 5 ond NOD 5 


| 2007 vtmof Endeovours 10 plant the Seq. 
hriſpianity in Obilaren, and to propagate 4 
Faith of Chrift to the next Generation. 
chat they learn to underſtand the Principles 
al the Chriſtian Religion betimes, and that 
ry be not contented with WE Ad 
Sy ables, 


De = 
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Syllables, and fepeatitig Terms and Pniraſtes 
by Heaft! Terms — Phraſes without 
Underſtanding will be but a poot 
againſt Inſidelity. Teach them the Meat 
ing of every Thing it the Catechiſms which 
they treaſure up in their Memory, and tet 
them know what tis they” are taught to 
ſpeak and believe. 
Lead chem alſo into the Reaſbns of their 
Belief of the Goſpel: Give them ſome A. 
guments are Chriſtians ; ſu tim 
"their 449 A ſy in Vin- 
dication of the Religion thy profes, that 
they be not baffled and beat ont of it by 
| brery witty Jeſt, ot every tuhning Cavil 
of the Adverlary. But I forbear to enlarge 
here, becauſe I ſhall fpeak more on this 
Head in the fert $702. In general fe- 
member that the Goſpel is entruſted with 
you for the next Generation, and if they 
loſe it and es this * ey; he 


au Friends 0 — 2 in this 
dangerous Age you may have mer with 
fone Allurements to I „or your 
Founger Friends may meet With chern. 
ports mandy baz Hniſtäries Hany ſub- 
tle Agents, . r e e 


Defence ' 
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Souls of hid away Ml 0 Goſpel of 


| Chriſt. Or perhaps you may have — % 
tac ed by the Scoffs of wanton Compani- 


ons, wee it may be, ſome of their impious 
Cavils have hung about your Imaginations, 
made too deep an Impreſſion upon your 
Spirits, and entangled your Thoughts vith 
ſome of the Artifices of Infidelity. 


take Heed of theſe dangerous — as 
you love your own Souls; and let young 


Chriſtians be warned againſt them betimes ! 


Hearken to the Exhortation of your 


Friends who love you tenderly, who have 


met with the ſame T emptations, and have 


anſwered them all by the juſt Principles of 
Reaſoning, and by the Strength of an ho- 
ly Faith. With utmoſt; Zeal and Affecti- 
on for your Souls, we exhort and reſtifie 


this is the true Grace of God wherein 3e 


tand. We have found it ſo, and deſire 
from our Hearts that you may find it fo 
too. Hear the bleſſed Apoſtle Peter ex- 
preſſing himſelf thus to the Chriſtians to 


whom he. wrote, who in thoſe primitive 


Days were continually in Danger A being 
drawn away from their Stedfaſineſs 
_ Subtilty, or —4 the Reproaches of the Un- 


belie vers of that Age, 1 Pet. v. 12. And 


2 the ſollowing Directions or Advices by 


the divine Bleſſing become effectual Pre- 
| | ſervatives. to your Souls, againſt the Dan- 


ger and Mil hief of Infidelity, which is a 


growing 
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growing- Evil;.and. A. ſpreading r 
the, Age: wheteia. we lire. Nc cb. + 1622 tot 
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. the ancient Sages iHeatheniſm could Der 
tive at. Think tho happily all the De. 
leck of naturfgf Religion are ſupply'd: byithe 
pelo riß EConſider how honouifably 
this, Religiomlanſwers all the, Ends and Des 
ſigns of God ag. Creator and a;Governar; 
ang alh the, Neeefities; and the Deſires bf his 
intelligent and immortal. Creature Man, 
Inge he ig fallen rom God, and cannot ra 
tore himſelf; And What more dan be des 
— — Religion revealed ſrom Heaven? 
te on the arternal Profs the 
H, e. Count over the many di- 
Vine Wande -wxought by our bleſſed Sa» 
Wau hienſelf, and: thcamazing; Powers com 
ld Griechin 1297 15 : 5 101 101) - 


| tiſe+ in Alto 7 written „and in- 
Ul 5 of Jeſus gene , 122780 2nd to | 
the r inward 


cellence and Glory' of Chriſtianity; . 
ww - municated 


been fulfilled i in 
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divine Grace, and the Dodrine of Rechnci- 


15 Nane by the Blood of Atoneme 


- 3 


Make IUſe of every freſh Sn of 
in, as 4 Means to awaken your firſt Senſe 
and dreadful. Exil af it, and of 
your Deſeit of Death and Hell, for the Vi- 
olation of God's holy Law: This Will 
make vou love the Doctrine of the Drieft- 
Hood Crit You will delight in con- 
IP: the Glory of his Perfon;:who 
could become an all isnt 8 4 to 
expiate the Guilt of your Iniquities, _ 
deliver you from - everlaſting Death. 
-A ww laſs. this Tenderneſs: of ont. 
ence, and look upon Sin as A little or harm- 
_ Jeſs Thing, tis no Wonder that the, Doc- 
trine of , by Jeſas Cbriſ Inks in 
your Eſteem, and you will be cally ps 
away from the Gotpel of Chrift. * Ac 
mon, bold And unaffecting Complaint: of 
the Inſiymities of Human Nature, and the 
general Notion of the Mercy of God will 
be ready to make: ſuch a ſtupid Conſclende 
daſy, and yon will beitcmpted to run bac 
from the Gdſpel o Grace to the Religion 
f Rut if youdeeeꝑ upon y 
Hearts p penal doopScaſeof the heinous 
Evil and diadful Demezit of Sin te Un- 
ils of Infidels againitthe. Goſpei will have 
but little Force upon nr — 
they could-ſhew yours Better May du . 
tain Forgiveneſs, tlian tlie -Atonementof 
the Son of — F A. 
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Advice IV. Take al Occafions io obſerve 
the inward Corruption of our own Nature, the 
ſinful Tendencies of pour Spirits, the evil Paſ- 
font which dwell in you,” your natural Averfio 
' to ftritt Holineſs, and your Weakneſs to fulfil 
. thoſe very Duties which the Light of Nature 
requires. And at the fame T oy y the 
Temptations of a finful World, which lie all 
around you, and attend you in every Motion, to 
allurs ur affright you Fol God and Goodneſs. 
While theſe Things are freſh and lively 
cupon the Spirit, you will maintain an high 
Eſteem for the Goſpel of Chriſt, wherein 
there is ſo much Relief given to the Weak- 
neſs of Nature, by the Force of divine Mo- 
tives, and by the Influences of the holy Spi- 
rit. There are rich Treaſures of Grace pro- 
vided to rectify the Diſorders of our dege- 
nerate Nature, and to make us Conquerors 
over the Temptations of tlie Woflc. 
Meditate oſten on your awn:Weakneſs, 
to practiſe what Conſcience dictates, and 
God and Reaſon command. Think of the 
Perfection of the Law. of God, that it 
reaches to your very Thoughts, and then 
think what 4 Eau or evil Principle there is 
in your Members; -warring aguinſt th Law. of 
bur Minds, aud read atievery: Toronto bring 
you into Cuptivity. Think -how weak you 
art to fubdue the Sin that dwells in you, 
and to reſiſt the T tions of a corrupt 
and degenerate Age. Then you will highly 
r n howto n eftcem | 


5 
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eſteem the Goſpel which furniſhes you with 
the moſt powerful Aſſiſtances for this End, 
and you will find that no Religion on Earth 
pretends to any ſuch valuable Relief, under 
this Diſtreſs and Impotence. T here is no 
Salvation or Remedy for ruin'd Man, com- 
parable to . contained in the bleſſed 
| Golptbiic | 
Then you will value the powerful a bes- | 
venly Motives which the Goſpel propoſes to 
awaken your Hatred againſt Sin, to turn your 
unwillig Heart to. ſtrict Holineſs, and to 
change the corrupt Inclinations of your Souls. 
Such glorious Motives are derived from the 
Love of God, from the Serenity and Peace 
of Conſcience, from the Fears of an eternal 
Hell, and from the Hopes of eternal Hap- 
pineſs, as no other Religion can furniſh, yu 
with. Tou wilt then ſee how gloriouſſy 
the Goſpel animates all the Profeſſors of i itz 
to purſue great and exalted Degrees of Ho- 


lineſs, by the illuſtrious Examples of the 


Saints in all Ages, and by the Practice 
| 1 the Son o God at the Head of them. 
- 1. We have a bleſſed Cloud of Mit- 
| 2215 s gone before us, who aſſure us from te 
Experiments they have made, that Sin may 
be ſubdued, that Temptation. may be re- 
fiſted, that corrupt Nature may be formed 
into the Likeneſs of God, and that thoſe 
Attainments which ſeem impoſſible to Man, 
hea. left to the mere Principles of Nature, 
W. U 3 have 


eee ar Sea. . 
and the Believers Wu Goth. fr rt 
Aid above all remember thi ods 
Aar of. the holy Spirit, to endighten our 
dark Minds, to ſubdue our rebellious Wills, 
to change our unholy Natures, and bring 
lem into a — God and his Son. 
The Aids of this Spirit are promiſed and 
given to thoſe-who'feek them in the right 
Way, by addreſſing God che Father in che 
Name of his Son Jh, Cbrin. 
Advice V. Think now and ow if the 
wrt#ched and State of the Heathen 


World, who have no Knowledge of the Goſpel 


ons! 105 what groß Datlneſs their Soulb are 
buried! How confuſed an nd abſurd are their 
God, nd the Re- 
| beton el N ature? How 'ridicul6ns is their 
Worſhip? how eruel and barbatous'are ma- 
ny of their Superſtitions ? how are they im- 
merſed n Vice? how abominable are many 
of their Practices, and ho profligate axe their 
Lives? how few of them have ether thought 
or acted agreeably to the Principles af Rea- 
don, of to the Pignity of human Nature, 
or to the laſt Revelation that was given to 
their Fathers, i. e. the Rel ) Nins e 
What a diſmal Account does St. Qui give 
of them, who was the Rpoſtle of the Gen- 
Piles, and knew ante * 2 


= 
y 


ff Gbrif, and renbir what you owe tovkis 


8 ways 
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flled' with all Unrighteoafneſs, Furnication, 
 Wickedneſs, Covetouſneſs, Lee ail of 
Envy, Murder, Debate, Deceit, Malignity, 
 Whiſperers, Backbiters, "Haters , Gar. 
ee froad, Boafters, Inventors of c 
vings, diſobedient to Parents, without Un- 
22 Covenant-breakers, without natu» 
ral Affection,  implacable, unmerciful : _ 
1 — 
Glory into Inage of corruptibie — 
Beafts an Fifbes, and worſhip the Creaturs 
more than the Creator They are enſlaved to 
the Devil, 4 Prince of the Power of tür 
Ar, the LES that 3 in ehe Children: A 
 OPromiſe, ; dank — Gd 
tbe World, — have their In 
. darkned, being altenated from the Lifi of Gus, 
thro the Ignorance and Blindneſs of their 
Heart, ani give themſelves over tu Laſciviouſ= 
neſs, to work all Unckanneſs with Greedineſ6. 
I know I have cited ſeveral of theſe 8 
tures before,” but I cannot help the Repeti- 
tion of them on this Occaſion. Several o- 
ther ſuch diſmal amd ſhameful Accounts 
does the Apoſtle give us of their State and 
Practice. Travellers in modern Ages, in- 
form us of the ſame miſerable C ions 
and impious Manners of the Savages in the 
Wilds of 4frica and America: And: ; 
ve had deen in the fame State to this Day, 
if the Light of the Goſpel WW 1 
on the Briti 985 Iſlands. 'Tis 


1 | "A:Cavanr ect. 5. 


Tiis true, there have been ſome few. 

| Countries of the Heathen World, a little re- 
form'd and poliſh'd by the Light of Na- 
ture, and = ſome Commerce with the 
Lands who have enjoy'd Revelation; But 
let it be remember'd, that far the greateſt 


Part of them have loft the-traditional Re- 


mains of the Religion of Noah, and are 
over- run with brutiſh Ignorance and Im- 
piety: Many of them worſhip the Devil 
inſtead of the true God. Let it be obſer- 
ved alſo, that tis concerning the learned and 

polite Nations of Greece and Rome, that St. 
Paul brings in ſuch a black Catalogue of 
impious and abominable Practices: Tis the 
Goſpel that has refined the Nations where 
it has been received, tis the Goſpel that has 
taken off the brutal Character, and made 
them act like Men. 
- What were the ancient Inhabitants of 
Great Britain? their Light of Nature and 
Reaſon lay buried under a Heap of wild 
Superſtitions and bloody Practices, before 
the. Goſpel appeared among them: Nor is 
there any Reaſon to think, that we ſhould 
have been wiſer or better than our Anceſo 
tors, if we had never heard of * and 
the Bible. 
Our modern Deifts and Apoſtates ſous 


Cbriftianity,” are. too vain and afſuming, 
when they pretend to have ſpun out of their 


own © As _ ſuch — "ey 
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they would give us for the Religion of Na- 
ture, as tho”. ako borrow'd nothing from, 

be Prophets and Apoſtles. Why did not 

our infidel Fathers in the Days of Caſſibel· 

an and Arviragus, frame as good a Syſtem 
of Religion as their infidel Sons pretend to 
do? Tis the Li, ght of the Goſpel has open 
the Underſtandings of Men, and awaken d 
the natural Light — Reaſon, to 2 it 


1 n and yet with a pro- 


has: og Ingratitude they deride this divine 
ight, and with ſtrange Vanity they boaſt 


- 


of: their Pretences to a e Religion, 5 


than the Bible has taught us. 
But let us who wear the honenralile- 
Name of Chriſtian, give Glory to the Grace 
of our Saviour, while we ſurvey and pity 
the Heathen World immersd in 1 Wicked, 
neſs, and in brutal Follies. Let us remem- 
ber and adore the riſing Sun of Righteouſ- 
neſs, that has ſeatter d the Clouds and thick 
Darkneſs ſrom amongſt us, and has intro- 
duced the Light of Liſe. And then let us 
ask our ——— this plain Queſtion, Are we 
milie part with this Bibk, and renounce 
8 VI. Meditate particularly on the 
glorious and. ineftimable Advantages that are 


derived to us from the Religion of Cbrift, the . 
el Change, of our State here in this Life, 


's Two Princes of "Britats, 6 one in 72 Da of Ju lug 
. vo e Banane 


M1129 th . 


AMlatred, Wrath, Envyings," Murders, Drs 


4 . 0 
: ? * 


N £ 
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#he glorious Hope in Death, and the I 
Expectation — future Felicity. Wk 
_ amazing Difference between a blind Forbes, 
h — iq; the true God, nor loves 
rlorms his Duty to him, and an 
who knows and loves, 
— 7 his Creator and his 
-God! between, a Pagan drencht in brutal 
Vices, in ſhameful py” and Im 
party; , anda Diſciple of Chyiftcleanſed from 
ies in the Blcod of 50 g and renew 
zn tlie Image of his heavenly Father! What 
a glorious and joytul Difference between the 
Inhabitants of Corinth when they were ' For- 
itators, '' Tdolaters, -  Adulterers, Mbufers of 
themſelves by; unnatural Lu, Thieves,” co- 
vrt, Drunkards, Revilers,” Butortioners, 
and the ame Perſons: en they were 
10 „when 7 were fuſs 4 when th 
ure fa in the Name Lora 
au, and 2 Spirit — Wh 
— and bleſſed: Change among 
the other ' Gentiles, —— of the 
mori of the El, Vac leuumeſi, Witcheraft, 


» 


kenneſs, and Revellings, 5 285 with 
the Fruits Wy ae Gut, 


cui 5 it is ns Men take up with the | 
mer ane of a, Chriſtian, an br elt there 


* 
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Pema and $pirix. and: Lia of this, divine 
Religion in their Fame heir. Comets 
lation. / T Stnrct-cf0 ens die ire v0 to: 
1 am. gaſs on from the Scenes of 
1 rs 
ite Advantages attending that ir ant 
Hour, which are, derived from Chriſti: 
e Goſpel BENE ions 
| ie Mit — 5 


_ With, rain . and F ables offa ro 
ſaal ha Paradiſe, in ſome r 
ion Think of theſe, ps. 
| el — Guilt of all 
poſt (ins, entering into an unknown — 
without Chr rw Sane and _— 


Days of Health: apoſtatiſed from. the Faith 

2 „and renounced and derided; the 
— * Perhaps you will find him like a 
. en' d Sinner, obſtinately deaf to Al 
Thoughts of God and 1 | 


e %. 
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Mair, and leaves behind him a terrible War- 
ning to ſucceeding Apoſtatess. 
But let us leave theſe dark. Scenes of Ins 
K and Terror, and approach the dying 
of a Ghrifitan,” whoſe Religion has been 
the Buſineſs of his Heart and: Liſe, ſee:che 
holy Man lying cheerful under the Paina o 
dying Natura, rejdicing in the Hope of the 
- Pardon of Sin, and a reconciled 
2 85 his Hold of the Promiſes of Meicy, 
and of; Fe/us the Saviour, hy repeated Ex- 
£rciſes of Faith and Lore, meeting the laſt 
Enemy Deut, With a fra ; | 
Countenancs, and with Trump 
Soul, quittinig Fleſh. and: 
Scenas af Mortality with:a — Dathe 
and entering into àa ne- World of perſebt 
Holineſs and perfect Peace, to dwall for 


xer with hu God and ha Garza. 
ſuch 


45 ined By Proſpect 40 chi, where is the 
| Man that would n | ſay, Let me die the 
Death of 4 Chrifet at Bud be dike 
4 smc Dun 55444-2080 1 Is RNA 
Come, let 2 little on the glori- 
ous Diſcoveries of the heavenly World which 
the Goſpel 
warmed, and our Zeal: kindled to purſue 
__ enjoy thaſe ſacred and ſublime Felici- 
_ ties, which infinitely tranſcend all the Fan- 
| — Heathen Paradiſe, ind cla ne 
n eſtar Idas. 


has made, till pur Deſires are 


the future State, to dwell with God; to ſee, 
kno and converſe with him, even with that 
glorious infinite Spirit who made them; 
to receive everlaſting Impreſſions of his 
Love, and to love him again with moſt in- 
tenſe Delight and Satisfaction of Soul; to 
be ſor ever preſent. with Jeſus the Son of 
God, be Brightneſs of his Father's Glory, 
and the expreſs Image of his Perſon ; to ſur- 
vey all his wondrous Glories, and to learn 
the amazing Tranſactions of his Grace, his 
early: Counſels, his condeſcending Labour 
and Sufferings for the Salvation of Man; 
to be fwallowed up in holy Pleaſure in the 
midſt of thoſe: tranſporting Wonders; to 
dwell in the midſt of Angels and Arch- 
angels, bleſſed Spirits of high Rank and 
Dignity, Creatures of penetrating intellec- 
tual Powers, and of unſullied Purity; to 
converſe with  Fellow-ſaints freed from all 
the Infirmities of fleſhly Nature; and to 
maintain a holy Intercourſe of Knowledge 
upon all Things divine and human, upon 
every Theme that is worthy of the Notice 
of a bleſſed and immortal Spirit. 
ven which ſeparate Souls enjoy: But the 
Reſurrection of the Body makes a large 
Addition to theſe Scenes of Felicity, when 
the Soul ſhall: be again furniſh/d. with cor- 
poreal Powers, and ſhall be cntertain'd _ 
1 3 8 a ric bf: 
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a rich Variety of Objects ſuited to thoſe 
Powers, all conſpiring toward the more 


—_— Satisfaction of the indwelling Spi- 
There our whole Nature ſhall take in 


Sk Objects as Eye has not ſeen, as Ear has 


not heard, nor the Heart of Man conceived; 
and all with- an intenſe Reliſh of ſacred 
Pleaſure. And above and beyond all this, 
the eternal Duration of this holy and hap» 


all the Inhabitants of that happy World: 

This completes our Heaven inder, when 
we ſhall feel our ſelves in the midft of the 
Poſſeſſion of thoſe Joys which we are firmly 


aſſured ſhall have no Interruption, no End. 


Let us meditate on ſuch a Heaven as 


this is, which our Lord Fe/as Chrift propoſes 
to all his Diſciples. There is no ſuch Re- 
compence of Virtue, no ſuch refin'd and 


noble Delights to be found amon gall the 
Fables of the Heathen Poets and Prieſts, or 
the dark Reaſonings of Heathen Philoſophers. 
They are but very poor, 
* fooliſh Stories that the beſt of Hoſe Philo- 
ſophers tell us concerning the Happineſs of 
Souls in the future State: Mean and low 
Pleaſures ſome of them have ſed for 


virtuous Minds in the other World: Others 


of them tell you, that theſe Delights ſhall 
have an End by an univerſal Revolution of 


all Things, and the Souls of the Bleſſed 


aa 8 to aft their Parts again in this 


| World, 


py State, ſpreads a new Satisfaction thro” 


- imperfe& and | 
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this haly Race, and to fight the good — 4 


Seck , 
World, * along Diſtance g Y eqrs; Ang 


the beſt of theſe Reaſoners have ſometimes 
owned themielves at + Laſh, yyhether there 


be: any State of Futurity: er Nog whether 


there be any Reward for the Righteous = 
heyond the: Grave. Tis the appraring of 
por Savieur Feſjus 


Chrili, that has not only 
diſcovered to vs the eternal Parpoſes of di- 
vins Love, and ie Grace which was games 
1 in Chrift Naſus hefere: the World bega, 


hut tis he alſo who hos :9ho/i/4'd Death, an 


tos brought Le aud Immortality to Light 

thro the Goſpelt And tis in the Virtue of 
theſe Things that the Apoſtle Paul rejoices 
in his preſent Sufferings, and is not albany'd 
of them: 2 Jim i. 9, 10, Ge. For 2 
aum I have believed, and ] am gerſuaded by 
is able ta keep that which 4 owe: commited yo 
him agoinft that: Day P1044 . 
Af we veuld Gad faſt i in the Faith af 


ſchriß, let us imitate this bleſied: Man: Let 


ve-think much and often. of the final Prize 


A Glory: Let this ineorxuptible Crown' be 


kept ever in our Eye, and it will have a 
Hoget: and pewerſul Influence upon us to 
keep e eto the Rules of the ſacret Con- 
46ſt; in order to attain the Crown and Prive. 
The Glories premiſed in che Golpel to 
Qyercomers, will Weetly conftrain us to. run 


* Faſt wy WE an che Cron. 
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dtels the great God in 
ITN direck Eye to the Mes 
we upon Pen his atoning Suerifice, and 
Ms powerful Irtteree non ühdef a contimial 
Saas er of 'your Gn Sins and Deſtets: Let 
e be ever dear to vod 
F 7 on it as the on Fortis 
Sof of y Hope A 
Pf ver Rives eopftantly to 
Auenees of the good Spie, ubcler a Se 
bf ye] own! Weakneſb and Th 
Ike been often thinking,” that 
gent. Neglect & thele two vine Dodh 
540 00 (OR the 3 roper”. | 
brit, and the prom 
, eng ſome of of thoſe profeſs to 
4j e che Golptt, has been ohe conHdekl 
ble Oetaſion of the Growrh: "of Dein A 
mong us. Fer When Chriſtia ns thechſtives 
fall make theſe» peculiar- Privikeges, and 
ef Cortes of our revealed Religion nech. 
den, à eptical Perſon is ready to 
chat the TLigh 
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160 | * CA EAT Sec. 5. 
0 the ſacred N ames into which 
you are baptized: Surely the great and 
bleſſed Offices of the Son and Spirit, are 
ſigned to run thro our holy Religion in the 
ractical Parts of it, 'to the; End of the the World, 
ver follow this Method of Acceſs to God 
the Father, by the Mediation, Death and 
foterceflion of his Son, and thro the Aids 
of the bleſſed Spirit. Let this Form of 
Religion be wrought into the very Temper 
of your Spirits in an habitual Manner, all 
you feel your Soul hve hy the Faith of 
om aft Goa, and the: Grace of the 1 in, 8 
as you feel and find the animal Life — 
Body preſerved by the conſtant repea 
Appetites of Hunger and Thirſt, — — 
Satisfaction of them by propet Meat and 
3 St. Paul was in no great er 
ſpel, while he could ſpeak. from his own 
inward Experience, and ſay, the Life that I 
nom live in the Fleſh, I live by the Faith of 
oy Son of God w has loved me, and given 
imſelf for me, Gal. ii. 20. And this natu- 
y leads me to the next Advice. 
ALLE VIII. Tho! you have attained ne» 
ver "ſo clear an Evidence of the Truth of Chriſe 
tianity by Reaſon and Argument, yet never re 
ſatisfied without the Power and Pleaſure of 
Religion wrought deep in your Hearts. Neves 
content your ſelves with the mere outward 
Forms G's a Chriſtian, and a cold * of 
uties ; 


departing. from the Doctrine of the Go» 
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Duties, according to the Dictates of the 
Goſpel: Such a Circle of formal Practices, 
even of the beſt Religion, will be but a 
poor Drudgery, and a heavy Task, which: 
you will be ready to relinquiſh in an Hour 
of Temptation, if the Power, the Love, 
and Delight of this Religion, be not rote 
in your Souls. This is what the Apoſtle - 
means, Zph. iii. 13, Sc. when he intreats 
the-Ephefians, not to faint at the Tribulati« 
ons which attend the Goſpel, and therefore _ 
he prays for them thus, via. That Go 
would grant according to tbe Riches of his | 
Glory, that ye be ſtrengthned with Might by. 
the Spirit in the inner Man, that Chrift may 
duell in your Hearts by Faith, that ye being. 
_ rooted. and grounded in Love, may be able to 
comprehend with all Saints, what is the 
Breadth- and Length, and Depth: and Height, 
and to know the Love of Chriſt which. 7 
Knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the 
Fug f Gl. hy nt ork 9 I. 
When you find your Faith in Chrift as 
your High-prieft, giving a glorious Relief 
to your Soul, under a Senſe of Guilt: and 
Imperfections; when you feel the Doctrines 
of his Grace ſpeaking Peace to your Con- 
ſcience, and Pardon thro* the Blood of the 
Son of God; when you experience a divine 
and univerſal Change wrought in the very 
Temper of your Spirit, by the Influence 
of the Precepts and the Promiſes of the 
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Bible; when you find ſuch a facred Lo 


ve 


to Cod and Men as the Goſpel recommends, 


wrought in your Hearts by this Goſpel; 


ben. your perverſe Appetites and ſinſul 
Paſſions are mortified by the Power of this 


Neligion, and your Souls are made holy 


Goc, you will then have an inward, ſettled 


1 Jahn v. 10. He that believes has the Wit- 


A in himſelf. And you will not eaſily be 


turned aſide, from the Belief and Profeſſion 


of this Gofpel,.for you have felt it to be 


+, Advice IX. When you are ſatisfied of the 


Truth. of Chr! ianity upon juſt and rea, 


_ Grounds, make it your conſtant Prayer to God 


 #he Father of Spirits to eflabliſh you in this 


Faith, and to preſerve you from every Ti empta- 
tion to Infidelity, As we muſt invoke the 
divine Aſſiſtance, to lead us into all Truth 


in our firſt Enquiries in Religion, ſo we 


muſt be conſtant Addreſſers at the Throne 
of Grace, that the ſame divine Spirit the 
Enlightner and Inſtructer may dwell with 
us, to eſtabliſh our Souls in the Truth; and 
eſpecially in ſuch a Day of Temptation as 
this is, we have Need to be more conſtant 


and importunate in our Petitions to Hea- 
ven on this Account. Tis the Spirit of 
A )%ͤ»» 
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God that enlightens us in the — * 
of the Goſpel, and he ſeals our Souls" umb 
the Day of | Redemption. He continues the 
Communications of his own divine Light 
to thoſe that ſleek it He is promiſed to 
abide: with the Diſciples of Chriſt eden, 
and to A in them as à Spring of Light | 
and Hol If we begin to grow ſelf- 
ſufficient,” we begin to depart from thE'Go=- 
ſpel, and we lay ourſelves open to the Pow]. 
er of every Temptation. Solomon the wiſeſtt 
of Men aſſures us, Ig thut truſis in his orm = 
Heart is a; Fool, Prov. xxviii. 26. And the = 
Man that preſumes: upon his own Under- 
ſtanding, or his on Stre is very u 
to Apoſtaſy. Peter: was a verrible Infſtahce | 
of this Folly He boaſted of his Courage 
above the a of the Diſciples, and he was 
the only Man that denied his Lord. 
Advice X. V hben yon are once ePabliſhed | 
upon juſt Grounds in the Faith of the Goſpel, 
do: not 'raſbly expoſe our ſelues to Temptation. 
Don't run into a free Converſation with In- 
fidels and Apoſtates, Without a plain Call 
of Providence. A needleſs Indulgence of 
Diſpute, and Fondues of Controverſy upon 
this Subject with ſubtil Men, who lye in wait 
to deceive, has too oſten expoſed young 
Chriſtians, and ſhaken their Faith. 'Tho* 
there be various and abundant Proof of the 
Truth ef the Goſpel, and it may be well 
delnaned upon the Foot of in Reaſon, | 
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bates with Men of Wit and Learning, 
who are engaged on the Side of Infidelity. 
Common plain Chriſtians ſhould rather ab- 
Rain from ſuch Sort of Conferences, as will 


Hill their Minds with Cavils againſt the 


Sctipture, and Objections againſt the Go- 
ſpel. You know not what unhappy Im- 
preſſions a prophane Jeſt, or a ſhrewd Ca- 
vil may make upon your Spirits: And as 
the Devil is an Enemy to the Doctrine and 
Kingdom of Chriſt, ſo we have juſt Reaſon 
to believe, that he is ever ready to aſſiſt 


the infidel Party. Where the Goſpel is 
-publiſlyd with ſufficient Evidence St. Paul 


* 


tells us, that it is V God of this World that 


| blinds. the Minds f " thoſe that believe nor, 


2 Cor. iv. 4. And he is ever ready to help 


them raiſe a Duſt, and to blind others. 


A witty Scoff thrown. out againſt the 
Truth, may pierce the Mind deeper, and 
ſtick longer than a ſolid Argument to ſup- 
port the Truth. How well ſoever you fan- 
cy your ſelf ſettled in the Principles of your 


holy Religion, yet perhaps you may hear 


ſome new ſubtil Objections, or ſome witty 
Turn upon the ſacred Hiſtory of the Bible, 


that may weaken your Belief, when you 
have not an Anſwer ready at Hand to ward 
off the Force of it. Some have been 


en taken 


and ruin d in our Age by theſe Snares of 
the Devil, who have thought themſelves as 
ſaſe as you. 5 


If 


Sec. e. n D TY 


If the Providence of God plainly call you. 


Indo an infected Houſe, and evident Duty 


require you to venture your Life in the 


midſt of the Peſtilence, you may humbly 
hope for divine Preſervation and Security: 
But if you venture without a Call, you have 
Reaſon to dread the Event. A ſincere and 
humble Chriſtian may be led by the Courſe 


of his Duty into ſuch dangerous Compa- 


ny, and he may hope for the Aſſiſtance of 
the Spirit, and the Grace of God to fill his 
Mouth with Arguments, and enable him 
to defend his Faith with holy Skill and 
Courage: But if he mingle himſelf in ſuch 
Sort of Converſation at every Turn, with- 
out any evident Call of Providence, and out 
of a mere idle Curioſity of Spirit, or from 
a Preſumption of the Strength of his own 
Faith or Arguments, he has but little Rea- 
ſon to hope for divine Protection from theſe 
dangerous and fatal Snares. 
Advice XI. When you ſee . Reaſon 70 
believe the Goſpel of Chrif, and. have your 
Faith con — in it by ſolid Evidence, let not 
every O ation and Cavil which you cannot 
 anfaver 2 your Stedfa 15 oſineſs, and caſt you 
into Doubts again. This is the common _ 
Practice of Infidels, whereby they deceive 
themſelves, and it has been Part of their 
Craft in all Ages, in order to deceive others; 


they turn away their Eyes from the bright 
| ane which is WOny to the Goſpel, and 


wink 
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Wink at the glorious Lights fog ſurround 
it, While they dwell on ſome little Dark- 


Se charartend it. They call off the Eyes 
* others from the HT and convincing 
vidence, in order to fix them upon ſome + 

of theſe Obſcurities and difficult Paſſages in 

Seripture, which are not; ſo eaſy to be ex- 

plain d or accounted ſor, by Reaſon of our 

great Diſtance from the Times, when thoſe 

Affairs werte tranſacted, and thoſe Parts of 

Scripture were written. And tis by theſe 

ſubtil Methods that they obtain how chief 

Succeſs, and deceive unwary. and unſtable 

Souls. Tis your ſafeſt Way therefore to 

keep your Minds intent upon the plain 

Force of Argument, drawn; {rom Miracles 

and Prophecies, and Giſts of the Spirit, as 

well as —_ the inward, Excellencies of 

Chriſtianity, whereby 'tis ſufficiently proyed 

to be a divine Religion; and let not any 

little Cavils which are raiſed againſt parti- 
cular Paſſages in the Bible, intangle your 

Thoughts, or ſhake your Faith, which is 

built upon ſuch firm and rational Founda- 

tions. W 'W hills: Reaſon itſelf ſtands on the 

Side of Chriſtianity, let not a few puzzling. 

Queſtions make you foi get the Force of deen 

Reaſon which eſtabliſhes the Goſpel. 

+, The venerable and pious Dr. Owen 1 

b well on this Point, at the End 
of his little Treatiſe on the Docrins of the 

Trinity. Tis a Rule among. Philoſo- 
. * phets, 
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Seer. 5. againft Ixribrkirr. 16 
4 phers, that if a Man on juſt Grounds 


and Reaſons hath embraced any Opini- 
4 on or Perſuaſion, he is not to deſert it 
* merely becauſe he cannot anſwer eve 
«<- Objection againſt it. For if the Objecti⸗ 
4 ons where with we may be entangled, be 
« not of the fame Weight and Importance 
« with the Reaſons on which we embraced 
“any Opinion, it is a Madneſs to forego 
c it on the Account thereof. And much 
more muſt this hold amongſt the common 
Sort of Chriſtians in Things ſpiritual and 
„divine. If they will let go and part with 
their Faith in any Truth, becauſe t 
« are not able to anſwer diſtinctly ſome 
<. Objections that may be made 26nd 10 
« they may quickly find themſelves cus 
puted into Atheiſm .“ 
When we have taken a juſt Survey of Y | 
Arguments whereby the Religion of Chy;/# 
is ſupported, When we have ſeen and fele 
the united and convincing Force of them, 
let us reſt eſtabliſh d in our Faith: Tis not 
an adviſable Thing for private Chriſtians, 
out of a curious or wanton Humour, key 
hearken after the Cavils of Infidelity, 
more than to frequent their Company. ” Fi 
unſafe for them to attend to the Quarrels 
which the Men of prophane Wit have raiſed 
againſt the Word of God: Nor ſhould they 
do it, unleſs divine Providence calls them 
to it as a Part of their Duty, and gives 


4 them 
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them Time and Leiſure to enter anew into 
the Controverſy, to lay open the Objecti- 
| and to ſearch out ſufficient Anſwers 
to them. Where any of theſe Objections 
hang about the Mind of a humble Chriſtian, 
let him ſpeedily propoſe his Scruples to a 
skilful Miniſter, or a learned Friend, that 
he may get rid of them as ſoon as poſlible, ö 
by clear and juſt Solution of the T 
that perplexes them. 
Avoid the firſt Workings of Apoſtaſy i in 
the Bottom of your Heart: Take Heed 
yy the Apoſtle to the converted Hebrews ) 
tft there be in any of you an evil Heart of Un- 
= 1 in departing from the living God, and 
5 A you be harden'd thro' the Deceitfulneſs of 
5 Heb. iii. 12. While you give Ear to 
the little Criticiſms and Sophiſtries of the 
Adverſary, remember you are upon ſlippery 
Ground: Look well to your Feet, leſt you 
are betray'd on a ſudden, and carry d away 
Into frightful Lengths of Doubt and Dark- 
neſs, for want of a helping Hand near you. 
_ Tis true, the Goſpel of Chriſi has ſtrong 
and immoveable Foundutboos richly ſuffi- 
cient for the Support of it ; there are abun- 
dant Vindications of it ubliſh'd in the 
World, againſt all the Aﬀuls of Wit and 


Reaſoning; - But a fly and perplexing So- 

phiſm may be caſt 1 4 the Mind, and ſeize 
the Soul in an unguarded Hour, when you 

oy: not. haye an Anſwer ready, at — 
Ti an 
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and the Poiſon may penetrate too far; and 
corrupt the Mind bete che Antidote is 
ſound and upply de. Dk 
Advice XII. Aima 4 Semnity if 5 A. 
uit, and a ſerious Temper of Mind in ul yl | 
Enquiries and Diſcourſes. on A Then, if, faith” 
everlaſting Impurtance. While our möederm 
Deiſts: aid to err aca ref Mer 


and Gow thels own. Souls: 6 v . 
and Erernity, are no trivial Ideas P 
ludicrous Matter to treat or diſecurſe 6$ 
them. Such. Jeſters have. He 'Reaſon'\to 
ope for divine Irradiations . \ AY den yt 
If you have Occaſion to f cak of the ob- 
ſcure and difficult Parts of criptare, do it 
not in a triſling Humour, or with a licentious 
Levity of Spirit, nor indulge your Lip 
mix them with Sneer and Merriment. Tis 
dangerous to jeſt with Weapons that Will 
wound tlie Soul. When Chriſtians give 
themſelves: a Looſe, and venture at this 
Rate upon the Borders of Propfanene ag 
they may be left of God, and be ri F. 
given up to a Spirit of Unbelief. There 
are thoſe, who once N rhemſelves 
Believers i in Chrift,.. but by ſporting on the 
Borders of this. Precipioe with — and 
' unwary Feet, they have ſound themielyts 
ws mu * into the Deeps of 
* TH 4 7 | Ae 
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Apoſtaſy : They have at 9 99797 — 4 


ta rengunce it whom they a 
and ridicule che Copel which N 


rever d; they have been plunged i into Vices 
which they once abhor'd: they have let go 
the Name of Chriſt, and God has let them 
go gut. of his holy keeping, till at laſt they 
have hegome perſect Heat hens in every Senſe, 
without Virtue or Truth, without i Hope and 
_ without God in; the World. The almighty 
| Governor of the World has made ſome tre- 
mens ous Monuments of Juſtice and Ven- 
geance; his W e eee ne our 
awful Notice. 10 1491} % 35] 
co Advice XII. Thivk gien hot much ſa 4 755 
Jou are in the Profeſſion and Practice of Chriſs 
tapityg than if, you ; ſbould relinquiſh the Go- 
fel, and Gange it for | mere naiurul Religion. 
And the Reaſon, is plain, ſor the Dot rine of 
Criſi contains every Thing in it which na- 
ture! Religion ptetends Ps diſcover. All 
that is neceſſary by the Light of Nature 
for us to believe and to practiſt, both with 
Regard to God and Man, is included tg 
hol y Bible. 37 4 10 2e 55714 Ct qi 5 
| Therlore if the Def? be in the right, f 
the Chr i/tran is certainly 1afe, for lie worſhips - 
ide ong true God, and fulfils!his Duty to- 
ward i his Neighbour; and there are none 
who pretend tiat God will damn or deſtroy. 
Men ſor entertaining a few other Principles, 
A: 105 ſo much Evidence of coming from 
100 Heaven 
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Heaven to ſupply wliat was deficient in the 
Light of Nature, even if they ſhould not 
at laſt be ſound to be true, ſince they are 


perfectly conſiſtent with all our Duty to 


God and Man. But on the other Hand, if 
the Religion of Chrift be diyine, then the 
Infidels,” eſpecially in Crea Britain or it 
Landon, who have ſuch glorious Adyanta- 
ges for Knowledge, can hardly excuſe them 
ſelves, or hope for Acceptance: For they 
deny thoſe very Parts of Chriſtianity which 
are neceſſary to ſupply the Defects of thi 

Light of Nature! T —— the A 

ment of "Chriſt, and the Pardon of Sin thro 
the Vertue of his Atroneme t; they deny 
Jeſas to be the great Prophet and the Sa- 


viour of Mankind; Wh eas he himſelf 


has told us by Commiſſio! ion" from the Fa- 
ther, /f = believe' not that I um he ye ſhull dis 
In your Sins. They deny the ſpecial and ne- 
ceſſary Doctrines of char Gepe, which was 
commanded to be preached to the World 
with this Threatning, e that bel eveth vor 
ſoall be damned, Mark MOT. 


Advice XIV. Confider feriou/ly the di FR 


State of Apoſtates who depart from the Goſpel 


of Chrift, and renounce their Faith in Jeſus 


the Saviour. Conſider the Threatnings, the 
dreadful Threatnings of the Word of God 
pronounced agi Apoſtaſy. Let ſuch 
ſolemn Words as thoſe with which the A- 
- poſile warns the "Chriſtian Hebrews, dwell 


0 2 - ever 
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ever upon your Mind in all the ſacred In- 
Huenoe and divine Terror of them. Heb: ii. 
22. 3. If, the Word ſpoken. by Angels was fled- 
aft, and every ' Tranſgreſſion and Diſobedience 
feceiued a Jo Recompence of Reward, how ſhall 


* 


de eſcape if we negleci ſo great Salvation, which 
at the firſt began o be ſpoken by, the Lo rd, 
aud was confirmed unto us by them that heard 
Signs and Wonders, . and with divers: Miracles 
and Gifts of the holy Ghoſt, according to his 
iu, Heb vi, 4, 53 6. For it is impoſſible 
for thoſe who were once enlightned,\ and have 
Taſted .of the . heavenly: Gift, and were made 
Partakers of the. Holy Ghoſt, and have taſted 
ths goed Word of God, and the Paeers of the 
Warld to come, if tbey ſball fall away, to re- 
new them again, unto Repentance ;, ſeeing . 
 erucifie to thenſehoes the San of God' ws 
and put him to an apen Shame. Heb. x. 26. 
29, 38, 39. Hue ſn wilfully (i. e. re- 
nounce the Goſpel of Chriſt); after we have 
received the Kyowledae of the Truth, there re- 
mains no more Sacrifice for Sin, but a certain 
ae, Expectatian of Judgment, and of fiery 
Indiguation which ſhall devour the Advert ſaries. 
He that deſpiſed Moſes Law died without Mer- 
ty, 'of how much forer Puniſhment ſball he be 
thought worthy, who. bath troden under Foot 
the Sun off God, and bath counted the Blood of 
the Coognant- an unholy Thing, and bath done 
Deſpite to the Spirit of Grace? Vengeance is 
a „ mine, 
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bud been better for them (as St. Peer expreſ- 


ſes it) not io have known the'Way 'of Rightes 
ouſneſi, than aſten they have knows it to turn 
from the holy” Commandment" delivered unto 
them, 2 Pet. int od Sy fs HOT 
© Behold, the Lord cometh\with-ten thouſands 
of his Saints, to exetute Judgment upon ungod- 
Sinners, and to accompliſh tlie Terror 
written 1 and the unbelicving, 
as well as the abominable and the Murderers, 
and all Liars; againſt thoſe who are afraid 
to profeſs his Goſpel, and thoſe who deny 
the Truth of it; againſt thoſe who fin a= 
gainſt the Truth, and turn it into a Lye; 
againſt thoſe who reſiſt the 'bright Evi- 
dence of Chriſtianity, and by refuſing to be- 
lieve i be Record which God has given of his 
Son, male him a Liar alſo. | Behold he comes 
in the Clouds, and in flaming Fire, to take 
Vengeance on them that know' not God, and 
| that obey. not the Goſpel of our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt; and they ſhall be puniſ/d with ever- 
ee eſtruction, from the Preſence of the 
Lord, and from the Glory of his Power. The 
Judge is at the Door, he is ready to be re- 
vealed from Heaven with his mighty Angels, 
to fulfil the Curſes: written in his Book a- 
gainſt thoſe::who have renounced his Doc- 
trine, and rejected his Salvation. How will 
the Apoſtates from Chriſtianity be able to 
liſt up their Heads in that Day, or t 


— 
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the Sight of his Majeſty? What will you 
ſay, when ye ſhall lee. that illuſtrious and 


divine Perſon array d in the Robes of Powe 
er and Judgment, and attended with ten 
thouſand. flaming Miniſters of Juſtice, 
whoſe Laws ye have reſuſed to obey, — 
whoſe Grace ye have diſdain'd to receive? 
What will ye ſay ſor your ſelves who have 
known' and rejected him, who have aban - 
lon'd his Grace and his Laws together, aſ- 
ter ye had once ſeen Reaſon to receive 
them? What will they do in that Day who 
Hare ſeen and yet duet the Lord of Glory? - 
What an Extaſy of: Surprize and Terror 
will ſeize your Spirits, — 9 ye ſnall be- 


voked Ruler ofthe World, whom ye 
derided as a poor wild Enthuſiaſt, and — 
bim the Subject of your Mirth and Mockery, 
or ye called him a vile Impoſtor, and treated 
him with impious Indignities? What do ye 
think will become of you, if the Day ſhould 
come, when the Lamb of God ſhall appear as 
e Lion of: the Tribe 9 7 Judah, and you 
| ſhould be forced to call to the \Rocks: and 
| Mountains to fall upon you, and cover you from 
bis Wrath? What Skreen do ye think can 
defend you from his avenging Power? or 
what Mercy can ye expect from his Hands 
ben you practiſed this Iniquity in Oppo- 
ſition to 5 Light and Evidence, as were 


diffuſed 8 about you in Great Britain? 
Perhaps 


wy b 


hold him enthron'd and frowning as a pros — 
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” . and deſpiſe theſs 
— off — as a painted Fire; but 
methinks if there be but a Poſſibility that 

_ theſe Things ſhould” be true, it would de 
à Point of Wiſdom to provide againſt the 
| Dangers of ſuch a dreadfal Hour: One 

would think itſhould awaken you, at leaſt to 

be exceeding ſerious,” ſincere and dili gent in 

ſurveying all the Evidences of the 2 

before you dare reject ſuch a Saviour, and 

expoſe your ſelves to his Indiguation With 
out Hope. And where chere are {6 matiy 
fair Appearances of juſt and ſolid Reaſoning; 
as there are on the Side of Chriſtianity; 

methinks you ſhould not dare to give ybẽ? 

Lips a Looſe in prophane Ridicule and 
Scorn: Nor ſhould you ſaffer forme little 
Parkneſſes and Difficulties in the Books of 

the Ney Teſtament, to prevail againſt all 

the brighter Diſzoveries" of Truth and Ar- 
ment, en eee che Religion of 

Chrip.” + 02 h ot org A N Tow tn 

ll you 16 any Love to bur Souls, let 
me intreat you to conſider, that however | 
you may be diſguſted at ſome Things con- 
tained in the Records of our holy Religion, 

yet you can never prove, that the Religion 

1 itlelf i is falſe, in the main Principles of it, 
as repreſented in thoſe Records: And re- 
Ander this, that when your Spirits 


gone into the inviſible World, if there you 


AR | | ſhould 


Would ee | eſus; whom ye once 
rided, to be Lord and Judge Fall, there; 
ds no more Sacrifice for; Sin, no Rei 


tion of your obſtinate Errors, no Repen- 
_ no > Haden there; but: you muſt pe? 


under. his juſt Indignation, and 


e 


of the bleſſed. 5 Jeſus, who. believe in his 
Name, and obey his Goſpel. 


Happy Perſons are you — — Ge 
cial: Favourites of Heaven, if you have not 


only learn d. the great Truths of. Chriſtia- 


nity, and ſurniſn d your Heads with them, 
but have felt your yp powerfully im- 


prieſt with them betimes, and have this 
glorious Salvation begun within you. You. 
haye been awaken' d out of your mortal 
Slumbers, and been convinced of your ſin- 


ſul State, and your Danger of etemal Death; 


you have ſeen the Neceſſity of the pardon- 


ing Grace of God, and an univerſal Change 


in your own Natures, in order to prepare 


'you for eternal Felicity; you have learn d 


your own utter Inſufficiency. to make Sa- 


tisſaction to divine Juſtice, for your on 


Sins, and your Inability to ſanctify your 


own Hearts, and to change them into Ho- 


lineſs; therefore you — fled for Refuge 
tothe Hope that is 7. before your, and have. 
found Righteouſneſs and Grace in Chrj/t. 


| Ta. Lou haye ſound the Blood 0 


Atonement, 
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Souls are loſt ſor eve. *« 8 
But I turn my Diſcourſe to the Diſciples 
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have ſelt the ſwWeet and « 
ence of the Love of a 


divine — and! impreft. with, . Gr 
cred Image: Lou are become. his\ ſincere 
and devoted. 8 zealoys: for his, Ho- 
nour here on Earth, and in ſome· M 8 
repared for his Enjoyment in Heaven: 
Eternal Life is within you, and you 
have a Witneſs in your ſelves that the Go- 
ſpel is true, even the Record which God has 
given of his Son, (vis. That eternal Life 
zs to be found in Chriſt, for you have found 
it in him, 1 John v. 10. He that believes has 
the Witneſs in himſelf ; and I truſt the Grace 
of God who has wrought this glorious 
Change in your Natures, and has begun 
this divine Salvation within you, will carrx 
is on, and fulfil it to the Day of the Lord. 
You haye 45 fr 2 this ſacred Con- 
teſt, and are daily ſtriving for the Maſtery a- 
| gainſt the Worl 10 the Fleſh and the Devil; 
you have learn'd the Rules that belong to 
this holy Striſa, and while you thus go on 
zo ſtrive lawfully, you may rejoice in Hope 
and Aſſurance of being crowned: You have 
e A A been 
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Lou have ſet your 


fly a0 


venly Prize ry before 5ou in fach a” 


ie; -a: yourbigheft — | 
toward Heaven in 
the Chriſtian Path, and have travelled on 
thus Way of Faith, N 
and Holineſs: Hold on your: Way, main- 
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